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Ahadith
Anas relates that the Holy Prophetsaw said: Allah says: When a servant of Mine advances towards Me a foot, I
advance towards him a yard, and when he advances towards Me a yard, I advance towards him the length of his
arms spread out. When he comes to Me walking, I go to him running (Bukhari).

Abu Hurairah relates that the Holy Prophetsaw said: There are a hundred grades of Paradise, which Allah has
prepared for those who strive in the cause of Allah and the distance between any two of those grades is like the
distance between heaven and earth (Bukhari).
Hazrat Abu Ummah Sudayy ibn Ajalan Bahili relates that the Holy Prophetsaw said: There is nothing dearer to
Allah than two drops and two marks. The drops are a tear shed out of love for Allah and a drop of blood shed in
the cause of Allah. The marks are: a mark received in the cause of Allah and a mark acquired in discharging a
duty to Allah (Tirmidhi).

Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IVrh explained in his sermon of September 25, 1998, that the mark is not the marks one acquires
from prayer, as is commonly thought, because people who pray for show may also acquire these marks. These are marks
acquired in the service of Allah. He gives the example of those who work for the Jama’at out of Love for Allah. He also said
that Allah needs nothing from us except some signs of love for Him.

Writings of the Promised Messiahas
I have brought you a commandment, which is that Jihad with the sword has been ended but the Jihad
of the purification of your spirits must continue to be waged. I say this not on my own but in order to
proclaim the design of God. Reflect on the Hadith of Bukhari wherein in it is stated that the Promised
Messiah would put an end to fighting for the faith. Accordingly, I command those who have joined my
ranks that they should discard all such notions.

They should purify their hearts and foster their mercy and should have sympathy for the afflicted. They
should spread peace on the earth, for this would cause their faith to spread. They should not wonder
how this would come about, as God the Almighty has utilized the elements and all earthly means for
the purpose of bringing about new inventions to serve human needs like mechanical locomotion, etc.
In the same way, He will put His angels to work for the fulfillment of spiritual needs through heavenly
signs, without the intervention of human agencies, and there will appear many flashes of light whereby
the eyes of multitudes will be opened (British Government and Jihad pp.14 – 15).

No true Muslim has ever believed that the sword should spread Islam. Islam has always been spread
through its inherent qualities. Those who, calling themselves Muslims, seek to spread Islam by means
of the sword are not aware of its inherent qualities and their conduct resembles the conduct of wild
beasts (Tiraqul Qulub p.35 footnote).
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National Correspondence
Message from National Sadr Lajna Ima’illah, Saliha Malik
My Dear Sisters,
“Assalamu alaikum wa rahamtullahi wa barakatuhu”
These are especially exciting times! No doubt, everyone is now fully aware of and hopefully fully
engaged in our Jama’ats new endeavor: The True Islam Campaign. I am in awe of how our Jama’at,
prompted by the inspiring and encouraging words of our beloved Huzooratba in his Khutba of December 11,
2015, has turned a potentially frightening and disturbing time into a great and promising opportunity. May
Allah continue to bless this Jama’at with these magnificent signs that draw us ever closer to Him, Ameen.
Furthermore, I am delighted to notice how suitable and befitting our current quarter’s Taleem and
Tarbiyat Lajna Program is for us at this time in teaching us to remain steadfast in all trials and difficulties.
Keeping in mind, therefore, how Allah wishes to ‘distinguish those who strive in His way and who remain
steadfast’ (3:143), let us all work together on this new campaign so that our beautiful and true Islam can be
widely known. We want to change people’s minds about Islam.
For the past few years, prompted by our beloved Huzoor’satba stirring reminders, Lajna Ima’illah USA
has been focused on the subject of self-reflection in order to understand and live by the finer points of being
a sincere Ahmadi. Last year in particular we explored the subject of Jihad-e-Akbar – the road to selfreformation in all our Ijtemaat and gatherings. We especially reflected on and personally engaged in the
inner struggle against selfish and materialistic passions. This is of course an ongoing life-long journey.
Now, we must make use of that valuable work as we stand up against the growing opposition, against
Islamophobia and these unstable political times. And we can only stand up against it if we are strong in our
own observance. So let us turn to Allah in heartfelt Prayer and beseech Him for His Help and protection.
Let us take this extraordinary opportunity to increase our love for Him, improve in our own practice and
with love for mankind and forbearance let us enter this new Jihad of establishing the True Islam…
It is indeed a huge responsibility on every Ahmadi to increase their knowledge of the Qur'an,
present good models and attract the world…. Our task is to disseminate the message of peace and
security (Khutba 12/11/2015).
May Allah enable us to do so, Ameen.
Wasalaam,
Saliha Malik
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National Correspondence
Letters from the office of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih Khamisatba
September 12, 2015
Dear Sadr Lajna Ima’illah USA,
Assalamo Alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatahu
I have received your National Report, your August 7, 2015 activity
reports for Lajna and Nasirat and the syllabus and workbook for
Nasirat dated 2015-2017, Jazaka’Mullah.
Your reports demonstrate that members are working well in all
shobas, Mash 'Allah. There were many notable events in this
month alone but the highlight of this period was the Jalsa Salana
USA. As well as the regular programs, it was pleasing to note that
new initiatives were started such as the social event for young
Lajna members and the Waqfe-e-Nau Re-dedication Workshop, Mash 'Allah.
It is also pleasing to read that a special dinner was held on the 7th August to honor Syeda Apa Tahira Siddiqa
Begum Sahiba at Masjid Mubarak. This event was well attended and members were able to benefit from the
advice and wisdom by this lady, Ameen.
The Nasirat Workbook is very well presented with clear guidelines on how it should be utilized. May all
nasirat members benefit from this and increase in their religious knowledge, Ameen.
May Allah bless Lajna Ima’illah USA to achieve greater spiritual heights, Ameen.
Please convey my loving Salaam to all the Nasirat and Lajna Ima’illah members in USA.
Wassalaam.
November 17, 2015
Dear Sadr Lajna Ima’illah USA,
Assalamo Alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatahu
I have received your activity report for July 2015, together with your request for prayers. Jazaka’Mullah.
The report reflects the hard work and dedication of Lajna Ima’illah USA; each Shoba is being given the
importance it deserves. May Allah enable Lajna Ima’illah USA to serve the Jama’at with sincerity and
dedication.
It is pleasing to note that by the Grace of Allah, the 1st National Waqfe Nau Camp was successfully held,
and the report of the West Coast Ijtema on the theme of ‘Jihad-e-Akbar: the road to self-reformation’
mentions that it was an inspiring event. I pray that Allah blesses you and your members abundantly and
your affiliation with the Jama’at and Khilafat may continue to grow stronger. Please convey my loving
Salaam to all the Nasirat and Lajna Ima’illah members in USA.
Wassalaam.

4 of 56

5 of 56

Lajna Matters 1st Quarter Issue, 2016

December 5, 2015

January 27, 2016

Dear Sadr Sahiba Lajna Ima’illah USA,

Dear Sadr Lajna Ima’illah USA,

Assalamo Alaikum wa Rahmatullahi

Assalamo Alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa
Barakatahu

I have received the report of Majlis Shura of Lajna
Ima’illah USA 2015.
I endorse all recommendations as well as the budget
forwarded by the Majlis Shura.
May Allah the Almighty enable you to implement
these recommendations in the best way and may
your efforts bring successful results. Ameen.
Wassalaam.

January 27, 2016
Dear Sadr Lajna Ima’illah USA,
Assalamo Alaikum Wa Rahmatullahi Wa Barakatahu,
Your activity report for the month of September
2015 has been received. Jazaka’Mullah.
In light of current anti-Islamic sentiment, the work
you have achieved this month is vital in creating
better relations between Islam and the greater
community, It is hoped the dialogue of peace on
Lajna Day on the Hill has helped achieve this and also
the theme of Self Reformation has instilled the
importance of Jihad amongst the attendees of the
Ijtema.

I have received your activity report dated
October 2015, the Annual Tehrik-e-Jadid report
for 2014-2015 and your quarterly magazine
‘Lajna Matters’ dated November 2015,
Jazaka’Mullah.
Your report reflects the many activities have
been held during this time. It is pleasing to read
that your successful Majlis-e-Shura was very well
attended with 290 delegates and 34 observers
participating from regions across the United
States, Mash 'Allah. May all the participants and
observers gain an insight into their
responsibilities, Ameen.
The Midwest region organized a Waqfe Nau
Ijtema with an attendance of 6 Majaalis. The
Holy Qur’an, Hadith, Prayers, Nazm, Attributes
of Allah, Salat, and religious knowledge were
tested as part of the educational competitions. A
panel discussion was also held on the topic of
‘The importance of being a Waqifah’ and was
presented by Chicago Northwest Waqifah,
which proved to give a very interesting insight
into the duties of a Waqifah, Mash’Allah.

May Allah reward Lajna Ima’illah USA for all their
hard work and enable them to achieve successes in
Tabligh and all shobas of ever increasing magnitude.

It is pleasing to see through your Tehrik-e-Jadid
report for 2014-2015 those contributions have
increased, Mash’Allah. May Allah reward Lajna
Ima’illah USA for their sincere efforts and
sacrifices, Ameen.

Please convey my Salaam to all Nasirat and Lajna
Ima’illah members of USA.

Please convey my loving Salaam to all the
Nasirat and Lajna Ima’illah members in the USA.

Wassalaam.

Wassalaam.
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National Correspondence
Letters from the office of Private Secretary of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih Khamisatba
January 10, 2016
London
Respected Amir Sahib, USA:
Assalaamo Alaikum warahatullaahi wabarakaatohu.
I hope you are doing well. Allah be with you.
Over the recent past, it has been noted that some individuals leave their country and come to London
without having preciously booked a Mulaqat, and then ask the Private Secretary Office to immediately
grant them a Mulaqat. When they are asked if they have received verification from Amir Sahib and if they
have received confirmation of a time for Mulaqat, then they say that they have informed their Sadr Jama’at
and he has told them to proceed, the fax will be sent. In like manner, some Sadran Jama’at send the
Mulaqat form directly to London without verification. Also, some Mulaqat forms do not contain any
contact phone number.
Respectfully, please ensure that Sadran Jama’at and members of the Jama’at abide by these previous
instructions of Huzoor-e-Anwaratba and make efforts to clearly distribute this guidance. Due to this, the
Private Secretary Office as well as those individuals who come for Mulaqat are presented with difficulties
and are faced with grief.
Through announcements and circulars, please kindly remind Jama’ats once again that it is necessary for
every individual who comes for Mulaqat that after sending to the Private Secretary Office London the
verification for Mulaqat and before starting the journey, to please call the following numbers for the Private
Secretary Office 01144 208877 5555 and 01144 208877 5556 and book a time for the Mulaqat. Only after
this should they finalize their travel. The Mulaqat time should be settled before starting the journey to
London. The act of merely faxing of a verification letter does not itself book a Mulaqat. In the future, those
individuals who come without following this due process will not be granted a Mulaqat.
It is our request to please clearly inform members of these matters. Additionally, aside from announcing
the instructions of Huzoor-e-Anwaratba in Jama’ats, please also publish them from time to time in Jama’at
publications and bulletins.
Jazaakumullaah ahsan al-jazaa.
Wassalaam,
Khaaksaar,
Munir Ahmad Javed
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Selection of Huzoor’satba Sermons
The Promised Messiah and True Islam - December 11, 2015
Recently a newspaper columnist and an Australian politician said that Muslims become terrorists because of
the Islamic teaching of Jihad and other commandments of Islam. A politician serving in the Government here in
the UK has also said that there are some commandments in Islam, which incline people towards extremism.
ISIS has captured regions of Iraq and Syria and has created their own state. They threaten the Western world
and have also attacked it in a barbaric way killing innocent people. This has frightened people and has given some
leaders, owing to their lack of knowledge or anti-Muslim views, the chance to speak against Islam. It is being
written that other religions also had some harsh teachings but their adherents either do not follow those
teachings or they have changed them in keeping with the times. They call for the Qur'an to also undergo changes
in accordance with the times. This shows or proves that these people admit that the teaching they follow is no
more from God but is now man-made. This was destined to happen because there was no Divine promise for
these teaching to last till the end. When God stated about the Holy Qur'an “Verily, We Ourself have sent down
this Exhortation, and most surely We will be its Guardian” (15:10). He also arranged for its safeguard.
In his various commentaries of this verse, the Promised Messiahas has said the following:
It has been the way of Allah the Exalted from time immemorial that when He forbids a people from an act, it
is definitely in the destiny of those people that some among them will perpetrate that act. Just as He forbade
the Jews in the Torah not to interpolate the Torah and other Divine Books. Ultimately, some of them
interpolated these Books. However, the Holy Qur'an does not state that it should not be interpolated.
Rather, it states: 'Verily, We Ourself have sent down this Exhortation, and most surely We will be its
Guardian' (15:10) (Tafseer Hazrat Masih e Maud, Vol. II, p. 769).
It is clear [from this verse] that when a people will be raised to eliminate this Exhortation from the world,
God will safeguard it from the heavens through one of His elect (Tafseer Hazrat Masih e Maud, Vol. II, p.
768).
Time and again these people object about the teachings of the Holy Qur'an and try to obliterate it because
their own teachings have either been obliterated or only remain in books. Recently a short clip was being
circulated on the Whatsapp messaging application. Two young men where showing people passages from a book
which said Qur'an on its cover. They read out the passages to people on the street and everyone agreed that it
was such harsh teaching of Islam that led Muslims to extremism. After a while the young men removed the cover
of the book to reveal that it was in fact the Bible they were quoting from. No one said anything negative and
simply laughed it off, both men and women. Someone said it was surprising because she had been to a Christian
school and had read the Bible but had no idea about those passages. Such are their ways; if a Muslim does
something wrong it is linked to his religion but if a person of another religion does something wrong he is
deemed to be mentally unstable or has learning difficulties.
We acknowledge that erroneous actions of some Muslim groups have tarnished the name of Islam.
However, it is malicious and spiteful to target teachings of the Holy Qur'an on the basis of some extreme actions
carried out by terrorists. One such extreme case of anti-Islamic rhetoric these days, are coming from a
presidential candidate in the USA. Regardless of what they say against Islam, their religion or their own revised
man-made [religious] laws cannot compete with the beautiful teaching of Islam.
In accordance with divine promise a Messiah was sent in this age to safeguard the teaching of Islam and he
made us aware of its beauties. The Promised Messiahas says:
The Holy Qur'an, which is also known as Dikr (Exhortation) was sent down in the early days to remind of
the truths and verities, which are inherent in man but had been forgotten. By virtue of the firm promise of
Allah the Exalted '…most surely We will be its Guardian' a teacher came down from the heavens in this age
as well. He is a manifestation of 'And among others from among them who have not yet joined them…'
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(62:4) and his coming was promised. And it is him who now speaks among you (Tafseer Hazrat Masih e
Maud, Vol. II, p. 770).
Allah the Exalted promises 'Verily, We Ourself have sent down this Exhortation, and most surely We will be
its Guardian' and assumes the responsibility of safeguarding Islam and the Qur'an Himself. He thus saved
Muslims from trouble and did not let them get embroiled in perversion. Fortunate are those who value this
movement and derive benefit from it (Tafseer Hazrat Masih e Maud, Vol. II, p. 770).
In accordance with His promise 'Verily, We Ourself have sent down this Exhortation, and most surely We
will be its Guardian' Allah the Exalted has sent me at the start of the fourteenth century to establish the
greatness of the Holy Qur'an (Tafseer Hazrat Masih e Maud, Vol. II, p. 770).
No other religious leader today enjoys the Divine succor and support that is with us (Tafseer Hazrat Masih e
Maud, Vol. II, p. 770).
These are the answers to the objections raised against Islam. The acknowledgement of people of other
religions that they have changed their teachings to suit the times is an admission that their religions are lifeless.
But the words of the Promised Messiahas are for the Muslim world. They should connect with him and silence the
opponents who allege Islam to be a religion of violence. And those who claim to spread Islam through use of force
are in fact tools of anti-Muslim powers. The Promised Messiahas elucidated that this is not the age of Jihad of the
sword. Permission for Jihad of the sword was only granted under the specific conditions of early Islam when the
enemy wanted to obliterate Islam with the use of the sword. Islam is replete with the teaching of love and peace
and today this teaching needs to be propagated. Each Ahmadi needs to understand and practice this teaching and
forge a living connection with God. Today it is the Ahmadi who has to impart this knowledge to Muslims and
non-Muslims. Those who criticize Islam are ignorant and we must inform them of their ignorance. The teaching
of Islam is that of peace and security and we have to impart this teaching in light of the Holy Qur'an. We have to
ask others how they could say that Islam is a violent religion while having no knowledge of Islam. We have to tell
the Muslims that by killing each other and through sectarian strife they are bringing Islam in disrepute.
Though our means are limited, still we should carry out this task as much as possible through press, media
and other means in every country and every city. It is extremely important to inform the world of the true
picture of Islam. With the grace of God our Jama'at focuses on this almost everywhere but the times demand that
media is continuously used for this purpose. Contacts with the media should be maintained and public should be
informed [of the facts] via the media. With the grace of God we have good links with the media in USA and also
have some links here and in Germany. But these need to be expanded.
Recently an MP from Glasgow spoke in the UK Parliament about the reality of Islam with reference to the
Ahmadiyya Jama'at. She said Ahmadi Muslims practice the teachings of Islam. She said she had attended our peace
symposium in Glasgow and was full of praise. The Home Secretary who was also in the House responded by
saying that the Islam practiced by Ahmadi Muslims was indeed different from the one acted upon by the
extremists. She added that Ahmadis were peaceful citizens. Of course the fact is that Ahmadis do not represent
any new teaching but only present the teachings of the Holy Qur'an.
So, if this were not followed up people would soon forget. A remark was made in the UK Parliament but
then forgotten. What is needed is to keep it fresh in minds as to what the teaching of Islam is. After our odd
mention in the media, silence follows. A terrorist attack takes places and it garners headlines and opportunity is
created for anti-Muslim sentiments to be aired.
During his recent tour of Japan many spoke to Hazrat Khalifatul Masih including well-educated people. In
fact a Christian priest said that whatever Huzoor said in light of the teachings of Islam needed to be relayed to not
just the people of Japan but the world. He said that the message should not be limited to the event in which it was
given but should be taken all over Japan through continuous efforts. Now, fair-minded people outside the Jama'at
are also telling us not be remain silent but to present this teaching continuously before the world, then alone will
it be of benefit. It is now the task of the Jama'at in Japan to plan and keep up the momentum. Similarly, here in
the UK and other countries of the world the message of the beautiful teaching of Islam, the insight for which we
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have garnered from the Promised Messiahas should be disseminated. Nothing can match this beautiful teaching,
which is explained entirely in light of the Holy Qur'an.
God sent the Promised Messiahas to present the correct interpretation and commentary of the Holy Qur'an
and thus safeguard it. He fulfilled this [his mission] extremely well [as evident] through his books, Malfoozat and
speeches. God took the task of safeguarding the Holy Qur'an in this age through him and it is also the task of
every Ahmadi to take this message to people of every stratum of society and of every persuasion. The Promised
Messiahas wrote about the peaceful teaching of Islam:
For a fact, Islam has never advocated compulsion in religion. If you closely study the Holy Qur’an, books of
Hadith and historical records, and examine them and reflect upon them as far as possible, you will realize
that the charge that Islam ever used force and wielded the sword to spread the faith is an utterly unfounded
and shameless allegation. People who have not been able to read the Qur’an, Hadith and the authentic
chronicles in an objective and impartial spirit, and have made free use of slander and falsehood; level such
charges against Islam. I know this time is approaching fast when those who are hungry and thirsty for truth
will come to know the reality of these slanderous charges. How can we describe Islam as a religion of
compulsion, when its Holy Book, the Holy Qur’an, unequivocally commands: 'There should be no
compulsion in religion…' (2:257). This means that you are simply not allowed to convert people by force.
Can we ever accuse the great Prophet Mohammadsaw of using force, while, for thirteen long years of his
Meccan life, he continued to exhort his companions not to return evil for evil, but to forbear and forgive?
When mischief exceeded all limits, and everyone joined hands to try to obliterate Islam, God's wrath
required that the sword should kill those, who kill by the sword. Except for this, the Holy Qur’an does not
at all approve of compulsion. Were it so, the companions of our Holy Prophetsaw, in moments of trial,
would not have succeeded in proving their sincerity as true believers. While the loyalty of the companions of
our Master, the Holy Prophetsaw is a matter upon which I hardly need to dwell…(Jesus in India, pp. 10-11).
Wars in Islam fall under three categories: i. Defensive wars – war by way of self-protection. ii. Punitive war
– blood for blood. iii. War to establish freedom – to break the hold of those who kill converts to Islam
(Jesus in India, p. 11).
The Qur'an clearly commands not to raise the sword in order to spread Islam and that the innate qualities of
the religion should be presented and that others should be attracted through pious models. Do not think that
in the early days of Islam use of the sword was commanded, because the sword was never wielded to spread
Islam. Quite the contrary, it was drawn in self-defense against enemy attacks or in order to establish peace
(Star Of The Empress, p. 11).
Those who are known as Muslims and only know that Islam should be spread by the use of force are not
cognizant of the inherent qualities of Islam and their ways are the ways of beasts (Tafseer Hazrat Masih e
Maud, Vol. I, p. 747).
The Promised Messiahas has thus drawn our attention to present the intrinsic beauties of Islam by increasing
our own knowledge and then attract people through good practice. It is indeed a huge responsibility on every
Ahmadi to increase their knowledge of the Qur'an, present good models and attract the world. This is the way
we can, in subordination to the Promised Messiahas serve Islam, the Holy Qur'an and inform the world about it.
The Qur'an states about those who do not accept its message: “And they say, 'If we were to follow the
guidance with thee, we should be snatched away from our land…” (28:58). Here the teaching of Islam is not
being criticized on grounds of being violent. Those who do not accept it are being critical that if they abide by
the teaching of peace and security, people around them will ruin them! Islam teaches peace, if some Muslim
groups do not abide by it; it is their misfortune. Indeed, they are not safeguarding the commandments of the
Holy Qur'an. That is something the Promised Messiahas and the Jama'at will do. We have to show the world and
those against Islam with our word and practice that Islam is not dangerous. As the Promised Messiah as said, it is
the falsehood and slander of anti-Islam elements that is putting the world in danger. Big powers also have a hand
in the chaotic state of affairs in Muslim countries. Some of them now admit that the Muslim extremists are a
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product of the situation created by Western governments in Iraq. Those who perpetrate terrorism in the name of
Islam are certainly not exempt but the big world powers played a role in stoking the fire. All this has come to pass
because justice and fairness was not followed.
Times have changed and now a statement given by a big power is not quietly accepted by the world. Through
various means of communications every analyst can reach out to the world and express views. On one hand there
is talk of eliminating terrorists through air strikes and on the other hand those who arm them or carry out illegal
financial transactions with them are completely disregarded. World peace is not only being destroyed by the
Muslim extremist groups, who are of course creating havoc by going against the teachings of Islam. Rather, big
world powers are also involved in this. Self-interest is paramount for them while world peace is incidental and
secondary.
A true Muslim knows that God is Salam (the Source of Peace) and wishes security for His creation. Among
true Muslims, certainly Ahmadis have the insight of the commandments and guidance of God regarding giving
peace and security to humanity and to establish peace in the world. He states: “I swear by his repeated cry ‘O my
Lord! That these are a people who will not believe.’ Therefore, turn aside from them, and say, 'Peace'; and soon
they shall know” (43:89-90). This is the teaching of the Holy Qur'an. When the Holy Prophetsaw called people to
God, they rejected his message. Not only did they reject his message of peace, they tried to ruin his peace. Yet
God commanded to excuse them because they did not have sense and was foolish and asked the Holy Prophetsaw to
continue to tell them that His message was of peace and security. Seeing that this is what God instructed the Holy
Prophetsaw in the face of persecution of the opponents, how much more important it becomes for every Muslim to
follow suit in today's climate and take the message of Islam to others in this manner.
Our task is to disseminate the message of peace and security. As the Promised Messiahas said if ever force was
used in Islam it was in self-defense and to establish peace, never to perpetrate cruelty. It is out of the question that
the Holy Qur'an would ever, anywhere, command to raise the sword or use force against those who do not accept
what we say. If Muslim groups or Muslim leaders are contradicting this with their practice, it is not borne of Islam,
it is borne of self-interest or the interests of big world powers who have made these people their tools. On top of
this Islam is alleged to have violent teachings! True believers and servants of the Gracious God have been identified
in the Qur’an as: “…and when the ignorant address them, they say, 'Peace!'” (25:64). This is what the Qur'an
teaches. None of us, in particular the youngsters, should have any kind of complex. It is Islam and only Islam that
guarantees peace in the world today and the Holy Qur'an gives the teaching to end extremism. We all need to gain
insight of this teaching and to put it in practice and just as the Promised Messiahas said show the world with our
practice that today God has enabled us to safeguard the Qur'an and it is God's grace. Correct interpretation and
commentary of the Holy Qur'an is safeguarding its meanings and God has sent the Promised Messiahas for this. God
has enabled us to accept the Promised Messiahas and has thus chosen us to spread this beautiful teaching in the
world; it is the responsibility of every Ahmadi. Every Ahmadi boy, girl, man and woman should make efforts
towards this [goal].
The world is teetering on the edge of a pit of fire. The situation can arise anytime that would plunge it into the
pit of fire. It is the responsibility of Ahmadis to try to save the world from falling in the fire and to work towards
peace and security and Ahmadis alone can do this task. Effort is needed for this task. The main aspect to attain this
objective is to inculcate a special connection with God, to turn to Him and bow down to Him and to instill
righteousness in hearts. Then alone can we give peace and security to ourselves, to our next generation and to the
world. For such an occasion the Promised Messiahas said in a poetic couplet:
It is fire, but all those will be saved from the fire
Who love God, The Possessor of Wonders!
What is needed is to make our connection with the All-Powerful God stronger still and foster our love for
Him. May He enable us to strive in this way and may He give sense to the worldly people to listen to God and
reform themselves so that they are saved from falling in the pit of destruction.
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BA’IT UL HAMEED MOSQUE. CHINO CA
Alhamdulillah! The 30th West Coast Jalsa Salana was successfully held at Bait ul Hameed Mosque in
Chino, California from December 25-27. We were most grateful for the opportunity to host this
blessed event.

The Jalsa was well attended by 1700+
members and approximately 700+ Lajna and
Nasirat. Respected Sadr Lajna Ima’illah USA,
Saliha Malik Sahiba, also visited for a few days
and we thank her for attending the Jalsa and
meeting with the members of all West Coast
Majalis.
Sadr Sahiba presided over the Ladies Session,
which was held on Saturday morning, which
started with the recitation of the Holy Qur’an
from Surah Al Imran 3:191 - 196 and reminded
us that we ‘have heard a Crier calling us unto faith” followed by Southwest Regional Sadr’s, Bina
Majeed Sahiba’s, welcoming remarks.
The speeches were very educational, thought provoking and well presented:
Elevating the status of our worship - Rabia Chaudhry
The Holy Prophet Mohammadsaw: welfare and service of mankind (Urdu Speech) - Sadaf
Noor
Role of a woman in leading the future generations to follow the righteous path - Hina
Mahmud
Acceptance of my Prayers in finding God - Jenna Rolstad
Honoring our Pledge with the Imam of the Age -Alishba Haq, on behalf of Lajna ages 15 – 25
Respected Sadr Sahiba, Saliha Malik, gave the closing speech on “Stand up in Prayer at night.”
She emphasized the need to follow our beloved Master, the Holy Prophetsaw, who prepared himself
for the opposition and challenges he was to face and strengthened and transformed his followers by
standing up in heartfelt Prayer at night. She exhorted everyone to rise to the occasion of increased

Jalsa Salana

As a Muntazma e ala of this program, I would like to take this opportunity to express my heart felt
gratitude and Jazak’Allah to all Jalsa volunteers who worked hard, exhibited a disciplined approach,
acted with sincerity, love and affection, maintained a great attitude and worked as a team to provide a
welcoming atmosphere for all guests. This is only possible with the prayers of Promised Messiahas and
blessings of Allah. Special thanks also to all the guests of the Promised Messiahas from various parts of
the North America and especially the Northwest Region, who made the effort to travel, volunteer and
participate enthusiastically.
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Islamophobia by strengthening our ties with Allah and remaining steadfast in our faith and presenting the true
Islam in our observance and our conduct. She encouraged everyone to not be afraid when we have the Prayers
of the Imam of the Age and the Khalifa with us and concluded with the passionate words of the Promised
Messiahas, “Blessed are you who do not get tired in your Prayers… for in the end you will be the recipients of
grace” (Essence of Islam). The session ended with silent prayer.
All three days of this Jalsa were faith inspiring but it was made especially memorable by the Saturday afternoon
men’s session, in which the True Islam Campaign was unveiled. Everyone felt most uplifted and heartened.
We were ready to endorse the eleven points and embark on spreading the True Islam with new energy!
Meetings and visits with Sadr Lajna Ima’illah:
Sadr Lajna, Saliha Malik Sahiba, held several meetings with members of the West Coast Region during Jalsa and
in the days that followed. On Saturday, she discussed the importance of purdah with all Northwest Region
Majalis. At meal times she met with various Southwest Majalis: San Diego, Phoenix and Tucson. On Monday,
she held an Aamilah meeting with LA East and LA Inland Empire Aamilah and Halqa Nigran and encouraged
them to be mindful of setting a good example and gathering the members. On Tuesday, together with Regional
Sadr Southwest, Bina Majeed Sahiba, she traveled to Las Vegas. On Wednesday, she met with Lajna ages 15-25
of LA East and LA Inland Empire, who shared their bright energy and some concerns. On Thursday, she went
to Bait us Salaam to meet with LA West. On Friday, her visit concluded after joining us for Tahajjud Prayer,
Jumu’ah and the Rishta Na’ata session on New Year’s Day.
Fundraisers and stalls:








Funds raised for Lajna Hall through Handicraft and
Snack Stalls
Snack/ Bake Sale stall for Bait us Salaam
Bake Sale/ Espresso/ Art stall for Humanity First
National Lajna Handicraft Stall raised funds for
Lajna Hall, African Village and Needy Sisters funds
Book Stall sales
Purdah book sale
AMSAW also set up a booth and answered
students’ questions.

We had excellent feedback from the guests of the
Promised Messiahas on the Jalsa arrangements,
programming and the Ladies Session, Alhamdulillah.
Southwest Regional Sadr, Bina Majeed
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The True Islam Campaign
True Islam is a religion that...
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Waqifat Matters
West Midwest Waqfe Nau Regional Ijtema:
October 17, 2015: A West Midwest Regional Waqf-e-Nau Ijtema was held at Baitul –Qadir Mosque, Milwaukee.
Waqifat from 6 Majaalis attended
this event: Chicago Northwest,
Chicago Southwest, Oshkosh, Zion, Milwaukee, and
Bloomington. Local Muavina Waqifat-e-Nau worked
diligently with all Waqifat to prepare them for the
Ijtema.
Various educational competitions were held: Holy
Qur'an, Hadith, Prayers, Nazm, Attributes of Allah,
Salat, and Religious Knowledge. The total attendance from the Lajna side was 65, which included 38
Waqifat and 25 mothers and siblings. Chicago Northwest Waqifat ages 9 to 14 presented a panel
discussion on the topic of ‘The Importance of being a Waqifah,’ which was moderated by an older
Waqifah. It was a very engaging and interesting discussion.
PA/NJ Waqfe Nau Regional Ijtema:
On November 7, 2015, the Regional Waqf-e-Nau Ijtema was held
at Al-Nasr Mosque Willingboro, NJ. Waqifat participated in the
competitions with great zeal. Two older Waqifat made presentations
on the following topics:
 What Huzooratba desires from a Waqfe Nau?
 How to fulfill the responsibilities of a Waqfe Nau?
MD/VA/DC Regional Waqfe Nau Ijtema:
Alhamdulillah, the Central Region had a very successful WN Ijtema
on November 14, 2015 at Masjid Mubarak in Virginia. The total
attendance from the Lajna side was 148, which included 83 Waqifat
and 65 mothers and siblings. All the Waqifat participated in
competitions, which included recitation of the Holy Qur'an, Hadith,
Poems, Attributes of Allah and Prayers.
The highlight of the Ijtema was an informative presentation prepared
by Waqifat who attended the 1st National Waqifat Camp in NY.
They shared their experiences and found the event to be spiritually
uplifting.
Muavina Waqifat of the Regions were actively involved in preparing the girls. Attendance and
participation from the Waqifat side has improved from the previous year. Alhamdulillah!
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National Matters
MAJLIS-E-SHURA LAJNA IMA’ILLAH USA, 2015
Report prepared by: Sabahat Ali, National General Secretary

By the Grace and Mercy of Allah the Almighty, a very successful Majlis-e-Shura was held from October 2325, 2015 at Bait-ul-Zafar Mosque, Queens NY. More than 300 delegates from all across the United States
attended this auspicious event. We are truly grateful to the members of Queens as well as the neighboring
Jama’ats - Long Island and Brooklyn for their generous hospitality and diligent service.
HIGHLIGHTS:
The respective subcommittee chairs presented the Implementation reports on the 2014 Shura proposals.
The Shura Secretary presented all of the Shura proposals for 2015 including the ones, which had been
accepted for deliberations by the National Aamilah and subsequently approved by Hazrat Khalifatul Masih
Vatba.
Three subcommittees were formed to discuss the proposals selected for this year. While the committees
convened to deliberate on the proposals, Sadr Lajna Ima’illah - Saliha Malik Sahiba, engaged the remaining
attendees in an informative non-Shura presentation on ‘What makes a good Shura Proposal?’
highlighting the need for Shura proposals to be for the progress of the community as a whole.
On the second day of Shura the subcommittee chairs presented the committees’ recommendations for the
Shura delegates to deliberate and comment upon.
Other Non-Shura presentations were given in the afternoon of the second day and on Sunday:


National Muavina Sadr, In charge of IT, Mabroor Jattala Sahiba, reviewed important information
regarding the use of email for all official Lajna Communication.



National Assistant General Secretary, Lubna Malik Sahiba, and National Nasirat Secretary, Laeeqa Mirza
Sahiba, reviewed important information regarding reporting from the local majalis.



National Secretary Tarbiyat, Aziza Rahman Sahiba, gave a captivating presentation on Huzoor-eAnwar’satba address to Lajna Ima’illah at the occasion of Jalsa Salana UK 2015, ‘The Status of Women
in Islam.’ The presentation reviewed the status of women in the world as compared to the status of
women in Islam. It spoke to the role of women as mothers, in marriage, and the importance of purdah.
She stressed that women have an important role and that Islam recognizes their sacrifices and
responsibilities.
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National Secretary Muhasiba Maal, Zeba Malik Sahiba, gave an inspirational presentation on ‘Giving in the
way of Allah.’ She quoted the Holy Qur’an 3:93 where it states, “Never shall you attain to righteousness
unless you spend out of that which you love…” and emphasized how giving in the way of Allah is a spiritual
need. She spoke about the blessings of Wasiyyat and also gave beautiful examples of financial sacrifice from
the companions of the Promised Messiahas.



National Honorary Member, Dr. Shanaz Butt Sahiba, gave a report on the purpose and progress of the
Khadija Scholarship and highlighted how many women have benefitted from it since its inception.
She also provided an update about a new Humanity First project entitled Our Kids Our Future.

National Sadr Lajna Ima’illah, Saliha Malik Sahiba, gave the closing address on the topic of ‘Responsibilities of
Local Sadrs, Local Aamilah and Office Holders.’ She reminded Local Sadran and Local Aamilah members
of their responsibilities and spoke to all office holders on several topics from the Khutbaat of Khalifatul Masihatba:
on taking full responsibility for the task assigned, conduct, Purdah and serving with humility and compassion.
She reiterated that our success is all due to love and loyalty to Khilafat. She concluded with some powerful
words of the Promised Messiahas on humility:
Though truthful and justified in your stance, be humble in your demeanor as though you were in the
wrong, so that you yourself should be treated with forgiveness (Our Teaching).
Please visit the Majlis-e-Shura page on http://www.lajnausa.net/web/ to benefit from these remarkable
presentations.

3rd Annual Qur’an and Science Symposium
By the Grace of Allah, the 3rd Annual Quran and Science Symposium was hosted at Bait-uz-Zafar Mosque in
Queens, NY on November 14, 2015. The program opened with a session entitled “The Quran on Science
and Religion: Partners, not Rivals” conducted by the Association of Ahmadi Muslim Scientists (AAMS).
The topics discussed were very interesting:
 Honey: a Cure for Mankind
 Honeybee Democracy and Decision Making
 Making leaps and bounds in Science through the lens of the Qur’an
The second and third sessions consisted of concurrent AWSA and AAMS sessions.
National Sadr Lajna Imaillah, Saliha Malik Sahiba, presided over the second session, which began with the
recitation of the Holy Quran by Rashida Hameed Sahiba. Dr. Shanaz Butt Sahiba gave a captivating presentation
on “Does Emotional Intelligence Matter?”, which emphasized the importance of good conduct as a
measure of success in all our goals and affairs. National Sadr Lajna Ima’illah, Saliha Malik Sahiba, gave insights on
the Prayer “My Lord open out for me my breast” (20:26). She encouragd scientists to be strong in their
identity as Ahmadi Muslims through Prayer and love for the Holy Qur’an and to work in ways that will benefit
mankind. She pointed out the need for greater understanding in the worlds of Nutrition and Environment.
Dr. Nusrat Sharif Sahiba presided over the third session, which began with the recitation of the Holy Quran by
Husna Mirza, followed by the Abdus Salam Science Fair presentations. Fifteen Nasirat members participated in
this event and presented their research posters. Dr. Nusrat Sharif Sahiba, gave a most thought provoking
presentation on “Impacting Lives with Science,” which revealed recent discoveries in curing metastasized
cancer.
The fourth session was entitled “Hot Topics in Science” and was conducted by AAMS. By the Mercy of
Allah, over 300 Lajna and Nasirat members attended this event. AWSA would like to thank Dr. Nusrat Sharif for
running the event on the ladies side. We are also very grateful for the gracious hospitality of the Queens
jama’at. It was a very informative and enjoyable occasion.
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Lajna Mentoring Conference (LMC) 2016
Detroit, MI on March 18 - 20, 2016. InshaAllah!
Address: Masjid Mahmood, 1730 W. Auburn Rd., Rochester Hills, MI
48309
Please note: for more info see http://www.lajnausa.net/web/lmc-2016
The LMC will begin on Friday after Jumu'ah (3:00 PM) and conclude on Sunday by 2:00 PM. Jumu'ah Prayer in Detroit is at 1:30 PM

Annual Sisterhood Retreat
The Sisterhood Core Team: Noor Jawad Sahiba, Ayesha Lateef Sahiba, Aliya Latif Sahiba, Ameenah Rashid
Sahiba and Anesia McRae Sahiba, organized and conducted the second Annual Sisterhood Retreat on October
9 – 11, 2015, which took place at Noor Mosque Pittsburgh. Sadr Lajna Imaillah USA also attended the
weekend event. There were 42 members present from Milwaukee, Zion, Chicago East, Columbus, Saint
Louis, Indiana, Pittsburgh, York / Harrisburg, Philadelphia and Central Jersey. The program included:
 The purpose of the meeting / rules of engagement
 Earliest memories of conventions
 What does Sisterhood mean to you?
 An emptying out exercise
 Body Movement – some stretching and invigorating exercises
 Intimate interactive break out sessions to share experiences and why members were distanced and
disheartened
 Laughter therapy
 Reinventing a loving, healing community under the banner of Khilafat
 Inspiring words of encouragement from sisters in the Ahmadiyya world Jama’at (UK, Africa, France,
Germany, Eastern Europe etc.)
Sadr Sahiba gave the closing comments based on the verse “Hold fast, all together, by the rope of Allah and be not
divided” (3:104).
The Pittsburgh Lajna, under the guidance of Regional Sadr East Midwest, Humaira Ahmad Sahiba, and Sadr
Lajna Pittsburgh, Attiya Ahmad Sahiba hosted the event most attentively. The Pittsburgh Nasirat members
were enthusiastically engaged in childcare duties. Core team member Anesia McRae’s delicious American
home cooking served as a heart-warming and cohesive element to the Sisterhood Retreat. Everyone enjoyed
and benefitted from the occasion, Alhamdulillah!
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Tarbiyat Matters
The fourth quarter of the Tarbiyat syllabus covers the 5th Condition of Bai'at.
That he/she shall remain faithful to God in all circumstances of life, in sorrow and in happiness,
in adversity and in prosperity, in felicity and in trial; and that he/she shall in all conditions
remain resigned to the decree of God and keep himself/herself ready to face all kinds of
indignities and sufferings in His way and shall never turn away from Him at the onslaught of
any misfortune; on the contrary, he/she shall march forward.
In today’s troubled times, when Islam is perceived to be a violent religion due to extremists, we face trials and
tests of faith even here in the United States. While this may cause some apprehension, we should remember that
Allah Ta'ala is giving us the opportunity to truly display our commitment to the fifth Condition of Bai'at and that
it is an opportunity to march forward.
The greatest demonstration of all time of remaining faithful to Allah Ta'ala, in all circumstances, is undoubtedly
the example of the Holy Prophetsaw. At no time in his life did he waiver in his devotion to Allah Ta'ala, nor in his
equanimity in facing and accepting every trial and hardship. The following description, which is in the Holy
Prophet’ssaw own words, sums up the qualities, which allowed him to reach the highest level of faithfulness:
Cognizance is my true possession, wisdom is the root of my religion, love is my foundation, zeal is my
impetus, remembrance of Allah is my companion and comforter, steadfastness is my treasure, sorrow is
my companion, knowledge is my tool, patience is my covering, contentment is a blessing, poverty is my
honor, piety is my profession, my belief is my strength, truthfulness is my associate, obedience is my
lineage, striving in the cause of Allah is my civility and prayer is the comfort of my eyes (Ash-Shafa, vol.
1, pp. 85-86; Qadi Iyad bin Musa).
Let us ponder over each one of these declarations of the Holy Prophetsaw and try to instill them one by one into
our hearts and our actions, with the help of this beautiful prayer:

O Allah, improve this faith of mine which is a means of strength and steadfastness in my affairs. Reform
my worldly affairs of earning a living. Make my life to which I have to return after death, better. Make
my life prosper in all good aspects and save my death from every evil and make it a source of peace
(Muslim).
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MAJALIS LISTENING TO FRIDAY SERMONS
The following Majalis have reported that 70% or more members are listening regularly to Friday Sermons:

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER

SMALL

MEDIUM

LARGE

New Orleans, Kentucky,
Charlotte, Las Vegas,
Portland, Bloomington,
Oshkosh
Lehigh Valley, Kentucky,
Charlotte, Las Vegas,
Oshkosh, Bloomington
Lehigh Valley, Kentucky,
New Orleans, Charlotte, Las
Vegas, Iowa, Oshkosh,
Bloomington

Washington DC, Ft.
Worth, Bay Point,
Baltimore, Hartford

VA Central, VA South,
Queens, Dallas, Laurel

Washington DC,
Baltimore, Bay Point
Hartford, Ft. Worth
Baltimore, Hartford
Washington DC, Bay
Point, Ft. Worth

VA Central, Laurel, NJ
Central, Queens, Dallas
VA Central, VA South,
NJ Central, Laurel,
Queens, Dallas

Tarbiyat Nau Mubaiyat Matters
A warm welcome to our new sisters!
Name of Majlis

Date

Name

Orlando

2015, October

Patrice Gaeto

LA East

2015, November

Hailey Dempster

Oshkosh

2015, November

Adja Ceesay

Dayton

2015, December

Ashley Yaqub

Looking Ahead:
★ Here are some important Jama’at celebrations/events to put on your calendar:
Khilafat Day (Jama’at Celebration) - May 22, 2016
Ramadhan - June 6 – July 5, 2016
Eid-ul Fitr – July 6, 2016
★ Visit the Tarbiyat Nau Mubaiyat page on Lajna website new member’s training resources:
http://www.lajnausa.net/web/new-converts
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Taleem Matters
***** URGENT REMINDER – TALEEM TEST*****
Please complete as soon as possible.
http://lajnausa.net/web/online-taleem-test

Jalsa Seeratun-Nabi (On the life and character of the Holy Prophetsaw)
He it is Who has sent His Messenger, with
guidance and the Religion of truth, that
He may make it prevail over all other religions. And sufficient is Allah as a Witness (48:29).

The following Majaalis held their Jalsas in October through December 2015.
Majlis
MD-Laurel
MD-Potomac
PA-York/Harrisburg
VA-Central
VA-North
VA-Richmond
VA-South
MI-Detroit
OH-Cleveland
PA-Pittsburgh
NJ-Central
NJ-North
NJ-Willingboro
PA-Philadelphia
NY-Brooklyn
NY-Queens
NY-Long Island
CA-Bay Point
OR-Portland
WA-Seattle

Region
Central
Central
Central
Central
Central
Central
Central
East Midwest
East Midwest
East Midwest
Mid Northeast
Mid Northeast
Mid Northeast
Mid Northeast
Northeast
Northeast
Northeast
Northwest
Northwest
Northwest

# Of non-Ahmadi or
non-Muslim guests
2
18
0
10
4
0
21
20
1
6
21
1
1
0
1
2
0
0
3
0
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Majlis
LA- Orleans
TX-Cypress-Houston
TX-Dallas
TX-Houston North
TX-Houston South
KY-Kentucky
TN-Alabama/Tennessee
FL-Miami
FL-Orlando
GA/SC
NC-Research Triangle
AZ-Phoenix
AZ-Tucson
CA-LA East
CA-LA Inland Empire
CA-LA West
CA-San Diego
NV-Las Vegas
CT-Hartford
MA-Boston
MA-Fitchburg
NY-Binghamton
NY-Rochester
NY-Syracuse
IL-Chicago East
IL-Chicago North West
IL-Chicago South
IL-Zion
MN-Minnesota
WI-Milwaukee
WI-Oshkosh

Region
South
South
South
South
South
South Midwest
South Midwest
Southeast
Southeast
Southeast
Southeast
Southwest
Southwest
Southwest
Southwest
Southwest
Southwest
Southwest
Upstate Northeast
Upstate Northeast
Upstate Northeast
Upstate Northeast
Upstate Northeast
Upstate Northeast
West Midwest
West Midwest
West Midwest
West Midwest
West Midwest
West Midwest
West Midwest

# Of non-Ahmadi or
non-Muslim guests
2
40
13
25
2
0
0
0
4
0
3
0
0
22
12
5
1
0
0
0
0
25
0
20
0
0
0
16
5
0
8

Following are some highlights from Jalsas held across the country:
Chicago Northwest, IL:
A workshop was held on the topic of Persecution and how the Prophet Muhammadsaw handled it. Lajna
members and Nasirat participated and presented their point of views on different forms of persecution in the United
States and how to best deal with this issue according to the teachings and example of the Holy Prophet saw.
Alhamdulillah, 40 Lajna members and 13 Nasirat from Chicago Northwest and 6 guests from Chicago Southwest
Majlis, attended this blessed event.
Chicago East, IL:
The program was a combined effort of Lajna and Nasirat, and consisted of several speeches and poems on various
aspects of the Holy Prophet ’ssaw life and character. One sister also explained the importance and benefits of sending
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Durood on the Holy Prophetsaw as per Huzoor’satba recent Friday Sermon and sisters were encouraged to recite
Durood throughout the Jalsa. The speeches delivered were beneficial and informative for all the attendees.
Virginia Central:
A brief background to the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community was presented followed by the history and purpose of the
Jalsa. The Seeratun Nabisaw Jalsa program included informative speeches, Muhammadsaw – The Prophet of
Islam, and Islamic Perspective on the Global Crisis and the Teachings of the Holy Prophetsaw. Below
are some comments from the guests.
Thank you so much for hosting us so graciously on Saturday. I have enjoyed reading through the pamphlet and have
reflected much on what was said. Such a privilege to feel that sense of sisterhood with your ladies. Looking forward to
doing something together again in the future! Thank you again for inviting us.
Stephanie, from the Mormon Church
Once again, thank you for a lovely time. I appreciate the information on the Prophet Muhammadsaw. It is very difficult to
know what information to trust out there. And the food and company is the icing on the cake!
Mary Beth Style
First, I want to thank you for inviting and giving me the opportunity to participate in the wonderful Seeratun Nabi Jalsa
community event. I had an amazing experience that was not only informative but also truly inspiring. I was pleased to get
a clear understanding of Ahmadiyya Muslim history and beliefs. The presentations were very informative; I was able to
learn so much about the life of Holy Prophet Hazrat Muhammad saw, his principles and practices. I admire the Ahmadiyya
community women’s devotion and commitment to the religion, society and humanity. I also thought it was a great idea to
engage and mentor young girls in this good work. The hospitality was unforgettable. Everyone there was welcoming, kind
and friendly. I look forward to attending similar events in the future.
Shamima
Syracuse, NY:
Alhamdulillah, the Lajna held their Seeratun Nabi Jalsa on November 14,
2015. Attendees watched the documentaries “Life of Muhammadsaw”
and “The Golden Age of Islam” (www.alislam.org). The guests found
the documentaries informative and requested more information about the
Holy Prophetsaw. Lajna members also distributed the books Life of
Muhammad, The Seal of the Prophets, True Love for the Holy Prophet saw,
Women in Islam, True Islamic Teaching about Jihad to the guests. The
guests were eager to attend more such events.
Detroit, MI:
Lajna members hosted 20 guests and 100 members at their Seeratun Nabi
Jalsa. The program was designed to counter the anti-Islamic feelings that have
permeated in the country and the local community. The guests included local
city council member, Stephanie Morita, City Clerk Tina Barton, Member of
County Planning Commission Julie Granthen and a representative from the
Catholic Parish. The speeches discussed education, motherhood, and the role
of women. All of the guests were extremely grateful for the presentations and
in awe of the truth of the Prophet’ssaw life.
Several individuals from the local education department also attended the event and they requested a copy of the
speech on the Prophet ’ssaw emphasis on the importance of education. Our City Councilwoman Morita mentioned

23 of 56

Lajna Matters 1st Quarter Issue, 2016

attending this event at the next City Council Meeting and commented, “it was a
very lovely event and I felt very welcomed and learnt a few things.” Her entire
comments can be heard at the following link:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8JEpK5ZHvf9c2lvSDI2cndKb
Xc/view?usp=docslist_api.
Research Triangle, NC:
Three guests, one non-Ahmadi Muslim and two from the Christian faith
along with 25 Lajna and 10 Nasirat attended this event. The Lajna 15-25
members took the lead and did the main presentation of the event, on the
Benevolence of the Holy Prophetsaw. The message of peace and the
true teachings of Islam were reiterated as well as the coming of the
Promised Messiahas and the continued message of peace being spread by
the Khulafa of the Promised Messiahas. A short clip of Hazrat Khalifatul
Masih V’satba address delivered at the Peace symposium 2015 was also
shown.
Zion, IL:
Alhamdulillah, 50 women attended the program, including 16
non-Ahmadi guests and 27 Lajna members. A Catholic nun and
congregation member from the Presbyterian Church presented
the topic of peace from their perspective and how it is very
relevant in our current times. A presentation was given by Lajna
ages 15-25 on preventing youth radicalization through the
teachings of peace of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsaw. The guests
attending our event, especially the college students, were very
impressed by this presentation. Two Nasirat shared their personal
accounts of how the Prophet Muhammadsaw taught them to
promote peace. Guests were also requested to put their questions
in a box to answer at the end of the program, which were addressed by the Lajna Tabligh Secretary. Guest speakers
were presented with a copy of Life of Muhammad.
Potomac, MD:
This year Potomac Lajna decided to continue with last year’s tradition of holding two consecutive Seeratun Nabi
programs, one in each Halqa, on a Saturday and Sunday on the same weekend. In this way, we celebrated Seeratun
Nabi for a whole weekend. Some of the topics covered were The Prophet Muhammadsaw as Protector of the
Environment, The Prophet Muhammadsaw as a Role Model For
Youth, and The Prophet Muhammadsaw as a Humanitarian.
Houston North, TX:
The Holy Prophet’ssaw leadership and peacemaking skills, both in the
public and domestic spheres, were the topics of discussion. Our Nasirat
members beautifully recited the Qaseeda. The session was closed with a
question and answer panel discussion and conversations with our guests.
Virginia South:
Lajna members highlighted the Holy Prophet’ssaw kind and equal
treatment of women, patience, the appropriate response to the negative portrayal of Holy Prophetsaw, kind
treatment of children, upholding justice, and Promised Messiah’sas Love for Holy Prophetsaw.
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Pittsburgh, PA:
Lajna members presented the pristine teachings of the Holy Prophetsaw and explained how these true teachings of
Islam were a shining example of a peaceful society for all people. The theme of the meeting was Peace
Building: After Fourteen Hundred Years. A highlight of the meeting was an interactive small breakout
group workshop. Attendees included 37 Lajna members as well as 6 guests from various faiths. A reporter from
the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review also interviewed the members.
Willingboro, NJ:
Members held a Seeratun Nabi Jalsa. One guest from the Christian faith spoke about the life of the Holy
Prophetsaw.
Dallas, TX:
On Sunday, November 1, 2015, the Lajna held a Jalsa Seerat-un-Nabi. Lajna members described the exemplary
characteristics of the Holy Prophetsaw by emphasizing that he was a ‘Kindred of
Humanity for All Times’ and that he was a Just Ruler who showed fair
ruling, even if it was against his own family. Furthermore, while he is the Seal of
Prophets, there can be prophets, who follow his teaching, after him. The Holy
Prophet’ssaw Farewell Sermon was also shared. There were 13 guests at this
event.
Orlando, FL:
Lajna members presented on the Holy Prophet’ssaw kindness to children and animals as well as his introduction of
women’s rights. The Holy Prophet’ssaw emphasis on peace and Huzoor’satba excerpts from the 11th National Peace
Symposium highlighted the importance of perpetuating peace in society. A Lajna member (15-25 years of age)
recited a poem with translation in praise of the Holy Prophetsaw. The program concluded with passages from the
Promised Messiah’sas writings in tribute to the Holy Prophetsaw. One Christian and three Non-Ahmadi Muslim
guests attended the event.
Laurel, MD:
The Lajna members of the Laurel chapter celebrated Seeratun Nabi Day with a program that included Urdu and
English speeches that highlighted the Holy Prophet’ssaw kindness towards all people. The Nasirat also presented
various aspects of the Holy Prophet’ssaw exemplary character. The Local Lajna Sadr Sabiha Qureshi Sahiba
delivered the concluding remarks. The guests expressed their appreciation for this event.
Virginia North:
Lajna members organized a Seeratun Nabi Jalsa with the theme entitled “Messenger of Peace and Equality.”
This theme was chosen in response to recent events around the world. His kindness to and fair treatment of
women was also emphasized.
York/Harrisburg, PA:
Lajna members invited female friends and neighbors to Seeratun Nabi day. Lajna members ages 15-25 were
especially encouraged to attend the program to celebrate the Holy Prophet’ssaw life and legacy. To make the
occasion more festive, different foods that the Holy Prophetsaw liked to eat were prepared.
LA East & LA Inland Empire, CA:
Both majalis held a combined Seeratun Nabi Jalsa with guests from multiple faiths and ethnicities. Many aspects of
the life of Holy Prophetsaw were covered and a special video presentation was shown on Khalifatul Masih, Hazrat
Mirza Masroor Ahmad’satba speeches on the teachings of Holy Prophetsaw in various countries. Guests requested
copies of the speeches and the video presentation.
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AMSAW Updates
Highlights of AMSAW George Mason University (GMU) Activities:
Breast Cancer Awareness Bake Sale – The event was held on October 30, 2015 at Masjid Mubarak after
Jumu’ah Prayers. Two AMSAW GMU members made a variety of baked goods, and another member assisted
them in selling the goods. The total collection was: $106.59 and all proceeds will be given to The Pink Fund, an
organization that provides short-term financial aid to breast cancer patients who have lost all or part of their
income during their treatment (as October was Breast Cancer Awareness month).
Repair the World Art Circle—AMSAW GMU was invited to be one of the faith groups at George Mason
University to participate in an event that the Baha’i Campus Ministry and the
David Project collaborated on. The event was about a “repairing the world”
art circle – with the idea being that many faiths incorporate the value of
repairing the world in their teachings. AMSAW was given a canvas and art
supplies to paint their idea. We painted an artwork with the phrase "Love for
All, Hatred for None." The artwork was displayed all week during November
16th-20th in the Johnson Center along with a page describing our
organization and the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community.
Lajna Hall Bake Sale - Several AMSAW members made a variety of baked
goods including brownies, cookies,
and rice crispy treats. The baked
goods, along with generous other
contributions (from Lajna) of sweets like banana bread and walnut
barfi were sold after the Friday prayers during the Thanksgiving
Break. Mash’Allah, GMU AMSAW was able to collect a total of
$250.00 during this bake sale with all proceeds given for the Lajna
Hall.
Food Drive for Homelessness Awareness Month – Since
November was “Homelessness Awareness Month,” kitchen items and
non-perishable food items were collected at Masjid Mubarak, and
given to the Cornerstone Homeless Shelter by members of the GMU AMSAW.
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Khidmat-e-Khalq Matters
By the grace of Allah, Lajna USA is continuing to serve its members and the community through various services, and outreach programs. Members are involved in multiple social service projects in collaboration with
other Inter-faith agencies. Here are some highlights from this quarter.
Kishwar Tahir
National Khidmate Khalq Secretary
Orlando, FL: Lajna members organized a talent show at a local school to raise funds to help eliminate maternal and neonatal tetanus. Alhamdulillah, they raised $200.
Detroit, MI: Members donated toward the Seeds of Hope campaign for Haven, a domestic abuse shelter,
and received a letter of appreciation from the director of Haven services.
Silicon Valley, CA: Six Lajna members volunteered at the Second Harvest Food Bank in San Jose, CA. They
had to label food cans and organize them in boxes. It was a nice experience meeting new people and introducing our community to them.
Long Island, NY: Donated $140 in grocery gift cards to the St. Killian food bank.
Dayton, OH: Hats, gloves and scarves were collected as part of a “Thanksgiving Drive” and donated to needy
children.
Binghamton, NY: Lajna members have adopted a battered women shelter for the past 5 years. Every year on
Christmas, they make Christmas baskets for women and children at the shelter.
Baltimore, MD: Lajna has been helping two elderly women, who have multiple health issues, for the past
several years. They have also adopted three families who live abroad and one non- Ahmadi family, who lives
locally, by offering them financial assistance
Dallas, TX: Dallas Tornado Relief –Over the weekend of December 26-28th, 2015, the Dallas suburbs of
Garland and Rowlett were struck by devastating storms and tornadoes. Lajna worked alongside Humanity First
USA to provide aid and support to those who were affected by this disaster. Members raised $2200 in donations, which were distributed to families in need in the form of $50
Wal-Mart gift cards. Household items were collected and arrangements were made to have these items picked up and delivered to those
families most in need. Over the course of ten days, Lajna members
volunteered at the Humanity First booth set up in the disaster area,
while many members worked behind the scenes making phone calls for
donations and coordinating with families in need to make arrangements
for delivery of items requested. Fifty-two Lajna members made donations and 10 Lajna members and 3 Nasirat members gave their time for
these tasks.
Oshkosh, WI: Lajna members participated in a Habitat for Humanity house build, and helped with the house
painting. Oshkosh Lajna coordinated with Habitat to have a ladies-only volunteer day. Habitat for Humanity
arranged for exactly that, with volunteers coming from various local religious organizations. This was a wonderful opportunity for women of different faiths to get together in the service of humanity.
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Food Drives And Donations
Cypress Houston, TX: Lajna members organized a food drive called Feed the Homeless. and were able to
collect a generous amount of food and money for the needy. Members also collected 2500 lbs. food for their chapter’s adopted shelter, ‘Cypress Assistant Ministries.’
Willingboro, NJ: Lajna members organized a very successful Thanksgiving and Christmas Food drive. Lajna donated and delivered food items and turkeys, which they had displayed in beautiful baskets, to Providence House
Shelter. At Thanksgiving, Lajna members also sent approximately 500 lbs. of assorted Panera bread and pastries to
various charitable organizations.
Laurel, MD: Food is donated every quarter to our adopted shelter, Sheppard's Table, which provides shelter to
150 people. The food provided included eight large cans of corn and beans, 1500 dinner rolls, 30 rotisserie chickens, 41 large cereal boxes, and 4 milk bottles.
Georgia & SC: They provided a week’s worth of breakfast, lunch, and dinner
to two families at Family Promise.
Dayton, OH: Members continued their aid during Thanksgiving and Christmas
by providing more donations to needy children and a local Church food pantry.
La Inland Empire, CA: Three hundred
bagged lunches were made for LA Inland’s adopted shelter, Union Station homeless shelter. Ten Lajna members and three Nasirat members helped prepare the
meals. Ten baskets with complete Thanksgiving dinners were donated for their
newly adopted shelter, House of Hope. This is a shelter for battered woman who
are looking to escape their domestic situation and find a better life for themselves.
The donated baskets of food contained gift certificates for the purchase of a turkey
including items for sides, such as cranberry sauce, stuffing, cake mix, pasta, pasta
sauce, nuts, chocolate chips, mash potatoes, gravy, apple juice and granola bars.
Oshkosh, WI: Funds were raised to provide Thanksgiving meals to families in the community who could not afford to buy their own.
Silver Spring, MD: Lajna members contributed $420 to the Howard County Food Bank on Thanksgiving. The
food bank supports 21 families in need. Each family received $20 from the donation. In the month of November, a
fried chicken dinner was provided to Grassroots shelter for 50 people. The donation
was appreciated and the shelter members enjoyed the food.
Austin, TX: Lajna members cooked and served a delicious holiday dinner for residents
of their adopted shelter "Casa Esperanza." This is a shelter for abused immigrant
women and children.
Research Triangle, NC: Lajna prepared and served two lunches for
the children of their adopted shelter Haven House, which provides community-based services to atrisk youth and their families in Wake County. Our members also had an opportunity to sit with the
volunteers and share their thoughts and additional ideas on how to serve our community.
Lajna members prepared and donated two Thanksgiving baskets for families in need to the Western
Wake Crisis Ministry food Pantry. These baskets included all items for a family to prepare a complete Thanksgiving meal.
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Members prepared and served dinner to the homeless families of the Carying
Place. Lajna partnered with another Church group and served
about 35 – 40 people including 4 homeless families.
Laurel, MD: Lajna members donated food, toys and winter
accessories to Laurel Advocacy and Referral Services (LARS)
which is an organization that provides help and basic services
to local individuals who are in need. Three Lajna and four
Nasirat members volunteered for six hours at Laurel Advocacy and Referral services.
Lajna and Nasirat members organized a toy drive and donated the toys to Bethel United Methodist Church. The pastor sent a thank you card expressing
appreciation for the donations.
Washington, D.C.: Lajna members donated money and other necessities to
the following organizations: Disabled American Veterans, Women for Women
International, Humanity First in Guatemala, Purple Heart, George Jackson
University behind bars, Caser support, Pacifica station, WPFW, Hopes for
Hearts and Doctors without Borders.
North Jersey: North Jersey Majlis has been particularly active in their efforts for Khidmat-e-Khalq. They gathered food and/or donations for the Humanity First for Water for Life Project, the Maryam Shaadi Fund, the Guatemala campaign, the Yatama Fund, the Annual Thanksgiving Food Bag Drive and those in need in the local area.
Austin, TX: Organized a donation drive for the Refugee Services of Texas. Khuddam joined in and contributed their collection for Adopt-a-Family drive towards
this cause. By the grace of Allah, a total of $500 worth of gift cards, new clothes,
beddings, electronic equipment and a sewing machine were donated.
Humanity First Charity Walk: Members collaborated with a charity organization and participated in a 5K walk to raise funds for Humanity First. Some skilled
Lajna members applied henna to raise funds while other women and girls made use
of the perfect opportunity to enjoy the fresh air and get some exercise, by participating in the walk.
Georgia and SC: Lajna members arranged a Humanity First Fundraising Formal Dinner, delivered umbrellas for refugee girls at Global Village Project Middle School and provided meals to 460
people through the Meals on Wheels program.
Cleveland, OH: Lajna members donated supplies to a project called “Beyond
Abuse” which provides support to women affected by domestic violence in the
neighboring community. Lajna members plan to help them on a monthly on-going basis, Insha’Allah.
Dayton, OH: Clothing donations were made to two local charities: De Sotto Bass (a housing project) and Circle
of Vision Keepers (a local charity). Donations were also made to a local community center, homeless shelter and
to Ahmadi sisters in need. Lajna members adopted a local Sober House for Women. Members help by donating
food, clothes and other household items. Help was also extended to one woman to find temporary employment.
LA Inland Empire, CA: Boxes of clothing and stationary were sent to the new converted families in the Marshall
Islands. Clothing included shalwar kameez outfits and dupattas for the ladies and the children received crayons,
books, pens and pencils.
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Chicago Southwest, IL: A Nasirat member collected donations for her school project for Naperville Hospital’s
Ronald McDonald children's room. Donations included macaroni, granola, cereal, crackers, chips, popcorn, paper
products and toys. The Principal of the school personally called to thank Lajna members for their charitable efforts.
Lajna members donated frozen food, new dishes, paper products and cookies to a young neighbor with a small child,
who is suffering from stage 4 cancer.
One member held a party and requested friends and attendees to bring new pajamas and books. Her children then
presented these items to a liaison for the national charity ‘The Pajama Program,’ which collects new pajamas and
books for homeless children.
Silver Spring, MD: Members collected 150 cans of non-perishable food for a local Boy Scouts campaign to Feed
the Hungry. They also donated 50 children's books to St. Jude’s Children Hospital and two bags of clothes to the
Purple Heart charity.
Virginia South: By the grace of God Almighty and the generosity of Nasirat and Lajna members, a large quantity
of toys were collected for the annual "Toys for Tots" drive. Lajna members participated in a blanket and coat drive
for Syrian refugees. Members also collected and donated more than 40 pounds of much needed items for the annual
Food drive.
LA East, CA: Lajna members donated clothing items to the Maryam Shaadi Fund and held a Humanity First stall at
the West Coast Jalsa Salana. The stall sold hot drinks, baked goods, and beautiful Arabic calligraphy portraits.

Other Service Activities
Phoenix, AZ: Lajna members participated in an outreach project to help the Refugee Women’s Health Clinic.
Four Lajna members volunteered to help refugees. Members donated more than 1000 diapers, 3980 wipes, 192
pads, 2 strollers, 1 high chair, 4 comforters, 5 towels and 2
big boxes of clothes. They participated in the project ‘Cure
Medical Equipment drive’ to sort out medical equipment
and organize everything in boxes.
York/Harrisburg, PA: As October was Domestic Violence Awareness month. Lajna members liaised with the
local YWCA (Young Women's Christian Association) to
address this serious issue. Congruent presentations were
held for both Lajna and Ansar by the YWCA coordinators to
provide education, awareness and prevention of domestic
abuse and different forms of violence towards women. This
was followed by a presentation on the Islamic perspective of
marital harmony and domestic abuse. A question and answer session was held at the end where both the YWCA coordinators and Imam Shamshad Sahib discussed answers
to many relevant issues. Twenty-four Lajna members attended this seminar. The National Lajna Khidmate Khalq
resource guide was also discussed.
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Tabligh Matters
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IVrh, speaking on July 30, 1987 at the first international Tabligh conference in Islamabad,
Tilford, UK, said; “The most important thing today is to be well equipped with the art of preaching.” He said,
Once you begin to preach successfully in the cause of Allah, you can never leave it alone. It becomes second nature to you…. The experience is exquisite and indescribable in ordinary words. If you sincerely
try to do this, you will, by the grace of Allah, start eating the fruits of your labor. While the labor will be
yours, the fruit will come from heaven. So let us pray that Allah may grant us plentiful fruit and may we
leave a generation addicted to delivering the message of Allah to others and doing it successfully, Ameen
(Muslim Herald, September/October 1987).
Lajna Ima’illah USA has become addicted to Tabligh, Alhamdulillah! They have demonstrated a zealous approach
to opportunities for Tabligh. Even if there is no opportunity for Tabligh, Lajna members will create an opportunity to spread the beautiful message of Islam, Ahmadiyyat.
Dhiya Bakr,
National Tabligh Secretary

Interfaith Prayer Services
After the tragic events in Paris and San Bernardino, many Majalis held or were invited to participate in interfaith
Prayer Services in remembrance of the victims who lost their lives in these two senseless acts of violence. The
Prayer Services also provided an opportunity for the Lajna members to present the true teachings of Islam to the
wider community.
York/Harrisburg, PA: On December 5, 2015 Lajna members initiated and planned a Jama’at Prayer Service
for the San Bernardino victims and their loved ones. It was also an effort to convey to the larger community that
the Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama’at stands for peace and condemns violence. It was an open invitation to neighbors,
friends, different faiths and the media. Approximately 30 guests attended the prayer service, including the representative of the Harrisburg Mayor. Many expressed their solidarity with the Jama’at members. Fifteen Lajna
members participated in the event. The principal local news channels and newspapers reported the event. The
link below is an example of the coverage that was received.
http://myinforms.com/en-us/a/20188178-vigil-for-san-bernardino-victims-unifies-harrisburg-residents/
LA East & LA Inland Empire, CA: On December 3, 2015, the local mosque held a special Prayer Service to
honor the San Bernadino shooting victims. Jama’at members spoke about Islam’s perspective on the horrific acts
that took place. Lajna members worked with the National Media team and by the grace of Allah, over 25 major
media outlets and 50 guests were present at the event. A group of Lajna members also assisted in making sure
that the event was well coordinated and served dinner to the women. There was one guest in particular who
worked in the facilities where the shooting at San Bernardino had occurred. She heard about the Prayer Service in
the news and was eager to attend.
LA Inland Empire, CA: In the aftermath of the tragic terrorist attacks in Paris, Lajna members partnered with
members of the Unity of Pomona Church for an interfaith event. The theme was "Compassionate Action
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and Prayers for Paris and other places and people dealing with violence." Lajna members condemned terrorism and shared their views and the message of True Islam. They also shared 50 Muslims for Peace flyers with the
attendees.
Virginia Central: On December 8, the Virginia Central Jama’at held a prayer service in honor of the San Bernardino
victims. Politicians, clergy, media, neighbors and friends were invited to participate. Lajna members also participated
by inviting guests including transition committee Chairwoman Laura Floyd who came on behalf of Sully District Supervisor Kathy Smith, Pastor Jerry Foltz of the Centreville Immigration Forum and reporter Bonnie Hobbs who wrote a
detailed article in the Centre View Connection. Imam Rizwan Khan Sahib condemned the attack. In light of Islamic
teachings he said, all life is sacred and equal and taking of any life is a crime against humanity and
against God Almighty. A total of 90 members attended the service. One of the local newspaper covered the event
and published the following article: http://connectionarchives.com/PDF/2015/121615/Chantilly.pdf
Cleveland, OH: On December 18, 2015 a Prayer Service was held at the local mosque. Several ladies from nearby
Churches attended. They had questions about Islam, jihad and purdah, which were all answered. The guests also expressed their solidarity with the Jama’at and reiterated that they did not believe that terrorists represented true Islam.
Syracuse, NY: The Lajna members played a huge role in
organizing food and inviting guests to the Prayer Service held
at their local mosque. Twenty-five Lajna-invited guests attended the service. The media covered the event and a local
channel interviewed the Syracuse Lajna Sadr.
Silicon Valley, CA: An Interfaith Prayer Service was held
in solidarity with the people of France at the Pearl Avenue
Library in San Jose, CA. Approximately 85 people, including 45-50 guests attended the event. Six interfaith speakers came to offer their prayers. A common theme between the
speakers was that they all advocated love for all humanity and coming together in prayer to counter hatred. A local
news station covered the event. Alhamdulillah, a number of Lajna members played a vital role in organizing this successful event at very short notice.
On December 8, 2015, another interfaith Prayer Service was held at Bait-ul-Baseer Mosque in Milpitas, CA for the San
Bernardino tragedy. Various friends and guests from different faiths were invited to share their thoughts. By the grace
of Allah, the event received extensive media coverage.
Oshkosh, WI: Lajna members attended a Prayer Service held in honor of the victims of San Bernardino in December
2015. About 90 guests attended the event Alhamdulillah. The guests were appreciative of the event and were proud to
be there to show solidarity with their Muslim neighbors.
Hartford, CT: On December 4, a Prayer Service was held in the mosque to remember the victims of San Bernardino;
more than 50 people attended. The Hartford Jama’at also held an open house at the local mosque to invite the general
public after an episode of vandalism to the building. Lajna members worked diligently to invite guests in order to introduce the true message of Islam and Ahmadiyyat. The event was well received and guests included local government
officials, Meriden community members, and members of the media.
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Orlando, FL: On December 12, 2015, twelve Lajna members, two Nasirat members and seven guests participated
in an Interfaith Prayer Service organized by Orlando Jama‘at in honor of the victims of the San Bernardino shooting.
Four guests (1 Christian and 3 non-Ahmadi Muslims) had attended the Lajna Seeratun Nabi celebration held on the
same day. One of the guests mentioned that she came to show her support for Muslims whereas Islam is often associated with terrorism. It was clarified to the guests that Islam is a peaceful religion. It was also mentioned that Islam is
all-inclusive in that Muslims believe in all revealed faiths. The geo-political reasons for terrorism, and the recruitment for terrorist groups was also touched upon. Alhamdullilah, we were able to make many new contacts and we
will be reaching out to them for future tabligh opportunities.
Boston MA: By the Grace of Allah, Lajna Ima’illah Boston held a month long Holy Qur’an exhibition at Holbrook
Public library throughout the month of December 2015. In conjunction with the Holy Qur’an exhibition, on December 12, a Prayer Service for the victims of the mass shootings in San Bernardino, California was held before a
Holy Qur’an symposium at the library, which received extensive media coverage with seven newspaper reporters
and two TV stations to cover the event.
Sadr Lajna Boston was interviewed and articles about the event were published in the Boston Globe, Boston Herald,
Patriot Ledger, Washington Times, Boston News.Net, News Times, and a news report of the event was also shown
several times on WBZ and 7News TV stations. Several other local members gave interviews extending
their condolences, as members of the Ahmadiyya
Muslim Community, to the victims of the San Bernardino shooting, while highlighting that Islam is a
religion of peace, and that any acts of violence against
humanity absolutely goes against the true teachings of
Islam. By the Grace of Allah, the article published
about the Prayer Service in the Boston Globe received widespread interest and it appeared as one of
the top stories on the Yahoo homepage:
“Massachusetts Muslim Group plan prayer
vigil.”

Other Tabligh Events
Miami, FL: In November, Lajna members participated in the Dade College annual book fair. Over 20,000 people
attended the fair from around the USA and abroad. The goal was to promote the Stop the Crisis Campaign and
Khalifatul Masih V’satba book: World Crisis and the Pathway to Peace. Members prepared a Holy Qur’an exhibition
and gift bags were distributed containing literature such as, Life of Muhammad, Review of Religions, and the Ayesha
Magazine. Fliers on Muslims for Peace, Muslims for loyalty, Muslims for life and the Introduction of Islam were
freely given. Coffee mugs and bracelets with the slogan Love for all-Hatred for None were also distributed. Lajna members gave out almost 500 gift bags to English speaking guests and 100 gift bags to Spanish speaking guests.
The media interviewed several Lajna members, including National Secretary Tabligh, Dhiya Bakr Sahiba, who visited
Miami to attend the fair. A number of visitors stopped to ask questions and expressed their appreciation of the Jama’at’s efforts to spread the true teachings of Islam.
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LA Inland, CA: Lajna members were fortunate to dine with U.S. Representative for California's 35th District,
The Honorable Norma Torres and her Chief of Staff. Many topics were discussed such as Humanity First, Parenting, Lajna Ima’illah, women's issues and volunteer work, religion, ethnicity, upbringing of children, household
issues, and skin care. After the discussion, Representative Torres generously offered the Ahmadi girls volunteer
opportunities at her office.
A special blood drive was held to honor San Bernardino victims. Lajna helped with the blood drive and assisted
with checking in lady guests, as well as Representative Torres. The blood drive was on the same day as a Lajna
meeting. The Honorable Norma Torres was invited to attend the meeting and to say a few words. She graciously
spoke to the members and praised them for their work. Representative Torres spoke about the San Bernardino
Shooting that had occurred just a few days earlier and asked the members if they had any questions or concerns
related to the tragic event.
Virginia Central: The Tabligh team attended a holiday lunch hosted by the ladies of Fairfax Presbyterian Church.
At the lunch the ladies discussed how their friendship has removed many misconceptions between their communities. The Church members expressed how they were glad to have Muslim friends and explained how they always
promote the Ahmadi Muslim view with their relatives and friends and point out that we are a peaceful community.
The ladies greatly appreciated that the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community always condemns extremist activities and
wished that this perspective was more widely spread and published. Several light topics from faith to politics were
also discussed.
Washington, D.C.: Lajna members held an interfaith event in December
2015 on the topic "The Meaning of Messiah." A few speakers from other
faiths were also invited and Respected Bibi Amatul Noor Sahiba presided over
the event. Lajna members accompanied their children to a senior living center. The children shared jokes and riddles with the residents and both the children and the senior citizens had a lovely time!
Georgia & SC: Seventeen Lajna members
attended a Sikh Gurdwara service and were given a tour of the temple. Members
attended and co-organized an event, an Ecumenical Thanksgiving celebration, A
night with the stars, in which a panel of Muslim women spoke about empowerment in their own personal lives. Five Lajna members met with local Congressman Woodall and gave him an introduction to our Jama'at and the activities
in which we participate.
York/Harrisburg, PA: Tragically, terrorist attacks increased at the end of
last year. Islam as a religion and Muslims are greatly misunderstood by the
general public and unjustly blamed for such horrific atrocities. Harrisburg
Jama’at has been making considerable efforts to remove Islamophobia at a
local level.
An Interfaith event was held at Hadee Mosque on the topic "How faith can
reform self and society," based on the second condition of bai’at. A panel
consisting of an interfaith minister who moderated and speakers from the
Roman Catholic, Quaker and Islamic faiths. Each highlighted their faiths’ perspectives. Eleven guests attended the event. The event’s conclusion was a better understanding of the common
themes of self-reformation in the faiths discussed.
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The Lajna members were invited to a climate change event at a local church focusing on actions required by world leaders. The jama’at members presented on
how the Holy Qur’an and Hadith emphasizes the importance of saving the environment. The speech was written by a Lajna member and delivered by a Khuddam. The service for climate justice concluded with a walk to the state capitol
steps where a friend of the Lajna displayed a poster expressing her solidarity.
Lajna members planned an interfaith event with the local Beth El temple. A
team of five Lajna members and seven Khuddam members attended the event,
where they spoke about Islam and the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, ending
with a robust question and answer session. Members of the Synagogue volunteered to help the jama’at attendees to counter Islamophobia.
All auxiliaries of Harrisburg Jama’at, together planned a "Dinner and Dialogue with friends and neighbors" to thank local services, houses of worship, neighbors and friends for the support they have shown in the wake of the Paris attacks, San Bernardino
massacre and Donald Trump's remarks fueling anti-Muslim sentiments. Hours before this event a local Muslim
youth was arrested by the FBI for ISIS related activities. This event became an un-intended but timely venue for
the views of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community for local channels and newspapers. Lajna was involved in planning, set up and invitations of this event. About 80 guests attended, Including the Mayor of Harrisburg, Police
chiefs of local townships and other dignitaries. The Harrisburg Interfaith Alliance members were also present.
http://www.pennlive.com/news/2015/12/harrisburg_muslims_promote_pea.html
http://abc27.com/2015/12/17/harrisburgs-mayor-mosque-promote-peace-following-azizs-arrest/
Dayton, OH: A monthly Tabligh stall was held at a local
market. Approximately 25 people visited members at the
stall. Jama’at books and flyers were handed out. Life of
Muhammad was a very popular book, and was requested by
many visitors. In addition, Pathway to Peace was also given
out. The stall was very successful and some new connections were made.
A Holy Qur’an Exhibition was organized at a local library.
Flyers were posted and distributed. The library conference
room was set up with Holy Qur’an translations in various
languages as well as other Jama’at literature. Roughly 8
guests attended. Copies of English translations of the Holy
Qur’an were distributed, along with other Islamic literature. One sister bought a one-year Review of Religions
subscription for a Christian friend.
Lajna members held their first ever Interfaith event: Fundamentals
of Our Faiths. Ladies from the Jewish Community were invited
and eight guests and fourteen Lajna members participated in this
event. After the discussion, refreshments were provided and plans
were made for the next interfaith event. The Lajna members also
distributed the following books: The Holy Qur’an, Jesus in India,
Fundamentals of Islam and various flyers.
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Oshkosh, WI: Two local channels interviewed two Lajna members in the aftermath of the Paris attacks, which
were aired on local channels. Lajna members attended the annual interfaith Festival of Gratitude, which is held
before Thanksgiving each year.
Willingboro, NJ: Members attended an interfaith dialogue at the Presbyterian Church and presented Ahmadiyyat-Islamic views about the concept of Forgiveness. Lajna members also attended a Thanksgiving interfaith service at a local Church.
Hartford, CT: Members were invited to speak at the 1st Congregational Church in Bethany, CT and at a local
holiday event. Topics that were discussed included Islam and Ahmadiyyat and how Islam shines light in the dark
world of today. Five Lajna members attended this event and made some new contacts.
Lajna Members were invited to a synagogue, Beth Torah in Wethersfield to speak about our religion under the
title “Islam 101.” Lajna members distributed fliers and books to all forty people who attended.
Chicago Northwest, IL: The local Tabligh secretary sent out invitations
for an interfaith event held at the local Mosque. A member from the local
Church emailed in response to the invitation, expressing a desire to coordinate an additional interfaith event at her Church. The Tabligh secretary
obliged and on November 5th, 2015, the Tabligh Secretary along with
seven Lajna members visited First Church of Lombard-United Congregational. Using a roundtable format, the ladies explored how “women of
faith,” as well as women who do not belong to a faith community, can
remain strong in the face of hatred, violence, persecution, and extremism
committed in the name of God and religion. The group discussed how
women raise the next generation of peacemakers in a world of increasing chaos, ignorance, and hatred. Guests
asked eloquent questions about purdah, the media representation of jihad and Islam, as well as Ahmadi Muslim
views on why some Muslims fall victim to the appeal of radical groups like ISIS, particularly Muslims in the West.
Everyone really appreciated the “women only” open discussion format and repeatedly expressed a desire for more
events like this one.
LA East, CA: Lajna members attended a Thanksgiving program at Claremont United Methodist Church. People
from five different faiths participated. Nasirat and Atfal performed a Nazm at the event. Lajna members actively
engage in Tabligh at local colleges on a monthly basis. The local colleges are Cal Poly Pomona, Cal State Fullerton, and Mount Sac. They speak with female students and distribute brochures in order to spread the Message of
Peace.
Austin, TX: Nasirat and Lajna designed beautiful holiday
cards to send to their friends, neighbors and to all Tabligh contacts. Nasirat, with adult supervision, went to the Masjid
neighborhood to visit neighbors and give them holiday greeting
cards. They received a very positive response from all the
neighbors.
Cypress Houston, TX: Lajna and Nasirat spread the word of peace by giving gifts,
greeting cards and Love for All Hatred for None bookmarks to their neighbors.
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Detroit, MI: Lajna Members working with the members of South Oakland Vicariate organized a program,
which was held at St Thomas More Parish, on Sunday, October 18. The event was titled “Roman Catholicism
and Islam: Things in Common – Mary and Jesus.” Its purpose was to create a dialogue between Muslims
and Catholics and to discover similarities between the two faiths. More specifically, the panel discussions were
centered on parallels between our views on Hazrat Jesusas and Hazrat Maryas. Many Lajna members attended the
event and took part in insightful discussions. The topics addressed on each individual table included views on angels, the status of Maryra, hijab, heaven and hell, and much more. The overall experience was incredible—both
sides of the conversation were open-minded and focused on learning more about the other’s views and beliefs. At
the end of the program, participants were given sheets with charts drawing connections between both religions.
Above all, the interfaith successfully highlighted more reasons for Catholics and Muslims to unify their efforts and
work together to better the world.

Interfaith Book Clubs
Research Triangle, NC: Lajna members hosted a book club at their local center on Sunday, November 15, 2015. They have been partnering with United Methodist Church
Women's Group in this book club for several years. Seven members, including three 15 –
25, one Nasira and five ladies from UMC women’s group attended to discuss the book
‘The Life of Pi’ by Yann Martel. The story is about a young Hindu boy who explores issues
of spirituality and practicality from an early age, and adopts ideals from Hinduism, Christianity and Islam. This topic enabled Lajna members and the United Methodist Women to
discuss many topics common to these major religions. Lajna members also had an opportunity to share messages of peace and unity given by the Promised Messiahas and his Khulafa. Huzoor’satba resolution after the Paris incident was also read aloud.
Refreshments were served before the discussion started. One Christian guest delightfully surprised Lajna members by arriving in Pakistani attire. She shared her admiration of Pakistani cultural clothing and suggestions were
made to perhaps include a Meena Bazaar as well in future. Alhamdulillah, the book club was a great success.
Guests and Lajna members were impressed with the reading and discussion topics and will continue to hold more
book clubs with United Methodist Church Women in the future, Insha’Allah.
Silver Spring, MD: In October, thirty-five women from many faiths
attended an Interfaith Book Club at Bait-ur-Rehman Mosque. About
twenty non-Ahmadi ladies attended the event, and fifteen Lajna members.
The ladies had read the book An Elementary Study of Islam, by Khalifatul
Masih Vatba, and each woman discussed something from the book. Although the guests had some knowledge about Islam, they were very interested in learning more about the Ahmadi Muslim community. Lajna members narrated the story of the Promised Messiahas and his mission. The ladies spent about two hours discussing the book and other general facts
about their faiths. After the discussion they shared tea and snacks and were given a tour of the mosque.
In December, three members were invited to an interfaith book club at Chinmaya Mission to discuss the book
Understanding Hinduism, by D.C. Rao. The Lajna members enjoyed learning about the Hindu faith and meeting
the Swamiji.
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Media Watch Matters
In following with the instructions laid out by the Promised Messiahas, members of Lajna Media Watch (LMW) are
continuing valiantly with the “Jihad of the Pen.” In order to help members polish their writing skills, National Lajna Media Watch has been arranging regular writing workshops throughout the country. On October 10, a day-long
workshop was held for the Northwest Region at Baitul Baseer Mosque in Milpitas, CA. The workshop was conducted
by Nakasha Ahmad and Ismat Mangla. Alhamdulillah it was a very successful day of learning with about 50 Lajna
members attending from Silicon Valley, Seattle, Bay Point, and Merced. The Lajna members found the workshop
very helpful. The success of the event was clearly evident as many writers had their articles published in the local
newspapers.
With the ongoing anti-Islam/Muslim sentiment prevalent in America, the LMW members are actively defending the
true Islam and the Holy Prophet Muhammad saw. Here are some examples of articles published by our team:
Saadia Ahmad of Silicon Valley published her first letter in response to anti-Islam protests arranged by Global
Rally for Humanity. The letter appeared in the Mercury News.
http://www.mercurynews.com/news/ci_28958783/oct-13-readers-letters
Shumaila Ahmad of Virginia Central published a letter on the Jhelum riots and the hypocrisy of Pakistan’s call
on western countries to protect Muslims. Published in Daily Times Pakistan
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/letters/23-Nov-2015/ahmedis-are-victims-too
A nasira, Shanze Hayee of Duluth, Minnesota wrote a letter, which was published in the Duluth News Tribune on the tragic shooting event in San Bernardino. Our writers tirelessly campaign to dispel misconceptions about
the religion of Islam.
http://www.duluthnewstribune.com/letters/3905727-readers-view-california-shooters-didnt-represent-muslimfaith
Shehla Ahmad of South Virginia published an op-ed in World Religion News to counter the killings in San Bernardino, CA.
http://www.worldreligionnews.com/religion-news/islam/an-ahmadiyya-muslim-responds-to-san-bernardinoterror-and-trueislam
Saira Bhatti of Virginia Central published a letter on the documentary about Malala Yousafzai calling out Pakistan’s negative view towards her. Published in Pakistan Link on October 31st and in Daily Times Pakistan under the
title “Biased Attitude.”
http://pakistanlink.org/Opinion/2015/Oct15/30/06.HTM
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/letters/01-Nov-2015/biased-attitude
Aneela Wadan from Virginia Central published a letter on how the U.S. should step up to take in refugees fleeing from crisis. Published in the Baltimore Sun.
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/readersrespond/bs-ed-france-refugees-letter-20151124-story.html
If you are interested in participating in the Jihad of the Pen please contact Shahina Bashir Sahiba at mediawatch@lajnausa.net. Follow Lajna Media Watch on Twitter @lajnamediausa.
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Health Matters
Rock Creek Park, DC: On October 10, 2015 Humanity First held its 4th annual
walkathon at Rock Creek Park, DC. Although Majlis Khuddam USA (MKA) hosted
this event, the Lajna were invited to participate and Alhamdulillah, 100 Lajna and
Nasirat from the Central Region attended this event. Breakfast, Snacks and refreshments were arranged for all participants. Before the walk commenced, the crowd
was greeted with a welcome address, which informed everyone of the basic procedures as well as safety information and concluded with silent prayers and well wishes. The walk itself began in the morning with the men leading
and Lajna following at a short distance behind them. Lajna and Nasirat with the fastest time in completing the walk
were honored with prizes and recognition.
Lajna:
1st Nahid Rafi and Minal Rafi
2nd Ujala Yousaf
3rd Ghazala Yousef and Noor Iqbal
Nasirat:
1st Noorum Chowdhry
1st Eisha Bhatti
2nd Laiba Sarfraz
3rd Amatul Mussawar Khan

Washington, DC
Virginia Central
Virginia Central
Virginia Central
Silver Spring, MD
York/Harrisburg, PA
Silver Spring, MD

Hartford, CT: Lajna members organized a sports day to celebrate health and to motivate members to focus on a
healthy diet and exercise. A food competition was held to see who could make the healthiest (and tastiest) dish!
Many sport activities were carried out. Lajna members also competed in a (poetry competition) Bait Baazi, which
included poems from Hazrat Masih e Maudas.
Milwaukee, WI: A health self-care presentation was given where the benefits and methods of aromatherapy were
introduced. We also discussed essential oils that address specific health issues and healing baths with sea salt and
oils. We looked at ways to overcome anxiety and stress and demonstrated the Thymus Thump method. A question and answer session followed the presentation.
York/Harrisburg, PA: Sixteen Lajna members took a BLS (basic life support) and CPR
class at Hadee Mosque. This course was arranged by the local heath secretary. Two instructors from a local health system instructed the Lajna members with videos, instructions and
practice on dummies. They were also trained in the AED (defibrillator) device, which was
donated to Hadee Mosque by Pinnacle Health, the local network of hospitals and health care providers.
Research Triangle, NC: The Sihat-e-Jismani Secretary briefly reviewed the information from the December
Health webinar. Halal and Tayyab foods were discussed and the difference between them was also explained. She
also explained the health risks of sugary drinks and beverages. Members brought a healthy dish to share and also
shared recipes with everyone. They also learnt the correct way to perform certain exercises.
Detroit, MI: This year a sports day was an excellent opportunity for all Lajna and Nasirat to come together, exhibit their skills at sports and to simply enjoy a fun-filled day of bonding. The organizers put together a great program with events spanning from board games to court based team sports. Both Nasirat and Lajna participated in
events such as obstacle races, basketball, and musical chairs. Masha’Allah the sports day was very successful. Close
to 80 members attended; and all enjoyed great food, sports, board games, and fellowship.

39 of 56

Lajna Matters 1st Quarter Issue, 2016

Publication Matters
Jazakumullah for all your contributions for the Lajna Matters and
we look forward to more for the next issue. If local Ishaat
secretaries need help with compiling their contributions, please
contact lajnamatters@lajnausa.net. If you would like to write for
the Ayesha, please contact Ayesha@lajnausa.net. For receipt books
and to order additional Taleem & Tarbiyat workbooks, please
contact ishaat@lajnausa.net. As always, we look forward to your
comments and feedback! We are looking for sisters who are
interested in writing and editing. If you have a strong background in
this, please contact ishaat@lajnausa.net.
Farzana Safiullah, National Publications Secretary

IT Matters
Lajna Ima’illah - USA Website
http://www.lajnausa.net
Please visit the website frequently for upcoming
events, updates in your region and departmental
news.
Make a frequent use of Lajna Website resources
during your General, Halqa and Nasirat meetings/Classes. Please send your feedback to
IT@lajnausa.net.
Mabroor Jattala
National IT/Website Department

40 of 56

Lajna Matters 1st Quarter Issue, 2016

Local Matters
Lajna Highlights: October 2015 – November 2015
Meetings
# of Bai’ats Obtained:
Tajnid as of November 2015:
5,495
Alhamdulillah!
Average # of General Meetings per month:
84
FL-Orlando (1)
Average % Attendance at Meetings per month: 35%
Average # of Halqa Meetings per month:
87

1

Laurel, MD:
The local Tarbiyat Secretary made two presentations on the current world crises related to the Charlie Hebdo
and Paris terrorist attacks and the current political situation in the US. The advice was provided primarily in
light of Huzoor’satba sermons and statements. The talks were aimed at dissipating the effects of the emotionally
charged political sentiments created by some extreme right wing political candidates. The Lajna members were
advised that as the believers of the Sultan-ul-Qalam initiative, it is our duty to write to the media, speak to
our neighbors and fellow Americans about the true and peaceful, Islamic teachings, instead of them learning
from the misguided extremist interpretations of Islam from the mainstream media or from the actions of the
terrorists.
Dallas, TX:
On Sunday, December 20, 2015, members held a one-day Tarbiyat Camp.
 The program began with presentations covering the Taleem and Tarbiyat syllabus followed by a detailed
review of “The Status of Women in Islam” (Address by Hazrat Khalifatul Masih Vatba to Lajna Ima’illah,
Jalsa Salana UK 2015).
 Next, a Tabligh presentation provided guidelines on “How to Address the Current State of Affairs”
while answering questions regarding Islam and terrorism. Emphasis was placed on the fact that Islam does
not approve of compulsion or forcefully demanding belief out of non-Muslims. When spreading the
message of God, respect and kindness are necessary.
 The final presentation was regarding “Giving in the Way of Allah” and its many blessings.
 A health presentation on the many types Addictions (internet, drugs, etc.) and their side effects on the
individual and the family. Ziafat recipes for salad dressings were shared as well as a handicraft activity in
which Lajna were shown to decorate a photo frame with flowers and gems. Alhamdulillah, the camp was a
great success with very good attendance and interesting topics covered.
Detroit, MI:
Detroit Lajna and Nasirat members participated in an interactive workshop on purdah and
modesty. The importance and relevance of modesty was discussed, and the participants were
taught some basic ways to wear a head covering.
North Jersey:
Lajna members held a Mushaira night. Many talents were discovered; amidst tears and
laughter we bonded, reminisced and vowed to do it again. We also enjoyed delicious food.
LA Inland Empire, CA:
Lajna members were encouraged to go for the congregation Salat to the mosques, their Halqa Salat centers and
also at home with their families. Special prayers from Huzoor’s Friday sermon were given to Lajna to recite
daily.
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Austin, TX
Lajna members from San Antonio halqa participated in a cultural display organized by a local library. Lajna and
Nasirat members displayed various items representing the Islamic and Pakistani culture. Carom board, a common
game in South Asia, became the popular attraction with young attendees of the event.
Dayton, OH:
A one-day camp was arranged with Indiana, Columbus and Dayton Jama’ats. Members had a morning session,
which consisted of a presentation and general discussion on the Second Condition of Bai’at. The afternoon session
consisted of a tarbiyati talk given by our Missionary Sahib on The Islamic Perspective on Halloween.
Nasirat had their own session in the morning with National Nasirat Secretary, Laeeqa Mirza but in the afternoon
they joined in with Lajna. Members had a very good time socializing and learning. The camp was very successful
Alhamdulillah. The attendance was as follows: Dayton 14 Lajna and six Nasirat; Columbus seven Lajna; Indiana
11 Lajna and three Nasirat.
Welcome Event: A welcome event was held for some new Lajna and Nasirat that have recently joined our
Jama’at. Members were introduced and welcomed at the end of our regular Lajna meeting. After that some nice
refreshments were offered.
Queens, NY:
With the Grace of Allah Almighty, the chapter was blessed to host Majlis-e-Shura 2015 for Lajna Ima'illah USA.
Lajna members put in many weeks of hard work and time to prepare for this event. Almost 70 Lajna members
helped in preparation of the event. A U.N member attended our monthly Lajna meeting and addressed members
briefly.
LA Inland Empire, CA:
A special workshop was held on falsehood, dishonesty and mischief on the 2nd condition of Bai'at. Assigned
prayers from Huzoor’satba Friday sermon were given to Lajna members for the daily recitation.
Silver Spring, MD:
Silver Spring Lajna and Nasirat members were invited to a communityweaving event at Sandy Spring Museum. This day was set aside for women
only. Artist Suzanne Herbert-Forton showed Nasirat and Lajna how to weave
into gigantic looms. Lajna and Nasirat members brought beautiful scarves to
weave into the community artwork. It was a wonderful chance to perform
some handicrafts and interact with community members!
Cypress Houston, TX:
Lajna organized outdoor sports, games, and a walk during the Jama’at picnic and also assisted in preparing
Barbeque food to be grilled.
One of our members Sister Halehma Naseer was honored by the Essence of Lady, Inc. with an award naming her
to be the first lady listed as one of their “Iconic Educators” in 2015 for her dedication to teaching all children,
especially girls, tirelessly raising young ladies to levels of respect, self-esteem and academic excellence for over 40
years so that they will make achievements that will impact the lives of other young ladies and their community.
Lajna attentively listened to Huzoor'satba address that was delivered at the UK Jalsa Salana 2015 and discussed the
proper jama’at guidelines for weddings according to national directives.
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Baltimore, MD:
In December, a female Police Officer, Officer Shams came to the mosque to give a presentation on the topic of
Hijab and safety in today's world. Officer Shams’ presentation on how to protect oneself from hate
crimes was extremely interesting for both the Lajna and the younger girls.
She gave us the following tips:












If a threat, assault or an incident occurs it should be recorded.
If needed the police will charge the attacker.
She emphasized that the ladies should not go to the public areas alone.
Neither should they go out alone at night.
Carry a cell phone and paper spray with you.
Communication is the key method of self-defense.
We should discuss issues with the local police.
We need to open up and educate people on our beliefs especially on our concept of peace.
We need to have a good relationship with neighbors and coworkers.
We should volunteer in community services and participate in neighborhood meetings.
We need to reach out to others and dispel their fears.

Virginia South:
A Parents Day was celebrated and an award ceremony was organized in which the achievements of Tahir
Academy students, administrators, teachers and other staff members were recognized.
Long Island, NY:
During the handicraft class, we made a delicious, quick and easy breakfast. We learned how to make a ring
shaped egg casserole, an egg and cheese pastry, chicken patties, and for dessert cinnamon rolls and fresh fruits
bowl.
The handicraft department also presented a very easy and convenient way of organizing your own refrigerator.
Since the refrigerator is used by every family member, if care is not taken, it can rapidly become a very
disorganized space. But if there are labels and a designated spot for each item and a category, everything is
easily found and it can be kept tidy.
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Lajna ages 15-25 Matters
Washington DC:
In November, the Lajna members, held an annual Thanksgiving potluck dinner.
North Jersey, NJ:
Lajna 15 – 25 members are particularly active in attending one of the book clubs on Our Teaching in North
Jersey. The girls read 2 or so pages and then they share and discuss the lines that really peaked their attention and
think about how to apply these teachings in this world. Everyone enjoys these meetings and they all learn from
each other.
Georgia & SC:
Lajna ages 15-25 members were part of a two-day camp in which they held workshops about Social Issues,
Acceptance of prayers, and the book, The Will. There was also a question answer session held at the end of
the camp.
The youth collected $450 through a Humanity First fundraising dinner.
Najia Humayun had an interview with Telemundo at our local Interfaith Prayer Service for San Bernardino
victims.
Houston South, TX:
The youth held a workshop on Islamophobia in which they prepared themselves for potential verbal attacks on
their hijab and listened to speeches and discussions on how to defend Islam and themselves.
Cleveland, OH:
In December they learned about the 2nd condition of Bai’at and how to identify and avoid each immorality
mentioned in this condition.
Virginia North:
Training sessions were held for Lajna 15 – 25 members on the following topics: Offering congregational prayers
for those affected by the negative conditions of the world and guidelines for attending interfaith events as a Lajna
member.
Queens, NY:
One young woman presented her science project at the Qur’an and Science Symposium. Many of these young
members volunteered in hosting for this event as well.
The Lajna 15 – 25 were great workers in hosting the 2015 Lajna Majlis-e-Shura in October. They managed several
departments such as Shura Coordinator, Registration and Audio/Video and others served as helpful volunteers.
Research Triangle, NC:
Our Young women actively participated in the Lajna Jalsa Seerutun Nabi event. They are also very involved in an
interfaith book club. They conducted a Lajna Meeting and gave presentations on
Tabligh and health. These young members donated food to the Raleigh Rescue
Mission
LA Inland Empire, CA:
Lajna 15-25 members spent over 30 hours organizing the mosque library, gathered
weekly to play basketball, and made sack lunches for our adopted shelter, ‘House for
Hope.’ Thanksgiving baskets were also made for the shelter.
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A group of LA East and LA Inland members had a bonfire at the beach where they shared inspiring stories and
sang poems written by the Promised Messiahas.
Orlando, FL:
One young Lajna member serves as President of her High School Key club in which she led her team to
participate in multiple team building meetings in the community. She helped organize an event “Key to the
closet” in which a closet filled with more than 150 clothes and shoes were made available to students for loan
at no cost. She helped in raising a total of $569 by holding box collections and a ‘Pie in the Face’ competition
for teachers, helped prepare and serve food for residents at Ronald McDonald House, and visited a local nursing
home. She taught 'leadership' skills and led a leadership committee meeting for those interested in running for
higher office, or who just want to learn how to be a leader. She participated in environmental projects.
Mash’Allah!
Willingboro, NJ:
The Lajna 15-25 members regularly help at the local Jama’at food pantry.
Hartford, CT:
Lajna members hosted a Lajna Taleem and Tarbiyyat meeting in which issues of purdah and mosque etiquettes
were discussed.
Detroit, MI:
A Tarbiyat Program was held on October 31st for Detroit Lajna 15 – 25 members. The topics addressed
included the Islamic perspective on Halloween and Jinn. There was an interactive workshop on purdah and
modesty in which participants were taught some basic ways to wear a head covering.
A Sports day for Detroit Lajna and Nasirat was held in December. There were obstacle races, basketball, and
musical chairs. Approximately 80 members attended.
Our Local Murrabi Sahib conducted a Question and Answer session for our Lajna 15 – 25 members regarding
current affairs. He suggested that young Ahmadis in Detroit should feel equipped to answer the rising questions
about Islam and the current terrorist attacks in France and San Bernardino.
Cypress Houston, TX:
Our young Lajna members recited the Qaseeda at the Seerat un Nabi Jalsa. National Secretary Tarbiyat, Dr.
Aziza Rahman Sahiba visited Cypress Houston on the occasion of their Seerutun Nabi Jalsa. She sat with Lajna
members 15-25 for an informal discussion and encouraged them with advice and support. She shared stories
regarding her father Dr. Abdus Salaam.
LA East & LA Inland Empire, CA:
Sadr Lajna Ima’illah, Saliha Malik, extended her stay in Los Angeles after the West Coast Jalsa. She took the
opportunity to meet with the Lajna 15 – 25 members one evening over dinner. They had a good discussion
about leaving a positive footprint in their world; their key ‘remember me’ point being that they have accepted and
follow the teachings of the Promised Messiahas. They also talked about several issues of concern such as Internet
and Social Media wisdom. There was a lively, positive crowd gathered at this meeting of about 50 young
members.
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Nasirat Matters
Qur’an Completions:
Samiha Tariq - Austin, TX; Jaziba Ahmad - Austin, TX; Faiza Bhatti - Queens, NY; Uzma Mirza - Oshkosh, WI;
Nasirah Lyla Malik- Virginia Central
Soha Ahmad, age 5 years, - completed reading the Qaida - Virginia Central
Inland Empire, CA
The Nasirat had a fundraiser and made goody bags for Eid. One Nasira shared her experience of performing Umrah at Nasirat class. Nasirat had a get together with their school friends and
enjoyed putting mehndi on for an Eid celebration. The girls regularly participate with the Lajna to prepare sandwiches for the homeless shelter.
Washington DC
Nasirat visited the Jefferson library and the Botanical Gardens in D.C. The
girls also participated in the Qur’an Science Symposium held in Queens, NY.
Syracuse, NY
Two Nasirat held a bake sale and raised $136 for the Lajna Hall, Alhamdulillah!
Georgia & SC
Jaziba Bahri read a prayer at the Ecumenical Thanksgiving Celebration at Temple Kohl Emmeth. She also created artwork for her school on environmental
concerns.
Asiya Khan, read out all the names of the victims of the California shooting at the Interfaith Prayer Service
conducted by the Jama’at. At the event, five Nasirat were part of the welcoming committee. One Nasira brought a guest as well.
Dayton, OH
The girls learned the different types of Chanda and how the aamilah works during their meeting. They also participated in an art activity and made a banana
dessert.
Central Jersey:
One Nasira wrote an article on “Removing Darkness from Society” for the quarterly Nasirat Newsletter. Nasirat helped put together 75 bags of food that was donated to the local food bank in Old Bridge, NJ.
Insh’Allah Central Jersey Majlis will be donating regularly to the Old Bridge Food Bank, with the help of the
wonderful Nasirat. During a Nasirat meeting, the girls made an additional 11 baskets filled with food and
other items to donate to the local food bank. They decorated the baskets with ribbons, bows, ornaments, and
their own homemade cards.
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Houston North, TX
The girls attended a gathering to promote the message of peace within the community.
Both, Atfal and Nasirat took a role in the 1000 Lights for Peace for Mahatma
Gandhi event. They recited a poem about Love for All and Hatred for None at the event.
Five Nasirat joined a community holiday gathering event and recited a poem. An Interfaith
Holiday Music Festival was held at a local high school: Nasirat read a poem in front of a
full auditorium. The English poem was titled Love for All, Hatred for None.
Willingboro, NJ:
Nasirat donated food items to the Thanksgiving Food drive and also beautifully decorated the boxes that were
used to deliver the food. They also made holiday cards for the nuns of St. Clare's Monastery.
Hartford, CT:
Nasirat and Lajna took a field trip to the Annual Qur’an Science Symposium in New York. The girls showcased
their posters for the science fair.
Detroit, MI:
Seven Lajna members and nine Nasirat members attended the Troy interfaith area group annual Thanksgiving
dinner. One of the Nasirat members read out a few verses of the Holy Qur’an selected
by the Lajna, and discussed what thankfulness to God means. Representatives of
Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity, Bhai, Judaism, the Sikh faith were all present.
Eleven Nasirat attended the thanksgiving program organized by Interfaith Troy Group
at the Islamic Association of Greater Detroit (IAGD). Two Nasirat presented For
Allah's Endless Mercy, We are Thankful and recited a portion of Holy Qur'an
and its translation.
The Nasirat attended the "Stop The Crisis: What is the Pathway to Peace"
symposium, and one Nasira read an excerpt from the Holy Qur'an.
Nasirat participated in sports day by developing friendships and strengthening
their bonds of sisterhood. They played together, laughed together and competed
with each other with smiles. This wonderful day ended with the announcement
of the winners and dua.
Eighteen Nasirat attended a knitting and cooking program. During the first part of the session, they learned the
basics of knitting. In the cooking session, all the girls helped in the preparation of chicken noodle soup by cutting
the chicken and chopping vegetables. Everyone enjoyed the warm and yummy soup and the brownies, which
were served for dessert.
Cypress Houston, TX:
Nasirat created condolences cards for the families of deceased members to offer comfort and solace for the
grieving relatives.
The girls were able to sit down for personal meetings with the National Tarbiyat Secretary, Dr. Aziza Rahman
Sahiba who offered guidance, advice and support to the youth. She shared colorful anecdotes regarding her
esteemed father Dr. Abdus Salaam.
Nasirat visited a young Lajna member’s house for a girls’ day out where they read the beautiful book “My God.”
They discussed the topics brought up in the story and how they are related to the real world.
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Chicago Northwest, IL:
Nasirat prepped 75 goody bags that were donated to the Glen Ellyn Food Pantry for the holiday season.
Each goody bag included, one pair of gloves and socks, coloring book, bubbles, crayons, and a fun stamp.
One of our Nasira, who is a high school student, invited her class to visit our mosque in an effort to better
understand Islam and remove misconceptions about our religion. 58 students of West Chicago High School
along with their teacher visited the mosque. They had a question- answer session where they asked a lot of
question about our prayers, festivals, and customs. They also had a lot of questions about the status of
Hazrat Jesusas and Hazrat Ibrahimas in our religion. Alhamdulillah, Imam Sahib answered all their questions.
Before going their teacher thanked Imam Sahib and our Nasirat repeatedly. After a week, we received a
thank you card from the whole class, in which each student had written a personal message, appreciating
and expressing their gratitude.
LA East, CA:
Nasirat members volunteered at snack stall at the West Coast Jalsa Salana. They sold drinks, baked goods,
chips, chocolates, candies and collected a total of $900.
Several Lajna members, Nasirat and Atfal attended a Thanksgiving Interfaith assembly, where the Nasirat
and Atfal performed a Nazm at the event.
Austin, TX:
Nasirat spread holiday spirit, joy and love to the neighbors around
Baitul Muqeet Masjid. They delivered hand made holiday cards and
the official Holiday card from Austin Jama’at. Neighbors were
overjoyed to see little children (Atfal and Nasirat) spreading the
message of peace and goodwill and
showered them with hugs and
kisses.
Mash’Allah, this year a Waqf-eJadid and Tehrik-e-Jadid day was
organized for the Nasirat. The highlight of the day was celebrating Nanha
Mujahid and Mujahidaat. Children aged 8 months to 14 years, gathered
together for a group photo displaying their certificates.
Virginia Central:
Nasirat attended a general meeting where they listened to, two important non- Shura presentations on the
Status of Women in Islam and Giving in the way of Allah. It was then followed by a quiz based on
the presentations. Also, new Nasirat in Virginia Central were recognized at the end of meeting.
Zion, IL:
Three Nasirat assisted Lajna members in serving 117 people at the Shalom
Center Soup Kitchen and helped make turkey and cheese, and peanut
butter and jelly sandwiches. The girls also helped with donating 20 jars of
baby food to the Shalom Center. One hundred and seventeen guests (22
were children) were served during this event.
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Ijtemaat
Bloomington, IL:
By the grace of Allah, Bloomington Nasirat Ijtema was held on November 7th, 2015. The theme of the Ijtema
was Love for All, Hatred for None. There were four competitions according to the different age groups:
Memorization of the Holy Qur’an, Recitation of the Holy Qur’an, Speech, and a Poster Presentation about the
theme – Love for All, Hatred for None. Six nasirat and two pre-nasirat took part in the competitions. At the
end, nasirat participated in a cooking activity. The program concluded with the prize distribution, and silent
prayer. All Nasirat did a very good job, Alhamdulillah.

Annual Regional Jama’at Tarbiyati Ijtema- West Midwest Region:
By the Grace of Allah, the West Midwest Region held their second Annual Regional
Jama’at Tarbiyati Ijtema on December 19-20, 2015 at Baitul Jaamay Mosque in Glen
Ellyn, Illinois. The Tarbiyati Ijtema is arranged by the Jama’at with separate sessions
for Lajna and Nasirat. There were 74 Nasirat present from Bloomington, Chicago
East, Chicago Northwest, Chicago Southwest, Milwaukee, Oshkosh, Indiana, and
Zion. The session began with the recitation of the Holy Qur’an and ended with all Nasirat reciting the Tarana.
The session was presided over by older Nasirat representing their Majalis.
All Nasirat participated in two workshops very enthusiastically which were
assigned prior to the event.
Nasirat from all Majalis participated in
making the PowerPoint presentations for the
workshops, and Bloomington Majlis in
particular contributed to the artwork in the presentations. It was a very
successful event with all Nasirat ready to participate in each section of the
presentations. Alhamdulillah!

Alternate Halloween Activities
Nasirat from the following Majalis (Laurel, Silicon Valley, Silver Spring and
Detroit) participated in alternate Halloween activities. The girls learned about
shirk, jinn and the Islamic perspective on these issues. The highlights were
participating in a Tarbiyat workshop, making goodie bags and enjoying several fun
activities with other Nasirat. All who attended enjoyed the activity.
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Dayton, OH:
A sleepover is arranged every year in the Dayton Mosque on Halloween night. The purpose is to keep the
children away from the pagan traditions associated with Halloween, and instead gather them in the mosque
where they can engage in Islamic activities along with socializing with other children and their families. This
year a sleepover was also arranged. After salat and dinner, a tarbiyati program was conducted with the
children that consisted of a power point presentation on Halloween prepared by our Jama’at. This was
followed by a lively question answer session in which the girls aged 7 to 15 asked many questions related to
Halloween and other Islamic and non-Islamic holidays. The girls then had fun games and activities until it was
time for bed.
New Year's Eve Activity
Nasirat and Lajna from Laurel, Silver Spring, Silicon Valley and Willingboro, NJ participated in New Year’s
Eve activities. Some activities were playing fun games, making a list of goals for the New Year. Members
offered Nawafil and Tahajjud prayers together.

Nasirat Fun Days
North Jersey:
Nasirat had a fun day filled with activities such as “egg on a spoon challenge,” cooking and baking. The cooking
consisted of making fresh chicken noodle soup from scratch for those chilly nights and pasta with the girls.
The girls also baked cupcakes, cookies and brownies. On a separate day, the girls also had a handicraft
activity, where the girls learned to knit. To make the event more blessed, they wrote letters to our beloved
Huzooratba.
Hartford, CT:
The girls participated in a day filled with prayers, fun activities, and tasty treats and socializing with friends.
Dallas, TX:
The Nasirat went to an indoor recreational facility. They enjoyed two hours of moderate physical activity
including bowling, laser tag and rope climbing. Later, Nasirat had pizza for dinner. The trip gave them good
opportunity to socialize and bond with one another.
Potomac, MD
The girls attended a fun-filled basketball day at Camp Seneca Park in Boyd’s, where they learned about proper
form, offense vs. defense, and how to shoot. All the girls greatly enjoyed and benefitted from the camp.
The Nasirat attended a hands-on cooking class where they learned to make No Bake Nutella Cream Cake. The
girls were given the recipe to take home and overall thoroughly enjoyed the whole experience!
Potomac Nasirat also participated in a Mehndi art day, where
they learned how to come up with original designs, how to use
a mehndi cone and the basic steps to successful Mehndi art.
Five Nasirat also went on an exciting day-trip to Washington
DC, where they visited the National Museum of American
History and the Natural History Museum. They also went to a
food court to have a delicious lunch and some gelato during
their outing.
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Seerat-un Nabi Jalsa
Cleveland, OH:
Nasirat participated in the event by presenting topics on Ahadith, the Holy Prophet’ssaw childhood, and his
treatment of children.
Oshkosh, WI:
Nasirat participated in the event by reciting a few couplets from the Qaseedah as a group in front of guests.
Orlando, FL:
The girls participated by presenting on the Holy Prophet'ssaw kindness to children and his kindness to animals.
Detroit, MI:
The Nasirat did a moving recitation of the Qaseeda.
Chicago Northwest, IL:
The Nasirat did a presentation on the topic, Hazrat Muhammadsaw and his treatment of Children. The
girls presented different incidents of kindness and mercy from the Holy Prophet’ssaw life to remind all of us how
we should treat our children with love and respect.
Virginia Central:
A Nasira presented a speech on the Holy Prophet ’ssaw Kindness Towards
Children at the Lajna Seeratun Nabi Jalsa. Additionally, Nasirat created posters on
the life and character of the Holy Prophetsaw .
Research Triangle, NC:
One Nasira along with a Lajna 15-25 member recited few couplets of a poem in praise
of the Holy Prophetsaw. They also listened and watched a presentation prepared by
Lajna 15-25 on the Benevolence of the Holy Prophetsaw. After the program all
Nasirat socialized and enjoyed refreshments.
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Tarbiyat Camps
Virginia North:
The girls participated in a day camp where coin jars were collected to learn the importance of Zakat and charity.
Their pocket money was donated to the jama’at fund, Mash’Allah.
Houston North, TX:
Eleven Nasirat attended and learned and discussed salat posture demonstrations and recognizing Allah's Grace on
his servants in light of the Qur’an (Ch. 92, V 6-8). Discussions on careers and how to use different careers to serve
Allah and humanity were shared as well.
Dallas, TX:
During this camp, special attention was given to the review of the memorization of Salat with translation. Nasirat
learned how to make several different soups, which were served during lunch; and they also participated in a frame
decorating handicraft activity. Nasirat also asked Lajna member’s anonymous questions about current world affairs
as well as Jesus and Islam.
Georgia and SC:
Nasirat had an overnight two-day camp. They had workshops and talked about Halloween. As a craft project, the
Nasirat decorated wooden frames to hold their Nasirat picture.
Chicago North West, IL: Nasirat attended a one-day Tarbiyati camp. Alhamdulillah 17 out of 18 Nasirat and 5
under 7 year old girls attended. Every Nasira received a welcome gift with a folder. Nasirat presented a lot of very
engaging and well prepared speeches and power point presentations on the Benefit of reciting Qur’an Daily,
Importance of five daily prayers, Responsibilities of a Nasira, Attributes of Allah Ar-Rahman, Rab
and Al-Khaliq. The first session ended with the game of Jeopardy on the life of Holy Prophet saw. In the second
session, after Namaaz and lunch, the girls took part in many activities such as a Yoga session, a baking class, a
button sewing class and a lot of indoor and outdoor games. They also had a question and answer session with Imam
Sahib and ended the day with writing a letter to Huzooratba.

Virginia Central:
Thirty-three Nasirat attended a camp with the
theme of Our Beloved Holy Prophet
Muhammadsaw. The Nasirat participated in a
variety of activities including an interactive
presentation and a handicraft activity in which they
made posters and detailed timelines on the life of
the Holy Prophetsaw. They also wrote letters to
Huzooratba, played soccer and basketball, and were
treated to ice cream and chocolate.

Fitness Camp
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Virginia North and Virginia Central:
The Annual Regional Spiritual Fitness Camp, organized by the Jama’at for both Nasirat and Atfal, was held at
Masjid Mubarak. The Camp was packed with interactive sessions, sports, question and answer sessions, food,
prayers and sisterhood. Forty-nine Nasirat members attended the camp where they learned the proper ways of
doing Wudhu and offering Salat. They discussed the Etiquettes of Mosque and Jumu’ah prayers. They were
taught to navigate the alislam.org website. They also participated in an activity to apply creative skills where
the girls selected a topic and made posters to present. They also made posters during a handicraft activity and
played indoor and outdoor games including basketball, soccer and Tornado shark. At the end of the camp the
girls were awarded Certificates of Appreciation.
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Births
May Allah bless the new arrivals and make them a joy for their parents and families and guide
them on the path of true righteousness. Ameen
Laurel, MD: Salman Zia and Madeeha Ijaz were blessed with a daughter, Wania Zia
Washington, DC:
 Humera Malik was blessed with a daughter, Amalina Maryam Malik,
 Bushra Zartasht was blessed with a daughter, Mahira Qudus Malik
 Aasma Ahmad was blessed a son, Pasha Ali Mirza.
Silicon Valley, CA:
 Maria and Faraz Mirza were blessed with a daughter, Madiha Mirza.
 Kamila and Tariq Shaikh were blessed with a son, Haseeb Shaikh.
 Kanwal and Tahir Khan were blessed with a son, Farhan Khan.
 Maira and Omar Asad were blessed with a son, Arhum Salar Asad.
Virginia North: Sadia Shah and Mirza Bashir Ahmad were blessed with a son, Mirza Badr Ahmad.
Queens, NY:
 Mr. and Mrs. Tahir Bhatti were blessed with a son.
 Mr. and Mrs. Atiq Yassar were blessed with a son, Faiq Ahmad.
 Mr. and Mrs. Noman Ahmad were blessed with a son, Zane Ahmad. Alhamdulillah, he is dedicated to the
Waqfe Nau scheme.
 Mr. and Mrs. Tahir Sheikh were blessed with a daughter.
Research Triangle, NC: Marriam Agyemang was blessed with a daughter, Rashida.
Minnesota, MN:
 Amir Rahim Chaudhari and Tuba Fazal Chaudhari were blessed with a daughter Ayla Sultana Chaudhari.
 Mirza Haris Baig and Asma ul Bushra Baig were blessed with a daughter, Maira Haris Baig.
Milwaukee,WI: Aiman (Tahir) Khan was blessed with a son.
Binghamton, NY:
 Maimoona and Mubasher Ahmad were blessed with a son, Mussawer.
 Sabahat and Azhair sahib were blessed with a daughter, Mirha Ahmad.
Detroit, MI:
 Mawara Ahmed was blessed with a son, Raafeh Ahmed.
 Hira Khan was blessed with a son, Zeeshan Azmeer Khan.
 Salma Batool was blessed with a daughter Atiatul Hafiz Tarifa.
South Virginia:
 Amtul Mujeeb Sadaf was blessed with a daughter, Simra Mohammad.
 Nadia Khan was blessed with son, Hassaan Ahmad.
 Sobia Jamil was blessed with a son, Ubaid Ma’az Ullah. Alhamdulillah he is dedicated to the Waqfe Nau
scheme.
 Asifa Kainat was blessed with a daughter, Abrish.
Chicago Northwest, IL: Talia Ahmad and Waqas Ahmad were blessed with a daughter, Ayla Fouzia Ahmad.
York/Harrisburg, PA
 Khalid and Natalie Qureshi were blessed with a daughter Aria Karim.
 Sabiha and Momin Bhatti were blessed with a daughter Aleesa Safia Bhatti
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Requests for Prayers
Members are requested to remember the following in their prayers:
 Hazrat Khalifatul Masih Khamisatba and Apa Jaan
 All Ahmadis around the world, who are suffering from persecution and
oppression
 Ameer Sahib USA
 Sadr Lajna Ima’illah USA
 Jama’at and Lajna Office Holders
Special Prayers are requested for our dear Sisters Aliyyah Shaheed, Shakura
Nooriah and Salma Ghani. May Allah always keep them in His Loving Care.
Laurel, MD: A special prayer is requested for Shahida Bhatti who is
recovering from a serious illness.
Washington, DC:
 A special prayer is requested for Waseema Dar, who recently had knee surgery.
 A special prayer is requested for Sadiqa Hayee’s husband, who has cardiac health concerns.
North Jersey: Prayers are requested for the renovation process of the New Jersey masjid that Allah fills it with
prayers and blessings.
Orlando, FL: Prayers are requested for all members and their loved ones, who are experiencing health problems,
employment and financial challenges.
Silver Spring, MD: A special prayer is requested for Naeema Latif Sahiba who had surgery on her shoulder. Please
pray for her speedy recovery.
Virginia South: Members of this chapter are requesting prayers for their masjid that is about to start construction
soon Insha’Allah.
Baltimore, MD:
 Prayers are requested for Hamza and Mariam Yahya for their ailing health.
 A special prayer is requested for the Lajna Sadr of Baltimore. May Allah grant her a speedy recovery.

Prayers for the Departed and Their Families
Inna Lillahi wa Inna Ilahi Rajeoon. May Allah elevate the status of the deceased and grant strength
to the family members to bear this loss with patience. Ameen.
Houston South, TX:
A special prayer is requested for Attiya Tanouli, whose grandmother (Saadia Ahmed) recently passed away. She was a
very pious and learned lady.
Special prayers are requested for Asifa Bushra, who lost one of her two twins. The child was only one month old. May
Allah grant patience to the family. Ameen.
Detroit, MI: Prayers are requested for Humaira Islam, who lost her father.
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A Devoted Member Of Our Lajna Passes Away
Inna Lillahi wa Inna Iliahi Rajeoon
The late Amatul Karim Nusrat Chaudhry Sahiba was born on May 29, 1951 in Lahore, Pakistan to Dr. Ghulam
Mustafa Chaudhry Sahib and Noor Begum Sahiba. Dr. Mustafa was one of the founding physicians of Rabwah’s
renowned Fazl-e-Umar hospital. She was the granddaughter of Hazrat Chaudhry Muhammad Deen Sahib, who
was a companion of the Promised Messiahas and a Derwesh of Qadian. Nusrat Chaudhry Sahiba’s elder brother
was the late Chaudhry Ghulam Mujtaba Sahib. Chaudhry Ghulam Mujtaba Sahib was an attorney in Pakistan’s
Supreme Court, and a member of the Qadha Board. He served with Hazrat Khalifatul Masih Vatba prior to
Huzoor’s intekhab-e-khilafat. Nusrat Chaudhry Sahiba’s cousin was the late Chaudhry Mubarak Muslehoodeen
Ahmad Sahib, who served as Wakeel-ul-Maal Tehrik-e-Jadid in Rabwah, Pakistan.
Nusrat Chaudhry Sahiba had a Masters Degree in Arabic from Taleem-ul-Islam College in Rabwah, Pakistan.
She married Mubashir Ahmad Chaudhry Sahib on September 10, 1972. They marked their 43rd wedding
anniversary this September, 2015. On February 14, 1983 the couple moved from Rabwah, Pakistan to San
Jose, California.
Throughout her life, Nusrat Chaudhry Sahiba was an active member of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community and
served as secretary of finance in Rabwah, and for several years as Sadr Lajna of the San Jose Jama’at. She
remained passionately devoted to Khilafat and proudly observed Islamic purdah, including niqaab. On a flight
just a few days after 9/11, some people advised her to remove her niqaab to avoid discrimination—she instead
proudly wore her niqaab as she did every day of her adult life. Despite her many pressing responsibilities, she
tirelessly served as an Al Furqan teacher to countless children, and likewise took immense joy in teaching adults
how to read the Qur’an in Arabic. At the time of her passing, she served as the Lajna Secretary of Tehrik-eJadid for the San Jose Majlis.
Nusrat Chaudhry Sahiba was known as a noble person with a sweet personality. She eschewed backbiting,
dishonesty, miserliness, and arrogance. Her reputation was that of a compassionate leader and a trustworthy
confidant. Within her family and throughout the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, many sought her counsel,
advice, and wisdom—especially during times of trial and tribulation. She was a loving mother, a gracious aunt,
a dutiful wife, a caring sister, a generous provider, and most of all engrossed in the love of Allah and Prophet
Muhammadsaw. Allah blessed her to join the honorable scheme of al-Wasiyyat when she was only 18 years old.
She passed away as a Moosi, and contributed ⅓ of her income to al-Wasiyyat. Allah also blessed her to perform
the Hajj in 2013, Masha’Allah. Throughout her adult life Nusrat Chaudhry Sahiba was regular in her observance
of Itekaf during the holy month of Ramadan. In San Jose, she hosted Jumu’ah at her home every week for
several years.
Unwavering in her five daily prayers and Tahajjud prayers, Nusrat Chaudhry Sahiba additionally kept a detailed
prayer list to pray for her family, friends, and anyone else who would ask her to pray for them. Her thoughts
were constantly engaged in the remembrance of Allah. Her final act—mere hours before her passing—was a
request to allocate funds to the mosque fund. She continued to engage in the remembrance of Allah with
numerous prayers in the final hour of her life. Her last words were the Kalima Shahada.
Amatul Karim Nusrat Chaudhry Sahiba returned to her Creator on October 22, 2015. Inna lillahi wa inna ilahi
rajeoon. She was the youngest of seven children. Her husband, Mubashir Ahmad Chaudhry Sahib, her elder
brother Chaudhry Ghulam Qadir, three children—Muhammed Ahmad Chaudhry, Ramla Chaudhry, and
Eamon Chaudhry—and four grandchildren—Momin Chaudhry, Dania Chaudhry, Yusuf Roshaan Virk, and
Adeen Virk, survives her.
She was buried in Maqbarah Moosian in San Jose, California on October 26, 2015. May Allah bless her with
His choicest blessings and admit her into His gardens of bliss, Ameen.

56 of 56

Lajna Matters 1st Quarter Issue, 2016

Lajna Matters
Jumada Al-Awwal 1437

Issue 1- 2016

February 2016

A quarterly publication of Lajna Ima‘illah and Nasiratul Ahmadiyya, USA
An Auxiliary of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community
Views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the views of
The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community

This issue of the Lajna Matters was compiled under the guidance of National Sadr Sahiba, Saliha Malik and with
assistance from the National Lajna Publications Team. Your comments and suggestions are always welcome.

Lajna Matters
Publications Team:
Farzana Safiullah
Publications Secretary
Ishaat@lajnausa.net
Bushra Mirza
Editor, Lajna Matters
Lajnamatters@lajnausa.net
Abeeha Alam
Alia Khan
Shammama Malik
Associate Editors, Lajna
Matters
Aeman Bashir
Layout, Lajna Matters
Mabroor Jattalla
Urdu Section, Lajna Matters
LMUrdu@lajnausa.net

