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Not an Ordinary Convention
It is essential for all those who can afford to undertake the journey,
that they must come to attend this Convention which embodies
many blessed objectives. They should disregard minor
inconveniences in the cause of Allah and His Prophetsaw. Allah yields
reward to the sincere persons at every step of their way, and no
labor and hardship, undertaken in His way, ever goes to waste.
(Ishtihar 7 Dec. 1892, Majmoo`ah Ishtiharat Vol. I, p. 341)

Purpose of Jalsa Salana
…the primary purpose of this Convention is to enable every sincere individual to personally
experience religious benefits; they may enhance their knowledge and – due to their being
blessed and enabled by Allah, The Exalted – their perception [of Allah] may progress. Among its
secondary benefits is that this congregational meeting together will promote mutual
introduction among all brothers, and it will strengthen the fraternal ties within this
Community...
(Ishtihar 7 Dec. 1892, Majmoo’ah Ishtiharat Vol. 1, p. 340)

Prayer
I conclude with the prayer that everyone who travels for [attending] this Convention that is for
the sake of Allah: May Allah, the Exalted, be with him, reward him in abundant measure, have
mercy on him, ease up for him his circumstances of hardship and anxiety and eliminate his
anguish and grief. May He grant him freedom from every single hardship and lay open for him
the ways of [achieving] his cherished goals, and raise him up, on the Day of Judgment, among
those of His servants who are the recipients of His blessings and Mercy. May He be their
Guardian in their absence until after their journey comes to an end. O Allah! O Sublime One
and Bestower of bounties, the Ever Merciful and One Who Resolves all problems, do grant all
these prayers, and grant us Victory over our opponents with scintillating signs, because You
alone have all the prowess and power. Ameen! Ameen!
(Ishtihar 7 Dec. 1892, Majmoo`ah Ishtiharat Vol. I, p. 342)
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SOME DIRECTIVES FOR GUESTS
AND WORKERS OF JALSA SALANA
Instructions from Khalifatul Masih Vatba

PURPOSE OF JALSA SALANA
- Jalsa days should be spent in the
remembrance of Allah, reciting
Durood and regular performance
of Salat.
- Greet each other with smiles. If
you had any rancor, end it with
smiles in these three days.
Secondly, spread good words and
urge others to perform good deeds
and tell them to desist from bad
practices. After all, that is the prime
purpose of Jalsa Salana.

ADVICE FOR WORKERS
- If workers find an upset guest,
they should apologize politely and
try to remove and solve her
difficulty. Remember! You should
never speak to your guests harshly
or discourteously.
CLEANLINESS
- During the Jalsa, some children
and adults litter the grounds and
pathways. Irrespective of whose
duty it is, whosoever notices any
trash should pick it up and deposit
it in a garbage can.

Zikr-e-Ilahi /
Remembrance
of Allah

Observe silence
during Khutba
and Jalsa
sessions

Keep the
Jalsa Gah
clean

Turn off
cell phones

ETIQUETTE OF FOOD
- Food should not be wasted
SECURITY
- It is important that for the sake of
security, you remain watchful all
the time. Be vigilant and if you
notice a stranger, inform the
relevant department immediately.
It is not advisable to interfere
yourself personally.
DRIVING
-You should not drive home under
any circumstances if you are too
tired to drive.

Khutba is also a part of
salat, so please remain
seated on the floor or in
the chairs to perform
salat where you are
seated.

Sit in area C if
you will not be
offering Salat
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My Dear Sisters, Lajna and Nasirat,
Assalamo Alaikum wa Rahmatullahe wa Barakatohu
Jalsa Salana USA is soon approaching! Let us make all our preparations in keeping with the Promised Messiah’sas
clear instructions to us, ‘It is essential for all those who can afford to make this journey, that they must come and
attend this Convention…’
The Promised Messiahas had many names bestowed upon him including Noah, Ibrahim and Jesus son of Mary, as
he was the Latter Day manifestation of all of these noble ones. Like Jesus, he was also known as ‘The Gatherer’ and
his mission was to gather all the people in loving Unity and brotherhood together. It was the Promised Messiah’sas
mission to bring all mankind together under the banner of his Beloved Master, the Holy Prophetsaw, who taught
mankind that Allah loves UNITY and the way to Him is to be UNITED.
The Promised Messiahas is calling us to come together at Jalsa Salana, to experience this extraordinary blessing.
Let us deeply reflect on the advantages we have living here in America and bow down in humility and gratitude to
Allah Almighty. Let us put aside every obstacle, clear our hearts of ill feelings and plan to come to this uplifting
gathering with an attitude of service, a readiness to soak up the life-giving atmosphere of prayer and devotion and
a resolute desire for self-improvement. We all know that there is nothing like it in all the world!
Oh Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful, forgive us, and help us to be free from the traps of materialism, which cause us
to be forgetful. Bless our Jalsa with Thy abundant Blessings and grant that we may come together in Unity and be
the recipients of the heartfelt prayers of the Promised Messiahas, Ameen.
Wassalam,
Saliha Malik
Sadr Lajna Ima’illah USA
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•
•
•
•
•

TARBIYYAT POINTERS FOR JALSA SALANA
Remember the real purpose of Jalsa Salana is to strengthen our bond with Allah and
increase in religious knowledge.
Spend your time in remembrance of Allah by reciting Durood Sharif, Istaghfar and
Dua.
Listen to the program in prayerful silence, keeping your heads covered in respect of
the occasion.
Greet everyone with “Assalamo Alaikum” and a smile whether you know them or not.
Show consideration for each other.

SALAT ETIQUETTE
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Keep Salat lines straight and without gaps – place heels on the line and stand
shoulder to shoulder.
Begin a new row for Salat when the one in front of you is full.
Do not place bags or small children between worshippers; place them in front of you.
After finishing your Salat, refrain from speaking until everyone has finished Salat
Dress modestly and properly– keep arms and hair (front and back) covered.
Ladies not performing Salat should go to designated area and maintain silence
Ladies not performing Salat please go to the designated area and maintain silence.

CHAIR ETIQUETTE
• Only the elderly and those with physical disabilities should be seated on chairs.
• Fill the first rows first.
• Children and young girls should not be on the chairs.
• Children and youth accompanying elderly please sit on the carpet area.
• At Salat time, move forward and fill all empty chairs to sit shoulder to shoulder.
• Do not leave your bags on chairs if you go to the floor to offer Salat. Take them with
you or place on the floor so that others may use the chairs for Salat.
PURDAH
• Be mindful of modesty and purdah at all times.
• Keep a loose coat and properly secured head covering on in public areas and outside.
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The Children’s Jalsa Gah is the area designated for mothers with children 6 years and under. Children older than 6
years will also accompany their mothers and siblings 6 years and under in the Children’s Jalsa Gah.
The Children’s Jalsa Gah will have two registration stations: Gate 1 (no strollers) and Gate 2 (with strollers).
RESTROOM IN NORTH HALL WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR USE THIS YEAR
Remember to clean
up after yourself as
you leave the
Children’s Jalsa Gah.

Please change
diapers in the
designated area
only.
STROLLER PARKING AREA
A designated stroller parking area
will be provided for your
convenience.
• Mothers are responsible for
their
own
belongings.
Valuable items should not be
left in the strollers in the
parking area.
STROLLER SEATING AREA
Limited seating will be provided

Please come prepared with your
child’s special needs (i.e. Noncrumbly snack, formula, milk, bottled
water, diapers, medication, etc).
Please maintain silence and refrain
from forming groups so that Jalsa
attendees can gain the most from
this spiritual gathering.

for mothers who want to sit while their
children remain in their strollers.
• Only mothers and their child/children will
be allowed in the stroller seating area.
• Preference will be given to mothers with
sleeping children or children with special
needs.
• Please be ready to proceed to the main
Children’s Jalsa Gah sitting area when you
are able to.
• We have a separate area for mothers of
children with special needs.

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY AREA
The Children’s Activity Center will only be
open during the Friday and Saturday
Jalsa proceedings for children 4-8 years
old.
• There will be 3 sessions: Friday
afternoon, Saturday morning and
Saturday afternoon.
• Be sure to pick up children before you
leave the Jalsa Gah for your meals.

IMPORTANT ALERT!
The Children’s Jalsa Gah will be closed during lunchtimes for cleaning. You will not be able to
enter the CJG once it has been closed, so please remember to take all your belongings with
you when you leave!
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Guests arriving at Jalsa Gah after travel or those with a medical condition and in need of food during Jalsa
proceedings will have a designated area to eat in the Ziafat hall. When you are done eating, proceed to the Jalsa
Gah to make room for others.
Ziafat is divided into four areas:
PINK AREA
Children

GREEN AREA
Dignitaries and Elderly Guests

Guests with
children under 7
years of age

Section A: This area is for Non-Ahmadi
guests, dignitaries, and their hosts only.
Guests will need a ribbon/sticker to dine in
the Green Area.
Section B: Elderly guests, including those
in wheelchairs, or special needs guests
seated in the regular Jalsa Gah, who
cannot walk long distances or stand in
line. Guests will be given a special sticker
at registration.

YELLOW SEATED
AREA
Special needs area

YELLOW
STANDING AREA
General dining

Seating is provided
for special needs
guests and food for
people on restricted
diets.

This area is for all
other members.

Read the food description signs and
avoid opening boxes at the serving
tables.

Food is not
allowed outside of
the dining hall

Don’t waste food

Use recycling bins for trash
that can be recycled.

Clean up after
yourself
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Registration
Please note that registration desks will
temporarily close at 2:00 pm during Jumu’ah
Khutba and Prayer, so members should make
every effort to be on time. Registration team will
work with the guests to process registration
while maintaining the etiquette for Jumu’ah.
Please follow signs for registration.

Security
•
•
•
•
•

•

Please be prepared to have your bags checked
and walk in through a metal detector.
Your Jalsa badges should be clearly visible at all
times.
Photography is not permitted in the Jalsa Gah.
Pocket knives and scissors are not permitted in
the Jalsa Gah.
If guests notice any suspicious activity at the Jalsa
Gah, please report it to the nearest security
volunteer on duty.
All guests that need a wheel chair for use during
the entire jalsa are requested to bring their own. A
limited amount of wheel chairs will be available
for brief trips to various sections of the Jalsa Gah.
Your understanding and cooperation is
appreciated.

PARKING & DROP OFF FOR HANDICAPPED &
ELDERLY

•

•

•

The elderly and handicapped should be dropped
off at the designated drop off area to the Lajna
and Children’s Jalsa Gah entrances.
They will be transported by the perimeter security
volunteers in golf carts and personal wheelchairs
to the Jalsa Gahs.
Like previously and for safety reasons, personal
cars with handicapped license tags cannot park
near the entrances to the Lajna Jalsa Gahs.

Hospitality
Jalsa Salana is an opportunity for us to host guests
of the Promised Messiahas and strengthen our
relationships as sisters in faith. Please encourage
your guests including Ahmadis visiting from foreign
countries to visit the Hospitality Booth. We would
like to personally welcome them to Jalsa Salana
USA, provide a small gift on behalf of Lajna Ima’illah
USA and host them during Ziafat. We are also
available to answer tabligh questions and address
their needs, Insha’Allah. Email Dhiya Bakr at
tabligh@lajnausa.net for any questions.

Hazri Nigrani
“Serving Humanity is the hallmark of every
Ahmadi volunteer and this spirit should always be
kept alive.” (Friday Sermon,8/5/16)

As the demands of Jalsa keep growing the need for
volunteers is constantly increasing. Volunteering for
as few as two hours can support the function of many
departments. Lajna members are sincerely requested
to submit their names for volunteering. We urge you
to avail yourselves of this opportunity to reap the
benefits from serving during this auspicious
gathering.
• Please reach out to your local Sadr Sahiba if you
wish to volunteer.
• Please make sure to be flexible for the duty
assignment.
• Remember it’s never too late to sign up, so make
sure to visit us at the Hazri Nigrani Booth at the
Jalsa Gah.
May Allah shower you with His Countless Blessings
and reward you abundantly for your time and efforts,
Ameen.

First Aid
First aid and medical consultations will be provided in the Main Jalsa Gah and Children’s Jalsa Gah, Insha’Allah.
We will also provide brown bag consultations to help you understand your medications, how to take them and
what side effects to expect. However, please remember to bring all your medications that you regularly take with
you. If you wish to make an appointment, please register at the Main Jalsa Gah First Aid booth.
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Fundraising
PIZZA, KULFIS, DRINKS, SAMOSAS, PAPRI
CHAAT, FALOODAH, CANDY & SNACKS!
Bring lots of small bills so you do not hold up the
lines. We are only open when the Jalsa sessions are
closed. Please help us keep the area clean by
throwing your trash in trashcans and cans and clean
plastics in Recycling bins. Please practice good
discipline by forming lines for buying food and do not
jump the lines.

National Exhibition
Handicraft
COME VISIT US AT THE NATIONAL
EXHIBITION BY THE SANATODASTAKARI
DEPARTMENT. ALL PROCEEDS GO TO
LAJNA IMA’ILLAHTO BE UTILIZED FOR
LAJNA’S PROJECTS.
We have a wide selection of burqas/dusters,
shalwar/qameez suits, sarees, scarves, shawls, fabric,
clothing from Pakistani boutiques, Alai Sallahu silver
jewelry, Allah pendants, Turkish jewelry and other
items of interest like Islamic calligraphy, Qur’an
covers, etc. We have a limited amount of 22 karat
gold bangles, rings, earrings, and pendants available
for sale as well. New addition this year will be organic
mango achar, organic guava preserves, saunf, and a
few other homemade baked items.
MEHNDI
We have had great success with our "Mehndi
application" booth at Jalsa. It would be a great help if
more members who know this art form volunteer for
a shift or two. Those who are interested, please
contact Ansa Rehmatullah Sahiba at
sanatodastakari@lajnausa.net. All activities take
place only during the Jalsa breaks.

Waqf-e-Nau Booth
GENERAL INFORMATION AND CAREER
COUNSELING DESK
The Waqf-e-Nau Department has arranged a booth to
provide general information and career counseling to
Waqifat. All Waqifat and their mothers are
encouraged to visit the booth. If your contact
information has changed recently, please update
your records at the booth. Our volunteers will be
available to guide you regarding Waqf-e-Nau
numbers, syllabus, and Waqf-e-Nau classes/tests.

PAAMA
INTRODUCING PAN AFRICAN AHMADIYYA
MUSLIM ASSOCIATION (PAAMA) LAJNA
Learn how PAAMA Lajna USA is working to unite,
empower and inspire African Ahmadiyya Muslim
diaspora to serve Islam, Society and Africa. Members
particularly of the African diaspora are encouraged to
visit the booth to update their membership
information and volunteer in department activities
such as Tabligh and Publications.

No food in the booths area!

Stop by the

Lajna Bookstall
for an excellent selection of books!
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Events at Jalsa Salana 2018
AWSA Member
Meeting
Saturday, July 14
2:00 pm
Children’s Jalsa Gah

Waqifat-e Nau
Class
Friday, July 13
7:00pm
Susquehanna (B)

Nau Mubaiyat
Luncheon
Saturday, July 14
2:00pm
Room 112

Abdus Salam
Science Fair
Saturday, July 14
6:30pm
AWSA Booth
(North Hall)

Lajna Students’
Social
Saturday, July 14
6:30pm
Susquehanna (B)

Waqf-e-Nau Girls
Rededication
Workshop
Saturday, July 14
2:00pm
Susquehanna (B)

This event is open to any Lajna or Nasirat, who has an interest in science.
We will have the general meeting in the Children’s Jalsa Gah. Visit www.awsa-usa.org or email
awsa@lajnausa.net for more information.

All Waqfe Nau girls along with their mothers are requested to come on time to attend the
Waqfe Nau Class. Siblings are also welcome to sit in and observe. Local Muavinat Sadr
Waqifat-e Nau are also encouraged to attend. Respected National Sadr Lajna Ima’illah will
address the class. For location/directions, please visit the Waqfe Nau Booth. Jazakumullah.
For any questions, please send an email to waqifat@lajnausa.net

New converts of the last 3 years will have lunch together on Saturday July 14, 2018 at Room
112. This is a lovely opportunity to meet other new sisters. Please contact Nusrat Jahan Bashir
Sahiba at tarbiyyatnaumubaiyat@lajnausa.net if you are a recent convert and will be coming
to Jalsa.
The event is open to any Lajna or Nasirat at any level. The poster should not be larger than 3
feet by 4 feet and should be free standing on a trifold board. Small props are permissible, but
nothing containing hazardous materials. The poster should reference the Holy Qur’an in some
way. You must register your project by July 11 at www.awsa-usa.org. You may drop off your
poster on Saturday, July 14, 2018 at the AWSA booth. Posters must be picked up, no later than
2:00pm Sunday, July 15. If you have any questions, please contact the AWSA President, Dr.

Nusrat Sharif, at AWSA@lajnausa.net

Enjoy an evening of activities, dinner and friends. Please RSVP by July 6, 2018 at
JalsaDaftar@lajnausa.net

Waqf-e-Nau girls ages 14 and above must attend this very import workshop. The steps for rededication will be explained in this workshop. For location/directions please visit the Waqf-eNau Booth. Jazakumullah.
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70th USA JALSA SALANA, PROGRAM – LADIES SESSION
Saturday, July 14th 2018
PA Farm Show Complex & Expo Center
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

Saturday Morning Session

Saturday Afternoon Session

10:30 AM

Recitation from the Holy Qur’an
with Urdu & English Translation
Poem with English Translation

3:45 PM

Recitation from the Holy Qur’an
with Urdu & English Translation
Poem with English Translation

11:00

Istaghfar – Amatul Wadood
Ahmad (Willingboro, NJ)

4:15

Islam and Social Justice –
Minahil Munir (Detroit, MI)

11:20

‘If you become Mine, the whole
world will be thine’ – Amatul Hai
Ahmad (Potomac, MD) – Urdu

4:35

Remembering our Pioneers –
Dhiya Bakr (Zion, IL)

4:55

Welcome New Ahmadis / Group
Poem with English Translation

5:10

‘We have heard a Crier calling
unto faith’ – Saliha Malik,
Sadr Lajna Ima’illah USA

5:30

Announcements

11:40

Poem with English Translation

11:55

Sacrifices – Aziza Rahman (LA
East, CA)

12:15

Forging a Muslim-American
Identity – Lubna R. Malik (Laurel,
MD)

12:35

Talent Awards/ Nasirat
Recognition – Holy Qur’an
Completions

1:15
1:30

Announcements
Salat-ul-Zuhr, Salat-ul-Asr and
Lunch
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The Jalsa Bulletin was compiled by the
Lajna Jalsa Team & National
Publications Secretary under the
guidance of National Sadr Sahiba,
Saliha Malik.
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