Lajna Matters – June 2020

1

Shawwal 1441 (Tenth Month of the Islamic Year)

Special Features
The Glorious Qur’an
Message from Sadr Lajna
National Correspondence
Huzoor’s Sermon
Taleem Matters
Tarbiyyat Matters
Tabligh Matters
Khidmat-e-Khalq Matters
Media Watch Matters

June 2020

Issue 1

Holy Qur’an

ُ ﺳۡﻮَل ﻟَﻌَﻠﱠ
ۚ﴾١٣٣﴿ ﮑۡﻢ ﺗ ُۡﺮَﺣُﻤۡﻮَن
ُ ;َ َو اﻟﱠﺮ
َو ا َِطۡﯿﻌُﻮا ﱣ
ُ ِّﻋ ۡۤﻮا اِٰﻟﯽ َﻣۡﻐِﻔَﺮةٍ ِّﻣۡﻦ ﱠرﺑ
ُ ﺴٰﻤٰﻮ
ت َو
ﺿَﮩﺎ اﻟ ﱠ
ُ ﻋۡﺮ
ُ ﺳﺎِر
َ ﮑۡﻢ َو َﺟﻨﱠٍۃ
َ َو
ۙ﴾١٣۴﴿ ض ۙ ا ُِﻋﺪﱠۡت ِﻟۡﻠُﻤﺘ ﱠِﻘۡﯿَﻦ
ُ اۡﻻَۡر
And obey Allah and the Messenger that you be shown mercy. And vie with
one another in asking for forgiveness from your Lord, and for a Paradise
whose price is the heavens and the earth, prepared for the God-fearing
(3:133-134).

Nasirat Matters
Public Affairs Matters
Umoore Talibaat Matters

Hadith

Waqifat Matters
IT Matters
Isha’at Matters
Urdu Section

All members are asked to
make use of the resources
provided by Jama’at and
Lajna in order to
improve their reading
and their comprehension
of the Holy Qur’an. All
Majaalis are requested to
spend 10-15 minutes
during their General
Meetings to improve
their Tarteel.

Abu Malik Ash’ari relates that the Holy Prophet (saw) said: Cleanliness is
half of faith; the utterance of: All praise belongs to Allah fills the scales of
good works; the utterance of: Holy is Allah and worthy of all praise fills the
space between the heavens and the earth; Prayer is light; charity is proof of
faith; steadfastness is a glow and the Qur’an is a plea in your favor or
against you. Everyone begins the morning ready to bargain with his soul as
a stake and ransoms it or ruins it. (Muslim) (Riyadh As-Salihin page 11).

Prayer of The Holy Prophetsaw: For Complete Trust
in Allah
O Allah! To You I have submitted, in You do I believe and in You I put my
trust, to You do I turn and from You do I seek judgment. O Allah! I seek
refuge with You through Your Honor, there is none worthy of worship
except You, that You safeguard me against going astray. You are the EverLiving Who dies not, whereas men, high and low, do and will die.
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From the Writings of the Promised Messiah (as):
“So when you encounter misfortune, you should step forth even more eagerly, for this is the means of
your success. Exert all your power to spread the Oneness of God on earth. Show mercy to His servants
and do not wrong them by your tongue or your hand or by any other means, and strive for the welfare of
God’s creation. Behave not arrogantly towards anyone even if he is your subordinate, and revile not
anyone even if he should revile you. Become humble, tolerant, well-intentioned and compassionate
towards God’s creation so that you may be accepted by God.” (Noah’s Ark, page 21)

Message from Sadr Lajna Ima’illah, USA, Dhiya Bakr Sahiba
ﻋﻠَْﯿُﻜْﻢ َوَرْﺣَﻤﺔُ ﷲِ َوﺑََﺮَﻛﺎﺗ ُﮫ
َ ﺴﻼَُم
اﻟ ﱠ

Assalamo Alaikum wa Rahmatullahe wa Barakatahu.
Dear Sisters and Nasirat,
The months July through September 2019 were very busy months as we concluded our program year.
We held ijtemas, social service activities, meena bazaars, and peace symposiums. Some members were able
to attend Jalsa Salana USA and Jalsa Salana UK. Alhumdulillah. Inspiring Ijtema presentations were given
on “Relationship with Allah” and dynamic speeches at USA Jalsa Salana on topics such as “I Solemnly Pledge
to My Faith and Nation”. We traveled miles to be in each other’s company for spiritual nourishment and to
renew or foster friendships under the banner of Ahmadiyyat.
The Lajna National Program for this time period focused on “Certainty of Faith Through Worship.” Worship
is the “feeling or expression of reverence and adoration for a deity and to honor Him with our religious rites”
(google). It comes in various forms and is demonstrated several ways. In addition to performing our daily
obligatory prayers and reading the Holy Quran, we worship Allah through following Islamic teachings and
emulating the example of the Holy Prophet Muhammad s.a.w. . In our actions towards one another and
mankind, we exhibit a form of faith and worship. The goal is to witness God’s presence through these actions
and be sure of His existence as we increase our faith.
The Holy Quran states: “Thee alone do we worship and Thee alone do we implore for help.” (1:5) “And they
were not commanded but to serve Allah being sincere to Him in obedience and being upright and to observe
Prayer and pay the Zakat. And that is the religion of the people of the right path.” (98:6) For these months,
the right path continues to lead us toward certainty that when we recite “I bear witness that there is none
worthy of worship except Allah and Muhammad s.a.w. is His servant and messenger,” we have no doubt
because we have experienced His presence and seen His power through our activities and events.
It has been a pleasure and blessing to have visited with many of you during this time period. I felt your love
of Allah. With others, I had an opportunity to share precious moments working and praying together to gain
nearness to Allah. May the Lajna events described in this issue of Lajna Matters inspire you to have a personal
commitment to further the advancement of Lajna Ima’illah USA.
Wa Alaikum Salaam,
Your sister Dhiya Tahira Bakr
Humbly serving as Sadr Lajna Ima’illlah USA
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Friday Sermon
Khutba of Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih V (aba) of October 25, 2019
After reciting the Tashahhud, Ta’awwuz, and Surah Al-Fatihah, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V (aba) recited
verse 42 of Surah al-Hajj. The translation is “Those who, if We establish them in the earth, will observe
Prayer and pay the Zakat and enjoin good and forbid evil. And with Allah rests the final issue of all
affairs.”
In this verse, Allah the Exalted has explained that true believers do not become self-absorbed and
materialistic when they attain peace and prosperity after a period of difficulty. Rather they observe salat,
pay attention to their prayers, populate their mosques, serve humanity and spend their wealth on the poor
and for the propagation of God’s faith. They are mindful of performing good deeds and avoid sins. They
do all these only for the sake of God and God in return brings excellent results of these virtuous acts. Thus,
the principle to understand is that any act that is done in accordance with the commandment of God, while
being mindful of His awe and majesty, is bound to lead to excellent outcomes.
You have built a mosque here in Mahdi Abad, similarly a mosque has been inaugurated recently in Fulda
and Giessen. By the grace of Allah the Exalted, under the 100 mosques scheme, the Jama’at in Germany
has had the opportunity to construct various mosques. We are not granted religious freedom in Pakistan.
There, the law of the country does not permit us to construct mosques and it does not permit us to worship
freely. Here, we are constructing mosques in order to fulfil the rights of Allah the Exalted and Allah has
also blessed us financially. We have pledged allegiance to the Promised Messiah (as) in order to improve
our spiritual and moral state. Hence, our mosques draw our attention towards this fact. We must make a
concerted effort to offer Salat in a committed and dedicated manner and attain the highest standard of
worship. After an initial period of effort, God grants the person spiritual guidance that he does not need
to struggle to offer Salat. For such a guided person Salat becomes the sustenance for his soul and leads to
his spiritual progress. Such an individual is granted pleasure and delight in Salat, which is as fulfilling as
drinking cold water in extreme thirst. Such a person feels deprived and restless without Salat and
experiences a particular sense of contentment and tranquillity in his heart by offering Salat. The Promised
Messiah (as) states that it is not possible to put into words the pleasure a person feels, who truly offers the
prayer. The Promised Messiah (as) said that prayer is the root and ladder of every advancement and Salat
is the ladder through which a believer can find God.
It is vital that we pray during Salat in our own tongue, so that we can connect with God. Concentration
and humility in prayers can be attained by supplicating in one’s own language. Hence, the Promised
Messiah (as) instructed us to pray in our own language as well. The Promised Messiah (as) further states:
‘It is vital to offer the prayers that Allah Almighty has taught us and the best prayer among those prayers
is Surah al-Fatihah because it is a complete prayer. In Surah al-Fatihah, Allah Almighty has taught us the
following prayer: [Arabic] ‘Guide us in the right path’ (1:6). The meaning of this supplication is extensive,
when the right path for a task is granted, then the task gets easy to accomplish. If a farmer gets the right
path of farming skills and processes, he can expect a good yield. Similarly, a skilful Salat offered properly
is a path to God Almighty. So, we should seek the right path to offer the best Salat. God listens to the
supplications of his people. God Almighty states: [Arabic] “Pray unto Me; I will answer your prayer” He
then states: [arabic] “And when My servant ask thee about Me, say, ‘I am near. I answer the prayer of the
supplicant when he prays to Me.’”
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God Almighty has promised that one who earnestly comes towards Him and seeks to comprehend the true
reality of His Being, God too shall hurry towards such an individual. The Holy Prophet (sa) has also
explained this. God Almighty has declared that when His servant takes a step towards Him, He, in turn,
takes two steps and when His servant walks towards Him, He comes running.
So true Salat brings about a true spiritual and moral transformation. If, after offering regular Salat, moral
condition does not improve, then such a Salat is ineffective and will be rejected by God. We must be
mindful that our worldly commitments do not distract us and lower our commitment and quality of Salat.
Be very mindful that the Holy Prophet (sa) said that the difference between faith and disbelief is the
abandoning of Salat. Only dedication to Salat will distinguish between belief and disbelief.
We must always bear these words of the Promised Messiah (as) in mind; he says: “You must reform
yourselves in a manner whereby your intentions become aligned with God Almighty’s intentions. To the
extent that nothing is left for one’s own self, rather everything becomes God ‘s. Purification means that
one’s heart is cleansed of all sorts of beliefs and actions that are opposed to God. God Almighty does not
assist anyone unless they ensure that their intentions become one with God Almighty’s desires and they
completely submit to His will.”
The Promised Messiah (as) then says that when one reforms themselves, they ought to ensure the reform
of their families, and one is responsible for the reformation of one’s wife and children. May God Almighty
enable us to reform our conditions and to not only establish prayer, but to raise its standards. May we
purify our wealth, increase our moral standards, perform virtuous deeds and also spread this far and wide.
May we abstain from evil ourselves and strive to protect our offspring. After the construction of this
mosque, may we spread the true message of Islam to the residents of this city, may we bring them closer
to worship of the One God. We can only achieve this if we bring about virtuous changes within ourselves.
May God Almighty grant us the opportunity to do so.
I will now mention some details about the mosque itself. Nearly, six or seven years ago, or rather eight
years ago, I laid the foundations, and now the mosque has been constructed. The covered area of the twostory mosque is 350 square meters and can hold 210 worshippers. The upper floor is for the men and the
lower floor is for women. There are facilities for ablution etc. The total cost of the construction was
approximately 560,000 Euros. The local members contributed a little over 200,000 Euros and the
remaining amount was given by the 100-Mosque Scheme. May God Almighty bless the wealth and
progeny of all those who sacrificed for this and with the construction of this mosque, may we fulfil the
rights of our worship more than before.
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Prayers for the Departed and their Families
Surely, we belong to Allah
and to Him we shall return
With great sorrow, Lajna Imaillah USA recently lost some beautiful pioneer members. May Allah bless
their souls with a high status in Paradise and console their families and friends. Ameen. Please find
below a few highlights about these blessed members.
Professor Shamim Akhter Azam
Ume Nasr, niece of the deceased, writes the following: Professor Shamim Akhtar Azam was born in
British India to devout Ahmadi parents Khwaja Mohammed Sharif and Raheem Bibi(may Allah be
pleased with them). She completed her higher education, B.A. (Honors) and M.A.(English) from the
University of Peshawar, Pakistan followed by Post-Graduate Diploma, Lead University (UK) and also a
short course in ESOL, Hawaii University, USA. She taught English Language and Literature for many
years at the College of Home Economics and Department of English, University of Peshawar. She was
strong, steadfast in her faith and faced a lot of opposition in her career as a student and as a professor. In
1974, her home was burnt down because she was Ahmadi. She bore this trial with patience and
perseverance.
She served Lajna Imaillah of Pakistan and America in different capacities. As Sadr of Lajna Imaillah
Peshawar, Pakistan from 1963, she met and worked with Hazrat Sayyeda Umme Mateen (ra), then
President, Lajna Imaillah Markazia (Central). She was appointed National Taleem (Education) Secretary
of Lajna Ima’illah USA (1991 - 2000). She served as National Lajna Secretary Isha’at (Publications) and
Lajna Regional Sadr for Southeast Region 1998 – 2004 as well as Sadr of Research Triangle, NC Lajna
(1995- 2002), Na’ib Sadr and Secretary Taleem (2002 – 2004).
During her time in Pakistan, she compiled the souvenir booklet, Lajna Speaks, a special publication during
the celebration of the Golden Jubilee of Lajna Ima’illah. While in the U.S., she prepared a short course
for learning to read and speak the Urdu language (a reader with a cassette) and served as Editor of Ayesha
magazine and Al-Maidah Magazine (1997 - 2000). She translated into English a book by Hazrat Masih
Maud (as), The Heavenly Sign, which was sent to National Sadr Lajna USA for revision by Wakilut Tasnif,
Rabwah, Pakistan as well as some parts of Malfoozat. She was a well-versed poet in Punjabi, Urdu &
English with a collection, Poems, published in 1980 in Pakistan. She presented a paper entitled “The Role
and Status of Women,” at a 1990 Interfaith Symposium in Winnipeg University, Canada which was also
published in The Review of Religions. She actively participated in all the programs of Lajna Imaillah USA
and conducted many Tarbiyyat classes and Tabligh symposia and organized Ijtemas at the ocal and
regional levels, both in Pakistan, Research Triangle, NC Lajna, and the majaalis of Southeast Region,
USA.
Gently and silently, she served her parents. She was ever loving, ever obedient and ever caring towards
her husband and family. He understood her love for Lajna work and never came in between; rather, he
would facilitate her in all her endeavors and travels. In this age, to bring up children and grandchildren
who are God-fearing, bonded with Khilafat and committed to Jamaat is one of the most complex and
challenging tasks, but they were amazing parents and grandparents in discharging their responsibilities.
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They were remarkable in their hospitality when my younger brother and I visited them- our first ever long
trip abroad without parents and we will always remain grateful for their special care. We can never forget
the joys of Jalsas USA and Canada which were possible, as they planned the trips for us. Aunty Jan was
very artistic. There were so many decorative pieces in the house that she had made by recycling discarded
material. She was very talented in stitching, knitting and crocheting. After marriage, she would always
bring precious gifts from her humble savings for all of her nieces and nephews whenever she visited us in
Pakistan.
As a young girl, I remember how fond she was of congregational prayers, and she would always ask me
to join her. Fridays were always very special for her. She would tidy every corner of the house for Friday
prayers and would cook very special dishes because it was Friday. Once she was going for Friday prayers
and her carriage hit a bicycle. The young boy riding the bicycle was injured. She immediately took the
boy to the hospital in her carriage. She was kind and generous to poor people. She would always visit and
write to Khulfa-e-Ahmadiyyat for advice. She was fortunate to receive personally hand-written and signed
letters from the Khulefa. Once, when one of her younger brothers became very ill, she wrote to Hadrat
Khalifa IV (may Allah be pleased with him) and requested advice on homeopathic medicine. Her brother
was amazingly cured, and his doctors were surprised with his speedy recovery. She had great fondness
and respect for the ladies of the family of the Promised Messiah (as) and once said to me, “They shower
so much love, one does not know how to reciprocate.”
th

Her life was a positive example for others to follow. May Allah grant her a high station in paradise amongst
his loved ones. Amen.

Shahida Muhaimin
Our dear sister, Shahida Muhaimin, aged 65, passed away October 10, 2019. She was born September 4,
1954 in Philadelphia to a Catholic household and accepted Islam in the early 1970s. She was the wife of
Saleem Muhaimin, originally of Philadelphia, who converted to Ahmadiyyat before Shahida. After seeing
the spiritual change in Saleem, she decided to accept Islam without hesitation after they had been married
for a year. She had vast working experience mostly in social work professions. She worked as a legal aide,
a counselor for domestic violence victims, a high school counselor, a counselor at a youth detention center,
and as a caseworker. She was clearly comfortable and capable in settings with young people.
Sister Ayesha Bashir, former Lajna Sadr of York, says of Shahida Muhaimin: "She will always be
remembered for her generosity, cleverness and humor. She and her young family left Philadelphia and
moved to York in the late 1970s. They moved so their son could be a student in The Nuruddin School,
which was the first Ahmadi accredited grade school in the United States. The winters were often extreme
and they lived on a farm, but nothing kept her from getting their son to school. She had a strong sense of
steadfastness in the face of many difficulties and challenges. These challenges were endured with patience
and, most often, cheerfulness. She could especially make others laugh and yet, was equally serious when
necessary. She loved to study our teachings and also loved telling others about its beauties. She could
make friends with anyone, and I never knew of anyone who didn’t like her. Shahida was a true friend and
trustworthy confidante. She took her household responsibilities as very important, keeping a spotless home
and serving wonderful meals and desserts. She was a loving wife and mother and grandmother."
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Yasin Sharif of York/Harrisburg Jamaat says: "She was always involved in Tabligh, teaching, and
counseling and had a very positive impact on the local Lajna and young girls coming up in our Jamaat.
She was truly one of the pioneers of our Jamaat along with the other sisters at the time who had a great
affection for each other and shared their experiences and love for Islam and Ahmadiyyat. She was a
spiritual and loving force with a deep connection to Allah. All of us that were blessed to experience her
love, humor, and hospitality are feeling a great loss at this time. Even during her difficult illness, she
showed perseverance, faith and love and was an example for all of us. There is much history of Sister
Shahida in the memories of many of us and articles and writings from her time with us."
Hajja Shakurah Nooriah
National Sadr Lajna, Dhiya Bakr Sahiba, writes: I am saddened to convey that Hajja Shakura Nooriah
Sahiba, one of our pioneer sisters from Washington D.C., has passed on to the next life this morning
during the time of Fajr Prayer (December 1, 2019). Inna lillahi wa Inna illahi rajioon.
Hajja Shakura Nooriah Sahiba was known for serving as local sadr for the DC Lajna majlis many years
ago. In addition, she had the distinction of serving as National Vice-President of Lajna Ima'illah USA
(1985-1991) under National Lajna Sadr Salma Ghani Sahiba and then again under National Sadr Lajna
Amtul Hakim Abdullah Sahiba and National Lajna Sadr Dr. Shanaz Butt Sahiba. Hajja Shakura Nooriah
Sahiba also served for many years as National Tabligh Secretary for Lajna Ima'illah USA. Please
remember her in your prayers and her dearest friend, Amatul Noor Nooshi Ahmad Sahiba, who remained
by her side until the end. May Allah receive dear Hajja Shakura Nooriah Sahiba well pleased with her
service to Ahmadiyyat and love for mankind.
Amatul Noor Ahmad Sahiba writes: Shakura Nooriah Sahiba was a teacher by profession and a scholar
by disposition. She had a lifelong love of learning which was apparent in her breadth of knowledge. I met
her in 1979 when she accepted Ahmadiyya Islam and I found her to be very sincere in her faith. She served
the Jamaat with devotion in various capacities: as local sadr for the DC Lajna for many years. In addition,
she had the distinction of serving as National Vice-President of Lajna Ima'illah USA (1985-1991) and also
served for many years as National Tabligh Secretary for Lajna Ima'illah USA.
I know of no Ahmadi lady who served so tirelessly on the Jamaat Public Relations Team to raise awareness
and action about the persecution of Ahmadis. She was passionate about tabligh and availed any
opportunity to share the message of the Promised Messiah (as). She was a deeply prayerful person with a
deep love for the Holy Quran. I would regularly observe her immersed in careful study of the Holy Book—
several different commentaries open and she would be taking notes. Shakura Nooriah Sahiba had an
exemplary attachment to khilafat. She took any instruction of khalifa-e waqt very seriously. Soon after
she became Ahmadi, Jamaat USA received a strongly-worded letter from Hazrat Khalifatul Masih III (ra)
regarding purdah and its importance. It was at this time that she decided to observe full Islamic purdah
and adhered to it faithfully and proudly all her life.
In her personal life she was a neat, tidy person of refined taste and habits. She was a devoted servant of
faith, a role-model, mentor and friend who will be missed greatly. She bore her illness of eight years with
the patience of a true momina. Special thanks to those Lajna who visited her and cared for her during this
time.
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Lajna Ima’illah USA Sadr and National Aamilah 2019-2020
National Office

Name

Region/Jama’at

Sadr Lajna Ima’iIllah USA

Dhiya Tahira Bakr

Upper West Mid-West Region/
IL-Zion

Naib Sadr I
(Wassiyyat enrollment)

Mahmooda Rehman

South East Region/
Georgia/South Carolina

Naib Sadr II
(In-charge IT and Waqifate Nau)

Mabroor Jattala

South West Region/
CA-LA Inland

Naib Sadr III
(Urdu-English Translations)

Hajja Dr. Aziza Rahman

South West Region/
CA-LA East

Naib Sadr IV
(Logistics for Jalsa Salana,
Lajna Mentoring
Conference, and other
activities)

Amatul Hai Ahmad

Central North Region/
MD-Potomac

General Secretary

Sabahat Ali

Upper West Mid-West Region/
WI-Milwaukee

Assistant General Secretary

Sahar Choudhary

Central South Region/
VA-Central

Secretary Taleem

Hajja Dr. Amtul Rehman
Ahmad

South West Region/
AZ-Phoenix

Secretary Tarbiyyat

Zuna Ahmad

Central North Region/
MD-Silver Spring

Secretary Tabligh

Dr. Amatul Quddus AyazShams

West Midwest Region/
IL-Chicago Southwest

Secretary Khidmat-e-Khalq

Cassandra Sayles Shafeek

South East Region/
FL-Orlando

Secretary Tarbiyyat
Nau Mubaiyyat

Laeeqa Mirza

East Mid-West Region/
OH-Columbus

Secretary Nasirat

Nurjamilah Bahri

South East Region/
Georgia/South Carolina

Secretary Umoore Talibaat

Dr. Wajeeha Malik

Central North Region/
MD-Silver Spring

Secretary Tajnid

Sadeeka Kukoyi

Central North Region/
MD-Baltimore
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Secretary Maal

Najmi Azam

South East Region/
NC-Research Triangle

Secretary Muhasiba Maal

Nakasha Ahmad

Mid North East Region/
NJ-Central

Secretary Tehrik-e-Jadid

Rehana Wali Smith

South Mid-West Region/
MO-St. Louis

Secretary Waqf-e-Jadid

Samantha Issam

West Midwest Region/
IL-Chicago Northwest

Secretary Isha’at

Ruqaiya Asad

Central North Region/
MD-Potomac

Secretary San’at wa
Dastkari

Samina Noor

West Midwest Region/
IL-Chicago South West

Secretary Sihat Jismani

Hajja Dr. Khadijat Ogunbiyi

South Region/
TX-Cypress

Secretary Ziafat

Aziza Rana

Central North Region/
MD-Laurel

Muavina Sadr
(In-charge Office)

Noor Bhatti

South East Region/
FL-Miami

Muavina Sadr
(In-charge Public Affairs)

Shazia Sohail

North West Region/
CA-Silicon Valley

Muavina Sadr
(In-charge Media Watch)

Shahina Bashir

Central North Region/
MD-Potomac

Muavina Sadr
(In-charge Lajna Hall)

Hajja Mubarika Shah

Central South Region/
VA-Central

Honorary Member

Hajja Nycemah Yaqub

Upper West Mid-West Region/
WI-Milwaukee

Honorary Member

Amatul Musawir Ahmad

South Mid-West Region/
OH-Tulsa

Honorary Member

Saliha Malik

Upstate North East Region/
MA-Boston
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Taleem Matters
This Quarter, Lajna Learned about Certainty of Faith through worship.
12 verses from the Holy Quran were selected to be added to this quarter.
Lajna learned how to identify the direct Commandments of Allah the Exalted, from the given verses.
They also identified attributes of Allah from these verses. The topic was divided into:
Who is worthy of worship?
Worship as the Purpose of Man’s life?
Methods of worship
Focus was placed on the essence of worship. Verses of the Holy Quran describing Salat with methods of
performing Wudu or Tayammum and fasting with exemptions from fasting were explored.
This quarter, Lajna held an activity based on discussion regarding worship in young age and how it
differs with worship in old age, considering a different set of responsibilities on women in these two age
periods. An activity on performing Wudu and Tayammum during the Lajna meeting was held.
Tarteel Rules were also learned in Lajna meetings.
Three Arabic Grammar rules were discussed in meetings.
3 Ahadith about worship were included and Malfoozat associated with these Ahadith.
Philosophy of the teachings of Islam was read with focus on worship as man’s purpose of life.
A Quranic prayer for the Quarter was learned and Salat with translation was reminded.
Be ready to learn the funeral prayer and do the activity on bathing and wrapping a deceased sister in a
shroud.
Taleem Secretary Forum: This is a chat group on WhatsApp for all Taleem secretaries. Please send a
text to your Taleem secretary today to be included in the group where the Taleem Syllabus is explained
every month and your questions are answered before you discuss them in your Lajna meetings. This will
help you prepare for the year end Taleem test as well Insha’Allah.

Seeratunnabi Jalsa
Topic: The Prophet Muhammad (SAW), A Source of Mercy for Mankind.
Sura Al-Anbiyaa verse 108
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For Questions please e mail taleem@lajnausa.net or text only on my phone number in the workbook.
JazakAllah.
Report prepared by Dr. Amtul Rehman Ahmad, Secretary Taleem

First Holy Qur’an Translation Test
Dear Readers, Assalamo Alaikum —
It has come to our attention that the information printed in the previous issue of Lajna Matters
regarding the Holy Qur’an test results was incorrect. We apologize for this oversight to the Taleem
department and any majaalis whose information was incorrect. We have been able to obtain the
correct report. Please find the information regarding the 2018 Holy Qur’an test below.

Results and Analysis Presented at LMC 2019
At the 2018 Lajna Mentoring Conference, the National Secretary Taleem announced that the Taleem
department would be initiating a split-word translation test of the Holy Qur’an as resources were now
available on the Lajna website in English and Urdu. Lajna members were encouraged to learn the
translation of the Holy Qur’an. The test would be scheduled in the Fall, for the first half of Part 1, to
evaluate members’ learning levels.
The test was held in October/November, 2018. Some highlights of the test, including the number of
participants, were as follows:
•
•
•
•
•

The test was for Surah Al-Fatihah and the first half of Part 1, Surah Al-Baqarah verses 1-79.
The test was organized to check the split word, part of a verse, and complete verse translation.
The test was conducted under exam conditions, both in English and Urdu.
More than 720 members registered for the test, Urdu 524, English 197.
The final number of participants was 425: Urdu 368, English 57.

How the Test Was Evaluated:
•

Split word translation was compared with ‘Difficult Words of the Holy Qur’an’ but close meanings
were accepted.
• For part of the verse and complete verse, Jama’at translations were used. If a word translation was
correct but the sentence meaning was different than the actual, then partial points were given.
• Top achievers were in two groups, 95+ and 85+. It was planned that they would receive certificates
at the Regional/National Ijtemas.
Note: Award certificates were planned for high achievers. We apologize that, due to unavoidable
circumstances, the score data for individuals was lost during transition in the office, and we could not
award certificates. May Allah bless the participants, increase their knowledge and reward those who
worked hard to acquire this treasure to please Allah.
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Holy Qur’an Translation Test 2018 Participants by Majalis List
Total English and Urdu participants 425
# Registered

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
1
0
1
1
1
2
1
3
1
4
1
5
1
6
1
7
1
8
1
9
2
0
2
1
2
2
2
3

Majlis
AZ-Phoenix
AZ-Tucson
CA-Bay Point
CA-LA East
CA-LA Inland Empire
CA-LA Riverside
CA-San Diego
CA-Silicon Valley
CT-Hartford
FL-Miami

# Participated

Tajnid
English Urdu English Urdu
30
1
3
1
1
48
1
1
1
1
85
10
10
0
9
126
1
3
1
3
102
7
7
4
6
123
3
3
0
7
26
1
1
0
1
170
5
6
2
5
88
13
10
0
6
86

5

25

0

13

GA/SC

160

1

32

0

20

IL - Chicago South West

117

1

6

8

1

1

0

1

IL- Chicago North West

140

2

10

1

5

IL-Chicago East

117

1

6

0

6

IL-Zion

60

8

5

4

3

Iowa

10

1

5

0

6

Kansas

28

1

5

0

4

LA-New Orleans

22

2

5

0

5

8

20

5

11

IL- Bloomington

MD-Baltimore
MD-Laurel

110

5

15

0

12

MD-Potomac

132

8

7

1

4

MD-Silver Spring

214

8

30

2
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2
4
2
5
2
6
2
7
2
8
2
9
3
0
3
1
3
2
3
3
3
4
3
5
3
6
3
7
3
8
3
9
4
0
4
1
4
2
4
3
4
4
4
5

MI-Detroit

15

126

1

16

1

14

MN-Minnesota

32

3

4

NC-Charlotte

44

4

6

3

6

NJ-Central

172

2

6

0

4

NJ-North

154

4

9

2

7

NJ-Willingboro

157

1

11

1

9

NV-Las Vegas

40

1

9

0

5

NY-Binghamton

33

2

2

NY-Brooklyn/SI

170

25

35

10

13

NY-Long Island

120

1

13

0

12

NY-Middletown

34

1

8

NY-Middletown

34

1

9

0

6

230

2

16

1

14

NY-Rochester

47

3

11

1

6

OH-Cleveland

56

1

10

1

8

OH-Columbus

53

2

2

1

2

OR-Portland

49

1

1

1

2

TX-Cypress Houston

83

5

4

3

3

180

4

16

0

11

TX-Fort Worth

54

2

7

1

5

TX-Houston South

52

10

10

1

5

240

2

16

1

13

NY-Queens

TX-Dallas

VA-Central
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4
6
4
7
4
8
4
9
5
0
5
1
5
2

VA-North

140

10

10

4

9

VA-South

287

10

50

0

31

WA-Seattle

120

2

7

1

6

Washington DC

66

2

8

1

5

WI-Oshkosh

36

1

12

0

12

1

3

0
57

2
368

York/Harrisburg
Research Triangle
Total

4811

197

Report prepared by Mubarika Shah, Former Secretary Taleem
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Tarbiyyat Matters
Salat, An Attribute of True Believers
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih s recent European tour included the inauguration of several mosques. In his
Friday sermons during this period, Huzoor repeatedly reiterated that the real meaning behind building
mosques is strengthening worshippers in their attachment to and observance of Salat.
aba’

Some points from Huzoor’s Friday Sermon of October 25th, 2019 -Attributes of True Believers from
Mahdi Abad:
•

•
•

•
•
•

•

We have pledged allegiance to the Promised Messiah in order to improve our spiritual and moral
state. Hence, our mosques must draw attention towards this fact. We must make a concerted effort
to offer Salat in a committed and dedicated manner and attain the highest standard of worship.
True believers do not become self-absorbed and materialistic when they attain peace and
prosperity after a period of difficulty.
God has declared that when His servant takes a step towards Him, He, in turn, takes two steps, and
when His servant walks towards Him, He comes running. So, true Salat brings about a true spiritual
and moral transformation.
We must be mindful that our worldly commitments do not distract us or lower our commitment
and quality of Salat.
The Holy Prophet said that the difference between faith and disbelief is the abandoning of Salat.
Only dedication to Salat will distinguish between belief and disbelief.
After an initial period of effort, God grants a person spiritual guidance, so he does not need to
struggle to offer Salat. For such a guided person, Salat becomes sustenance for his soul and leads
to his spiritual progress.
The Promised Messiah states that it is not possible to put into words the pleasure a person feels,
who truly offers the prayer… prayer is the root and ladder of every advancement and Salat is the
ladder through which a believer can find God.
as

saw

as

Lajna Ima’illah USA conducts an annual Personal Tarbiyyat Goals Survey to ascertain Lajna members’
level of practice. The first question of this survey pertained to observance of Salat. The most current
survey reflects that:
•

3654 out of the 3970 Lajna who responded to the survey reported they offer Salat daily, roughly
92%. However only 2488 (62%) Lajna report offering the 5 obligatory prayers regularly.

So, wherever we may be in our observance of Salat--let’s strive to improve our worship, so we may bear
witness to the noble example of our beloved Holy Prophet and his ardent and true devotee, the Promised
Messiah . Insh’Allah. May God Almighty enable us to reform our conditions and to not only establish
prayer, but to raise its standards. Ameen.
saw

as
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Overall Participation in Tarbiyyat Goals Survey:
Majalis with 80% participation or higher
Small
AZ- Phoenix
CA- San Diego
MN- Minnesota
NY- Binghampton
WI- Oshkosh
VA- Central
VA- North
VA- South

Medium
NC- Research Triangle
NY- Buffalo

Report prepared by Zuna Ahmad, Secretary Tarbiyyat

Large
CA- LA East
GA/SC
MD- Baltimore
MD- Laurel
NY- Queens
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Tabligh Matters
MD-Laurel:
• During the month of Ramadan, eight female guests from the Hindu, Sunni Muslim, and Christian
faiths attended a special Iftar dinner at Baitul Rahman Mosque. All of the guests listened to Darsul
Qur’an delivered by Maulana Azhar Hanif Sahib and observed the congregational prayer.
• Lajna also hold monthly Coffee, Cake, and True Islam events at the Laurel Library to distribute
Jama’at literature in order to spread the message of True Islam.
PA-York/Harrisburg:
• Lajna participated in the 15th Annual Race Against Racism held by the YWCA Greater
Harrisburg. Lajna was a sponsor and also packaged the bags for the runners, joined in the race,
and set up a booth about the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community. Flyers were handed out to all of the
attendees. Alhumdolillah, it was a great success with over 600 people in attendance.
• An interfaith event was held at Hadee Masjid on "Commonwealth Interfaith Service: Prayers for
Justice and Peace." All peaceful religions were welcomed to speak and observe prayers, and six
different faiths presented at the service.
NY-Brooklyn/SI:
• Lajna invited their friends from different faiths to Iftar dinners at the mosque and in their homes
during the month of Ramadan.
• Ten non-Ahmadi Muslim ladies came to the mosque regularly during the month of Ramadan to
open their fast and perform salat in congregation. Alhumdolillah.
VA-South
• Lajna attended a seminar on “Poverty and Islam” as part of the Islam Awareness Week organized
by the Muslim Students Association at Mary Washington University. The local Tabligh Secretary
had a discussion with various ladies on topics relating to our Muslim community.
VA-Central:
• In support of the nationwide Open Mosque initiative, Central Virginia Jamaat co-hosted an Iftar
with the Northern Virginia Jama’at. The program included a brief background on fasting and
Ramadan, plus a Q&A session moderated by Regional Qaid, Harris Raja Sahib. Some examples
of questions asked by the guests included questions about Islamophobia, the difference between
Ahmadis and other Muslims, Ramadan, and Jihad. A total of eighty guests attended, and a book
stall was arranged to distribute literature to the guests.
MD-Baltimore:
• Approximately twenty members of Lajna Ima’illah Baltimore, in collaboration with the Jewish
women of Temple Oheb Shalom, held a "Faith, Food & Family" themed Interfaith evening at
the house of one of the Jewish ladies in Pikesville, Maryland.
• Lajna welcomed non-Ahmadi guests for an Interfaith iftar dinner at Baitus Samad Mosque,
Baltimore. These guests included 16 women who belonged to St. Matthews Church headed by
their pastor Father Joe, members of Episcopal Education for Ministry group and members from
the Sisterhood of Salam Shalom group.
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CT-Hartford:
• By the Grace of Allah Almighty, Lajna Hartford participated in a Jamaat Iftar dinner. Eight women
attended the event. Lajna had an opportunity to chat with their guests during Iftar and distributed
the book, Philosophy of the Teachings of Islam.
• Lajna members were also interviewed by two local news channels.
MD-Silver Spring:
• Lajna held a special interfaith Iftar with 40 guests in attendance. Gift bags were handed out to each
guest which included the following items: Salat study, what is Ramadan printout, Review of
Religions magazine, Hadith bookmark, and honey sticks and dates.
• The local Secretary Tabligh met with the members of the Montgomery County "Racial Equity
and Social Justice Community Engagement Campaign" and spoke specifically about social
issues relating to Muslims. The report will be brought to the attention of lawmakers in Montgomery
County, in order to make necessary changes in schools and other public places.
Report prepared by Dr. Amatul Quddus Ayaz-Shams, Secretary Tabligh
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Khidmat-e-Khalq Matters
MD-Laurel:
•

Hosting during Ramadhan: Laurel Lajna was blessed to serve during the 2nd ten days of
Ramadhan. Alhumdolillah we had the opportunity to set up, serve, and clean up for the iftar and
dinner. In addition, we had the blessing of listening to Darsul Qur'an and offer Taraveeh.

MN- Minnesota:
•

Lajna and Nasirat participated in a local food drive initiated by secretary Khidmate Khalq as a
special initiative for the quarter.. An itemized list was distributed to the members, a few times via
emails, throughout the quarter. By the sheer Grace of Allah, the Almighty, 189 pounds of nonperishable food items were collected and donated to Hope 4 Youth, a local charitable organization.

NY-Brooklyn/Staten Island:
•

•

•

One member volunteered in a Title 1 school every week for 4 hours. Two members volunteered in
school for eye exams, the book fair and lunch time and 2 hours in a month for general help.
Donations were given as follows: 13 bags of clothes and 2 bags of shoes to St. Mary's Church, $25
to Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, $50 to NY Public Library to support English Education,
$1500 for Maryam Shaadi fund; a machine was bought for a woman in Rabwah worth 5000
rupees, 50,000 rupees was sent to Baitul Tawheed, Lahore for Lajna Office carpet, $1000 to an
Ahmadi family whose member is suffering from liver disease.
Many members came to the aid of a local Jama’at family in need of help and moral support
following an accident that injured their 8-month-old child. The Lajna provided remarkable help
and support, and many prayers for the family and child in need.
Lajna and Nasirat members collected toiletries, non-perishable food and new clothes and donated
everything to the Brooklyn Veterans Hospital on Veteran's Day.

VA-Virginia Central:
•

•

On May 23rd, 2019, the Virginia Central Sadr and Tabligh Secretary were invited to an award
ceremony by the Neighborhood and Community Services of Fairfax County at the James Lee
Community Center in Falls Church, Virginia. Virginia Central Tabligh Secretary accepted the
award on behalf of Mubarak Mosque for the service efforts of the Lajna. Alhamdulillah, this was
a very happy occasion for us as we heard the name of Mubarak Mosque being recognized in a
gathering of over 200 representatives from faith, legal, mental health and educational organizations
and institutions from the county. It was beautiful to see a group of representatives from a mosque,
interfaith groups, and other local organizations working together to accept their awards on stage
with a huge standing ovation. We are grateful to Allah for this honor and recognition for our
Mubarak Mosque through the efforts of CVA Lajna. May Allah continue to help us serve the
community Insha’Allah. Ameen.
During the blessed month of Ramadhan, Virginia Central Talibaat were encouraged to donate nonperishable items. On June 3, 2019, 83 lbs. of food items were donated to Western Fairfax Christian
Ministries Food Pantry. May Allah Tala accept their humble donations and sacrifices. Ameen.

MD-Baltimore:
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•

Baltimore Lajna members helped to pack almost 11,000 ready-made oatmeal packages for Harvest
Pack, which will be given to the Maryland Food Bank
Baltimore Lajna members have also been providing support for local Jama’at /Lajna members, as
follows:
o Preparing and providing meals for a father and son from Liberia who are currently residing
in the US for medical treatment.
o Visiting two Lajna members who are elderly and ill, and providing them company,
emotional support as well as other care-taking support.
National Lajna Khidmat-e-Khalq Secretary visited Baltimore Lajna at Baitus Samad Mosque. She
discussed the value and importance of Khidmat-e-Khalq, and made personal visits to homes of our
elderly and sick Lajna members, inquiring about their health and passing on advice to improve
their well- being.

CA-Silicon Valley:
•

•

7 Silicon Valley Lajna members teamed up across the North Bay Area to cook and serve dinner to
the homeless at Sunrise Village Center. The menu consisted of lightly marinated chicken
drumsticks, seasoned potatoes, steamed vegetables, salad with a roll, and fresh cut fruit.
Alhumdolillah 35 plates were served and the team scheduled the next date for July 10th. The age
range of volunteers varied across generations and instilled teamwork and strengthened the sisterly
bond that came with the coordinated effort.
Second Harvest Food Barrels: April through July, Silicon Valley took on an ambitious goal of
filling 2 barrels of non-perishable food that roughly weighed up to 150 lbs. per barrel. Second
Harvest for Silicon Valley has addressed the rise of poverty and hunger, and with our Lajna’s 300
lbs of food, we played a humble part in reducing hunger for children, seniors, rural, African
American, and Latino communities in the Bay Area. Age and size did not matter as all members
rose up to the challenge to fill the barrels to the brim.

MD-Silver Spring:
•

•

•

By the grace of Allah, Silver Spring Lajna members donate a fried chicken dinner each month to
Grassroots Crisis center. Fifty women and children in need were served dinner each month. During
the month of Ramadhan, dinner was donated four times; once each week.
Three Lajna members from Silver Spring taught two High school classes (around 20 students per
class) about Islam. The teacher has asked us to do this again for teachers during the summer,
Insh’Allah this has created a wonderful opportunity
Every year on the 4th of July we have Burtonsville Parade held in the Silver Spring neighborhood.
Tabligh is done and love for the country as part of our faith is shown through our participation.
Food was provided to guests along with a Mehndi stall.

Report prepared by Cassandra Shafeek, Secretary Khidmat-e-Khalq
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Media Watch Matters
More than a hundred years ago, the Promised Messiah, Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (a.s.) stated that the
jihad to be waged in this age is that of the pen, meaning that Islam will be defended through writings and
discourse. Lajna members from across the country have taken up the pen or keyboard to write
uplifting articles on Islam and social issues.

Articles Published
July
As the American flags swayed in the front yards of our neighborhoods in celebration of Independence
Day, our writers came forward to let America know that being Muslim and being loyal to this country are
not diametrically opposed. The Holy Prophet Muhammad said: “Loyalty to one’s country of residence
is part of faith.”
saw

In response to President Trump’s racist tweets against four Congresswomen, Rabeea Rahman of Orlando,
Florida wrote and published her letter, “From a Muslim-American Patriot” in the Orlando Sentinel.
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/opinion/letters/os-op-letters-aldrin-moon-201907194aacyp23nzamffobfrp2hl5meq-story.html

August
As we prepared to celebrate Eid-ul-Adha many of our talented writers came forward to express their
thoughts on the meaning behind Eid-ul-Adha. Here are a couple of articles that were published.
Meheen Piracha of Central Virginia published her article on the blog site Patheos. Her article is titled,
“True Meaning behind Eid-ul-Adha”.
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/allmuslim/2019/08/the-true-meaning-behind-eid-al-adha/

Farah Latif from Northern Virginia had her letter on Eid published in the Alexandria Gazette. The title of
her article is, “Instilling the Virtue of Sacrifice”.
http://www.alexandriagazette.com/news/2019/aug/14/opinion-letter-editor-instilling-virtuesacrifice/?fbclid=IwAR3ypWhIlZoUwJnDkzuYccmH-dxR9HQCW--BcPNM94zSOWNd9T2HgB4zV4E

The month of August witnessed another mass shooting. This time the location was a Walmart store in El
Paso, Texas which resulted in the death of 22 people and 24 injured. Our regular writer, Saira Bhatti of
Central Virginia, expressed her anguish with regards to gun violence and published her letter titled, “Tired
but not defeated” in the Centre View newspaper.
http://www.centre-view.com/news/2019/aug/06/opinion-letter-editor-tired-not-defeated/
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September
Huma Munir of Miami, Florida wrote an Op-Ed in which she expressed her views that the terrorists who
attacked the Twin Towers in New York on September 11, 2001 tarnished the name of Islam. Her article
was published in the Orlando Sentinel.
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/opinion/guest-commentary/os-op-muslim-911-anniversary-20190911ido7pt3eybekhb7fddbg23thau-story.html

Another letter to the editor on the anniversary of 9/11 was written by Khalida Jamilah of Los Angeles
West. The letter was published on the Herald Publications website.
http://www.heraldpublications.com/herald/sites/default/files/publications/pdffiles/SB_Cities_091219_FNL_lorez.pdf

If you are interested in becoming a member of Lajna Media Watch please send an email to
mediawatch@lajnausa.net. Follow us on Twitter @lajnamediausa.
Report prepared by Shahina Bashir, Muavina Sadr In-Charge Media Watch.
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Nasirat Matters
In this issue, we are highlighting various Nasirat activities from around the USA including Regional
Ijtemas, Taleem and Tarbiyyat matters, Handicrafts, Tabligh, Khidmat-e-Khalq, sports, and group outings.
May Allah strengthen our faith and sisterhood and may these activities serve as a source of inspiration for
all Nasirat around the United States. Ameen.
VA-Central:
Nasirat participated in:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Discussions on the Friday Sermon
Writing letters to Hazoor (aba)
Discussions on Etiquette Associated with The Holy Quran
Presentation on the Holy Prophet (SAW): A Mercy for Mankind
Tahir Academy midterm exam
Jamaat General Meeting
Virginia Central Nasirat helped with putting away chairs and cleaning up after Tahir Academy.
Mashallah 4 Nasirat had articles published in the Al-Hilal magazine

VA-North:
Nasirat Regional Camp:
• Held on September 1st-2nd, 2019
• Attendance: 20 Nasirat
• The Nasirat enjoyed various

educational and
presentations, workshops, sports, and other activities.

fun

Tahir Academy/Nasirat Class:
• Held on September 2 , 2019
The first day of the Regional Camp began with Tahir Academy and Nasirat class. The Nasirat
worked on covering their syllabus.
nd

•

Nasirat Zoom Class:
• Held on September 13th, 2019
• Attendance: 8 Nasirat
• An online Zoom class was held to cover the Tarbiyat topic: Stages

of Salat and Iqamatus Salah. A PowerPoint presentation was prepared
and shared in an interactive way. This was followed by a revision of
a section of the Nasirat syllabus for this month.
Nasirat attended classes to prepare for the upcoming Regional Ijtema.
Tarana practice was held, as well as preparation for the creation of the
banner.
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LA-East:
• Beautification of Masjid Masroor in

Pico Rivera
• Huntington Beach Cleaning
• Craig Park Cleaning
• Held a Games and Fun Day to
strengthen bonds of love and raise funds
for the Zion Mosque
• $400 was raised during June
• $1000 was collected for Eid Fund and
sent to National
• Seven Nasirat sent articles to Al-Hilal
for publication.

TX-Austin:
Nasirat:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Taught and mentored the junior students during a Tahir Academy class.
Learned basic knitting at an introductory knitting class.
Volunteered at the Lajna Austin booth at the Texas Book Festival 2019.
Participated in a cooking class to learn how to make pasta.
Attended a Tarbiyyat Camp hosted by Austin Jamaat about the harms of celebrating Halloween;
won the Jeopardy match held between Atfal and Nasirat at the camp
Participated in the 5k Walk Run 2019 hosted by Lajna Austin. Older Nasirat who finished the 5k
walk run received beautiful glass water bottles with the Lajna Imaillah logo.
Wrote and submitted articles on the theme “Love Thy Neighbors” for Al-Hilal.

MI-Kansas:
•

•

Three Nasirat attended the Semi-Regional Ijtema. They participated in poem and poster
presentations. Their topics were "Certainty of Faith" and "No Nasirat Left behind." Girls
thoroughly enjoyed participating in decorating fabric bags with various embellishments.
Nasirat joined their first Spiritual Fitness Camp this summer. They participated in interactive
discussions with Murabi Sahib on the topics of God, Technology and Racism. After lunch and
Zuhr prayer, girls actively took part in Waqar-e-Amal and indoor games. The session concluded
with Asr prayer and Q/A with Murabi Sahib.

MD-Baltimore:
•

The Baltimore Nasirat Secretary began a project where the Nasirat brought in shoe boxes,
decorated them and then filled the boxes with hygiene products for women. These boxes were then
donated to the "My Sisters Place" homeless shelter in Baltimore. They were so pleased to receive
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this gift from our Nasirat. Alhumdolillah, Baltimore Lajna and Nasirat have an ongoing
relationship with this shelter, and continue to donate coats, food, and other items to them.

CT-Hartford:
•

•
•

Nasirat Activities during classes: Alhumdolillah, our Nasirat were busy attending weekly Tahir
Academy classes and writing letters to our beloved Huzoor (aba). During their classes, Nasirat
enjoyed various cooking and craft activities including making bracelets, no-bake cheesecake
desserts, chocolate-covered strawberries, and cupcake decorating.
In June, Nasirat also attended regional Waqfe Nau Ijtema in Boston and Ijtema in Albany.
Another important event was the Nasirat Ijtema. Nasirat took part in Quran recitation, Quran
memorization, speech and poem competitions. During this event, Nasirat also held a
fundraiser selling ice cream with different toppings. A portion of the proceeds went to
the Khidmate-e-Khalq fund.

MD-Silver Spring:
Silver Spring Nasirat participated in the camp held in New Jersey. They also enjoyed the
Harpers Ferry tour as well. The Nasirat of Silver Spring made wonderful posters and
projects for Khilafat Day held at Bait ur Rehman. The creativity and effort put into each
project and poster showed love for Khilafat.

Report prepared by Nurjamilah Bahri, Secretary Nasirat
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Public Affairs Matters
VA-North:
• Northern Virginia Public Affairs Department began the new year by sending every female Public
Affairs official of our region a greeting card introducing the local Lajna along with the one-pager,
highlighting our achievements and mission.
• Lajna contacted the Chairperson of The Loudoun Board of Supervisors, Phyliss Randall and
Supervisor Umstattd and planned to collaborate on food and coat drives during the year.
• We also met with three female members of the School Board and talked about the challenges our
young children are currently facing in school. They invited us to join the advisory committee
meeting for minority affairs, in which we attended and participated.
• We met with the Mayor of Leesburg who has become a very good friend of Northern Virginia
Lajna. She introduced us to the Diversity Commission of Leesburg. We were invited to attend their
meetings and give our input on the issues regarding the Muslim population of Leesburg.
PA-Harrisburg:
• One of our local Lajna worked on passing legislation that will make Eid-al-Fitr and Eid-al-Adha
state observed holidays. May Allah bring fruit to this endeavor (Ameen).
VA-South:
• Lajna Public Affairs Department of Virginia South Majlis extended

an invitation to Delegate Hala Ayala of D- 51 District of Virginia, for
a tour of their newly inaugurated Masroor Mosque. The Delegate
accepted the invitation and took a tour of the Mosque after Friday
prayers. She also took the opportunity of offering her condolences on
the tragic shooting incident in the New Zealand Mosque killing 51
people.
st

She and her legislative assistant, Lucy, were given a very warm
welcome by the Lajna Public Affairs team members. They were given
a tour of the Masroor Mosque, were shown the Public Affairs Corner
and given an introduction to our Jamaat. We talked about the active
role played by the Ahmadiyya Muslim Women’s Auxiliary (AMWA)
of Virginia South Lajna in performing community service, donating
money and food items to various organizations, volunteering in title 1
schools, adopting highways, planting trees, donating winter coats and
blankets to the poor and needy and much more.
Delegate Hala Ayala was extremely happy to be with AMWA members and felt very much at home. She
listened attentively to all the information and promised to attend our future events. The guests were served
refreshments and given gift bags with Jamaat books and flyers.
Lajna Public Affairs Department of Virginia South invited the following guests to the Seerat un Nabi Day
which was held at Masroor Mosque:
• Selonia B. Miles, Councilwoman of Dumfries
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Dr. Kimberly Orozco, author and Professor of Criminal Justice at a local University
Mrs. Shairoon Hakh, assistant teacher at Porter Traditional School
Reverend Charlotte from Bull Run Unitarian Universalist Church Manassas

Lunch was served at the conclusion of the event. The guests were all presented with gift bags of Jamaat
books and flyers. All the guests enjoyed the program and complimented the Pakistani food, our beautiful
mosque and our hospitality. It was indeed a very successful event!
WA-Seattle:
According to the respondents to our Public Affairs survey, 90% of our Lajna
support recycling at Baitul Ehsaan Mosque in Seattle. We embarked on a yearlong
collection of bread bags for recycling so the proceeds can be used to buy
wheelchairs for those in need.
Our local PA secretary joined the environmental lobbying day in Olympia, WA.
The small group meetings with officials included an opportunity to speak to the
State Speaker of the House, Representative Frank Chopp. Aisha Sial told him her
two sons have battled lymphoma and told Rep. Chopp that reducing pollution will
help reduce the risk of cancer for all of us. Workshops included learning about the
struggle for clean water and discussion on this question: how will clean water make
a difference in our world?

NY-Brooklyn/Staten Island:
A Lajna member attended a gathering at Brooklyn
Historical Society where a Yemini Muslim, Dr.
Debbie Almontaser talked about her new book,
“Leading While Muslim:The Experiences of
American Muslim school Principals After
9/11”, with a panel discussion of post-9/11
Islamophobia and its impact on American Muslim
leaders as seen through the lens of Muslim public
school principals. She presented a case study of four
American Muslim principals from different states.
During the panel discussion, one of the panelists was
asked to give an opinion on the future of Muslim
youth in the U.S. and worldwide. In response to this question, the panelist replied that he could see a very
bright future because he had seen Muslim youth participating actively in civic and charitable acts on social
media, and, in particular, he mentioned videos of Muslim youth cleaning roads. The Lajna member
attending raised her hand and told the whole audience that those young men belong to Ahmadiyya Muslim
Community and this is our tradition to show our loyalty to our nation.
Black History Month Activities:
• Four Lajna members attended a meeting at Weeksville Heritage Society, to commemorate Black
History month. They participated in many activities and learned about the history of the African
American people in the United States.
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One Lajna member attended a “faith-based clergies and communities” breakfast and a walkthrough history. After the remarks and presentations on the Freedom Lots Project, Reforming
Juvenile Justice and Census 2020, a guided tour was arranged of Weeksville, where three houses
and a museum have been preserved since the 1850’s. Our Lajna members shared the Islamic views
and teachings of the Holy Prophet (saw) on equal rights.

Volunteer Work:
Two Lajna members volunteered for four hours in Assemblyman Willian Colton’s office. Ms. Nino and
Ms. Sarah from the Assemblyman’s office contacted Lajna to offer assistance with administrative tasks.
Awards to Volunteers for the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community During Women’s History Month
Three Lajna members were awarded a total of six certificates for their volunteer work for the Ahmadiyya
Muslim Community from New York State and New York City. These certificates were awarded during a
celebration for Women’s History Month in the Assemblyman’s district office and United Progressive
Democratic Club.

MD-Baltimore:
• Five Lajna members attended a general meeting for Sisters of Salaam Shalom (SOSS). Lajna
members have enjoyed a relationship with this group for several years, and, during the meeting, a
lively conversation was held on the similarities and differences between Judaism and Islam.
• The Baltimore Lajna Public Affairs Secretary attended the annual Day on the Hill event in
Washington DC. This year's focus was to raise awareness about the treatment of Uyghur Muslims
in China and how they have been kept in containment and mistreated for being Muslim. The PA
Secretary visited her Maryland Congresswomen to discuss the ongoing mistreatment of the
Uyghur community and to share materials about the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, including a
copy of Hazoor book, a Message of Peace.
aba's

Lajna Matters – June 2020

31

GA-Atlanta:
•

•

•
•
•

•

Muavina Sadr PA reached out to Georgia Representative, Brenda Lopez (District 99- Mosque
area), to see if she could help in securing a spot at the Georgia State Capitol to hold a “Muslims
For Life” blood drive.
Our mosque is located in Gwinnett county. Gwinnett county celebrated 200 years in 2018.
Gwinnett county conducted a Story Vault project where people who have a connection with
Gwinnett county record interviews. A compilation of these interviews is posted on a special
website. Lajna took the opportunity of introducing the Jammat, and especially Lajna Georgia,
through this project. The recording occurred in late 2018, but our segment was made available to
the public in 2019.
https://www.gwinnettcounty.com/static/about_gwinnett/gcb2017/storyvault.html#top

We worked on creating a brochure about Lajna Georgia to be used for meetings with elected
officials and other civic organizations as a tool for introducing Lajna and its objectives.
Muavina Sadr PA along with three other lajna attended an event with the theme Women as Peace
Drivers organized by the nonprofit Chai & Chat events. The event presented an opportunity to
network with local female leaders.
We reached out to 15+ contacts (including elected officials) with an invitation to attend the Jammat
organized Messiah-e- Maud Day celebration event at a local college auditorium. Six guests
attended. These included personal friends, interfaith contacts, and members of the Gwinnett
County Health Department.

Report prepared by Shazia Sohail, Muavina Sadr In-Charge Public Affairs
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Umoore Talibaat
Kansas:
• By the grace of Allah, Kansas Majlis held its first Spiritual Fitness Camp for Umoor-e-Talibaat.
Workshops were conducted on the topics of Ill Effects of Homosexuality and Harm of Pornography,
Purdah for both Genders and Marriage Equality. The girls had opportunities to play indoor games and
participate in Waqar-e-Amal. The camp concluded with a Q/A session with Missionary Sahib.
MD-Laurel:
• Laurel Talibaat held two iftar dinners; the programs included various presentations. Recent graduates
were recognized during one dinner and gathering. Talibaat also conducted a Tehrik-e- Jadid
presentation at a general Lajna meeting.
NY-Brooklyn:
• A workshop was held for Umoor-e-Talibaat on the topic of Transitioning to College: How to Maintain
a Healthy Islamic Lifestyle. Girls were also assisted in finding part time jobs. During a Lajna meeting,
Talibaat conducted a presentation on The prayers of the Holy Quran. Talibaat attended the Aamilah
meeting as special guests, where tasks were assigned to them, to support the special events of “Open
mosque and Iftar Dinner,” during Ramadhan.
NV-Las Vegas:
• Umoor-e-Talibaat department organized and held a fundraiser at the local Lajna Ijtema. The girls
raised approximately $50 for the local fund, by selling homemade food items.
VA-South:
• South Virginia Umoor-e-Talibaat held Graduation Day at Masroor Mosque. The event included
informative presentations on the importance of education. In August, Umoor-e-Talibaat attended a
local Jama’at Tarbiyyat camp where they participated in presentations and various interactive
activities.
VA-Central:
• Virginia Central Lajna held a graduation get together for Umoor-e-Talibaat in Masjid Mubarak. The
girls discussed the role of Ahmadi Muslim girls in STEM fields and their responsibilities.
MD-Silver Spring:
• A gathering was arranged for the Talibaat at a restaurant. The girls also had an opportunity to enjoy
Iftari together at Bait-ur-Rahman. The Talibaat also participated in a trip to Centennial Lake, a local
park.
Report prepared by Dr. Wajeeha Malik, Secretary Umoore Talibaat
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Waqifat Matters
Waqifat Encouraged to Join Nizame Wasiyyat
Under the guidance of respected Ameer Sahib USA, the National Waqf-eNau Department would like to take this opportunity to invite you to join the
blessed system of Wasiyyat. By joining this scheme, you will find it will
strengthen your spirit of sacrifice and dedication as you continue to progress
in your spiritual and worldly endeavors.
The Promised Messiah instituted the system of Wasiyyat in 1905 so that
the divine blessings of Khilafat would continue till the end of time.
as

Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V said:
atba

We should listen to the words of the Promised Messiah (on whom be peace).
In order to reform ourselves and thus ensure the future of our future
generations, we should join the institution of Wasiyyat in large numbers. (AlNahl, Q2-3-2005, p. 11).
As a Waqf-e-Nau, you are role models for all other Ahmadi children. You especially strive to be
observant of all the desires of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih As you know Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V has
asked all of us to increase our participation in the system of Wasiyyat.
.

atba

The system of Wasiyyat is such that, by joining it, we feel Allah's protection more intimately than
before. Therefore, again, it is expected that the Waqfeen will take the lead in saying “Labaik” to this call
from Hazrat Khalifatul Masih , Insha’Allah.
atba

All 15+ Waqifat are advised to read the booklet, The Will, to reflect upon the message of the book and
join this blessed scheme. Those Waqifat who are already Moosi are requested to encourage other
Waqifat among their peers. May Allah enable you to do so, Ameen.
Jazakumullah Ahsanal Jaza!
Mabroor Jattala
National Naib Sadr II - in-charge Waqifat-e Nau – USA
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Waqf-e-Nau Ijtema’at
Southwest Regional Waqf e Nau Ijtema

The Southwest Regional Waqifat-e-Nau Ijtema Program was held at the Baitul Hameed Mosque on
September 28, 2019. Thirty-two Waqifat attended the Ijtema, of which four were under the age of 5, 18
were in the 5-17 age group, and the remaining ten were in the over 18 group. Most of the Waqifat were
accompanied by their mothers. LA East Lajna Sadr, Dr. Amtul Mujeeb Sahiba, served as Nazima
Ijtema. She was assisted by the Southwest muavina Sadr Waqifat, Zahraa Chowdery Sahiba, Sobia
Janjua Sahiba, Ramia Shabir Sahiba, and Ayesha Wadood Sahiba.
Highlights:
● Academic Competitions: Holy Qur’an, Hadith, Poem/Qaseeda, Prayers, Attributes of Allah,
Salat and Religious Knowledge.
Additional Highlights of the Ijtema are as follows:
1.
Under-5 Waqifat and Waqifeen confidently presented memorized verses from the Holy Quran
and poems from Durre-Sameen.
2.
18+ Waqifat Presentations:
a. Two Waqifat made speeches on “Miracles, Signs and Prophecies of Holy Quran” and
“Companions of the Holy Prophet . “
b. Another two Waqifat conducted an interactive presentation based on the address of
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V at the 2017 UK Waqifat e Nau Ijtema on “The Equality and
Role of Women in Society.”
c. The LA East Muavina Sadr Waqifat conducted an interesting interactive workshop
during the time the competitions were held. The topic was related to the “Requirements
of Being a Waqifat”. A simultaneous session was held for mothers of Waqifat by
Regional Sadr Sahiba during the time the competitions took place.
3.
A presentation on “Re-Dedication” was made by the National Waqifat Desk USA.
saw

aba
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After the congregational Salat e Zuhr/ lunch, the program was followed by prize distribution and
concluding remarks/dua by Regional Sadr Bina Majeed Sahiba. Several mothers and Waqifat especially
came up to give thanks for a very organized and enjoyable event. Alhamdolillah.
May Allah enable all the participants to practice all the good things they learned at the Ijtema so they
can earn the blessings of Allah. Ameen.
Northwest Regional Waqf e Nau Ijtema
The Regional Northwest Waqifat-e-Nau Ijtema was held
at Masjid Bait-ul-Baseer, Milpitas, CA, on September 28,
2019. There were 12 Waqifat, 9 mothers and local
Muavina Waqifat from Silicon Valley and Bay Point.
National Naib Sadr II –In-charge Waqifat USA, Mabroor
Jattala Sahiba came to attend the Ijtema. Lajna Regional
Sadr Northwest, Hena Malik Sahiba, and local Sadr of
Silicon Valley, Rabia Chaudhry Sahiba, also attended the
Ijtema. Silicon Valley and Bay Point Waqfat participated
in the competitions and engaged in different activities, such as presentations, speeches, and syllabus
testing.
Highlights:
● Academic Competitions: Holy Qur’an, Hadith, Poem/Qaseeda, Prayers, Attributes of Allah,
Salat and Religious Knowledge.
● Two older Waqfat from Bay Point gave an interactive presentation based on the address of
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V at the 2017 UK Waqifat e Nau Ijtema on “The Equality and Role of
Women in Society”.
● “Re-dedication” from the National Waqifat Desk was presented.
aba

● A mothers’ roundtable discussion was held on the expectations and responsibilities of raising
Waqfe Nau children.
The program was followed by prize distribution and concluding remarks. National Naib Sadr Sahiba
gave concluding remarks and reiterated the importance of the Waqfe Nau Scheme. Emphasis was made
on keeping a close link with Khalifatul Masih and seeking guidance from him at every step. Waqifat
were encouraged to be active in Jama’at and auxiliary activities.
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South Regional Waqfat e Nau Ijtema
The South Regional Waqfe Nau Ijtema was held on Saturday,
September 28, 2020 at Bait us Samee Mosque in Houston,
Texas. Waqifat from all chapters of the South Region (Austin,
Dallas, Fort Worth and Houston) except New Orleans
attended the Ijtema. There were 37 Waqifat of which 22 were
in the 5-17 age group, and 6 were in the 18+ group. Twentynine mothers of Waqfe Nau children and 11 guests attended
the Ijtema.
Highlights:
● Academic Competitions: Holy Qur’an, Hadith, Poem/Qaseeda, Prayers, Attributes of Allah,
Salat and Religious Knowledge.
● Waqifat wrote letter to Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V(aba);
● An older Waqifa gave a speech on “Taking Pride in Modesty.”
● Waqifat 18+ had a group discussion with Namoode Sahar Rehman Sahiba on the topic “Our
Living God.”
● “Re-dedication” from the National Waqifat Desk was presented.
● A roundtable discussion was held with Waqfe Nau mothers on the expectations and responsibilities
of raising Waqfe Nau children. There were 28 mothers in attendance.
● Award Distribution
Houston South Lajna Sadr, Maham Khan Sahiba served as Nazima Ijtema. She was assisted by
Houston North Muavina Sadr, Samreen Asif Sahiba. Houston North Sadr, Attiya Ahmad Sahiba and
Cypress Houston Sadr, Amna Chaudari Sahiba also attended the Ijtema.
By the grace of Allah Ta’ala, and with the help of all volunteers and participants, this was a
successful Ijtema. Alhamdulillah!

Report prepared by Mabroor Jattala, Naib Sadr 2 In-Charge Waqf-e-Nau
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Information Technology Matters
Lajna Ima’illah USA is blessed with having its own
website with comprehensive resources for everyone.
Please visit the website at www.lajnausa.net frequently
for upcoming events, regional updates and departmental
news. Utilize the resources for your local Lajna meetings,
Nasirat meetings and classes. For questions or feedback,
please contact it@lajnausa.net.
Mabroor Jattala
Naib Sadr II - In-charge
IT/Communications

Isha’at Matters
Jazakumullah for all your contributions to the Lajna
Matters. We look forward to more for the next issue.
If local Isha’at secretaries need help with compiling
their
contributions,
please
contact
lajnamatters@lajnausa.net. If you would like to
write for the Ayesha magazine, please email
ishaat@lajnsausa.net.
Invoices have been sent for recently mailed orders.
Kindly submit payments.
For receipt books and to order Lajna publications
only, please contact ishaat@lajnausa.net. (Please
go to amibookstore.us to order Jamaat
publications).
As always, we look forward to your comments and
feedback!
Ruqaiya Asad
Secretary, Isha’at
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Central North, Central South, and Southeast Regional Lajna and
Nasirat Ijtema on “Our Living God”
September 27 – September 29 , 2019
th

th

The Central North, Central South and Southeast Regional Ijtema was held on the
theme of “Our Living God” at Baitur Rahman Mosque in Silver Spring,
Maryland. National Sadr Lajna Ima’illah USA Dhiya Tahira Bakr Sahiba
presided over the Ijtema with honorary guests Apa Tahira Siddiqua Sahiba, the
wife of Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih III (ra), and Nusrat Jahan Ahmad Sahiba, wife
of Imam Mubashar Ahmad. Attendance for September 28 was 861 members
including 614 Lajna members, 148 Nasirat members and 99 under-7 members from 14 majaalis of the
three regions.

Nasirat Ijtema
National Secretary Nasirat, Nurjamilah Bahri Sahiba, conducted and presided over the Nasirat Ijtema;
Harrisburg Lajna Sadr, Saima Mumtaz Sahiba, oversaw the organization and running of the program,
assisted by Harrisburg Secretary Nasirat, Sabiha Bhatti Sahiba, with helpers from all three regions.
On Friday September 27 , Nasirat members joined Lajna members for the opening session of Tilawat,
Hadith, Pledge, Nazm and welcome remarks before separating for their own program. Nasirat joined
Lajna again on Sunday morning for the Nasirat Tarana/Parade, academic and sports competition awards
and closing address by Sadr Lajna Ima’illah USA.
th

Highlights of the Nasirat program from Friday-Sunday included:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

A Sisterhood Story: National Nasirat Secretary discussed a beautiful story depicting the South
African philosophy of "Ubuntu" which means "I am because we are" and highlighted the
importance of sisterhood, unity and sharing in one another’s joys and sorrows.
Icebreaker Activity: Nasirat members participated in 3 different physical exercise activities where
they were able to make new friends as well!
“Salat: Our Shield” Workshop: Nasirat members listened to a story depicting how Salat can serve
as a means of protection against negative factors in our lives; they then participated in an activity
related to the story. The girls were also asked to note either benefits of Salat or challenges that
they face when trying to offer Salat regularly and on time.
Poetry Corner: Nasirat members recited Nazms and their own poetry that they had written for the
occasion
Let’s Meet Our National Sadr Sahiba! Nasirat members had a special opportunity to meet with
National Sadr Sahiba and ask her any questions they had.
Relaxation Exercise: Nasirat members participated in a deep breathing exercise-good preparation
for their competitions…
Nasirat Competitions: Recitation of Holy Qur’an, Memorization of Holy Qur’an, Speech, Nazm
Carnival: including fun on a ‘Moon bounce’, enjoying a cotton candy machine and snow cones
(very popular in the high temperature that day!); Sports (e.g. volleyball, soccer) Games (e.g. Tug
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of War, Three-Legged Race). Some Nasirat members were able to participate in a ‘Chopped’
cooking competition in which they were required to make mini Mexican tortilla bites which
included salsa, black beans, and corn.
“Understanding the Sayings of the Promised Messiah (as)” A Nasirat Secretary read out different
excerpts from the writings of the Promised Messiah (as) and asked the girls to discuss the
meaning of each.
“What Does Islam Say About…” Workshop on Social Issues - a Power Point presentation by older
Nasirat members discussing societal issues prevalent today, including global warming/harm to
the environment, racism, and homosexuality (Nasirat in the 7-9 age group were not present when
discussing this last issue). The girls presented a scenario highlighting a problem, asked the
Nasirat audience to share what solutions they had, and then offered the Islamic solution to the
problem.
Nasirat Tarana & Parade: each Majlis recited a few verses of their selected Nazm as they
displayed their theme-related banner to all Lajna and Nasirat members. Prior to the parade, each
banner was judged on relation to theme, creativity/originality and teamwork i.e. how many
Nasirat members from a Majlis’s total Tajnid came together to create the banner
Awards for academic and sports competition winners and for best attendance by a Majlis;
video of Lajna & Nasirat highlights of the weekend

Lajna Ijtema
National Sadr Lajna Ima’illah USA, Dhiya Bakr Sahiba, conducted and presided over the Lajna Ijtema.
During the three days, Sadr Sahiba also took the opportunity to meet for dinner with Lajna National
Aamilah members in attendance, as well as meeting for lunch with the Local and Regional Sadran to
discuss questions and concerns. Sadr Sahiba also had dinner with the Talibaat of the 3 regions in
attendance. Preparation and presentation of all program items was divided between members from each
of the three regions in attendance
Highlights of the Lajna Ijtema from Friday-Sunday included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ice Breaker -explored various aspects of the theme ‘Our Living God’ and the attributes of Allah in
an interesting and enlightening way intended to enhance members’ interaction.
Respected Sadr Sahiba also invited all members to make every effort to mix and mingle with
members unknown to them, so that by the end of the weekend each Lajna member could say she
had met at least 3 new Lajna sisters.
Lajna Competitions: Holy Qur’an Recitation, Nazm (Urdu), Original Poetry (English)
Lajna Hall Announcement -timely reminder of help needed for this effort
Fundraising- Majalis’ stalls sold a wide variety of delicious food items; personal stalls sold clothes,
jewelry etc.
“Our Living God”: Presentation and interactive workshop in 3 parts- definition of theme of Ijtema;
signs/proofs of Our Living God, both spiritual and physical; how to improve our relationship
with Him.
“Story of Three Travelers” – an inspiring MTA Documentary
“Relationship with Allah” - Urdu Speech with English Translation
Humanity First Announcement- timely reminder of help we can offer to those in need worldwide.
Booths were set up for Rishta Nata, Humanity First, and Khidmate Khalq.
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Lajna Team Impromptu Speech Competitions (English & Urdu); 3 pre-selected members per
Majlis were allowed 3 minutes to brainstorm ideas for their given topic before 1 of them
presented their team’s speech in English or in Urdu.
“My Mosque: A Safe Zone” -Interactive Workshop to examine the two sub-themes of ‘No Lajna
left behind’ and ‘How to make mosques a safe zone.’ Understanding how certain actions and
interactions can sometimes be a result of our implicit biases due to color, race, national origin,
disability, age, education, economic status, etc. Islamic teachings and a message of tolerance
were reiterated for all to follow, and the need for cultural competency was explained. Mosques
can be true safe zones if members take practical steps based on the Islamic knowledge provided.
Evening of Poetry - Bait Bazi and English Poetry
The start of the Lajna program was adjusted on Sunday morning so that members could benefit from
viewing & listening to our beloved Huzoor’s (aba) concluding address from Jalsa Salana
Netherlands 2019.
Reflections – “What does the attribute Al Hayy, the Living God mean to you?” Prior to the Ijtema,
members were asked to respond via email by submitting a short video or photograph with a oneparagraph explanation discussing how this attribute has impacted their lives.
Nasirat Tarana & Parade
Awards for academic and sports competitions and for best attendance by a Majlis; video of
Lajna & Nasirat highlights of the weekend
Closing Address: In her closing address, respected Sadr Sahiba applauded the wonderful
presentations given and thanked everyone involved in the organization and execution of the
event. Theme was well conveyed that a sincere connection with truthful obedience to ‘Our
Living God’ is the key to success. Sadr Sahiba encouraged everyone to give particular attention
to Tabligh, referring to the example of the firefly as given by Huzoor (aba) in his Jalsa
Netherlands address that Lajna members had listened to earlier. Our aim should be to attract
others to our beautiful faith and to guide those who are seeking, thus acquiring blessings from
Allah, the Exalted.

The Ijtema concluded with a collective silent prayer led by Sadr Lajna Ima’illah USA.
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Virginia Central’s Centennial Day Celebrations
February 15, 2020
On February 15, 2020, the USA Jama’at celebrated 100 years of Ahmadiyyat in the USA. Every State
and Majlis made plans to be enjoyed by all. Virginia Central Lajna prepared for the day by decorating
the inside of Masjid Mubarak’s ladies’ section. Lajna wanted to make every effort to make the masjid
look festive so members, especially Nasirat, and children, knew that this was a special day and wanted
to instill enthusiasm in the members.

The Centennial Celebrations began with Tahajjud and Fajr prayers. By the grace of Allah, 130 Lajna
members; 20 Nasirat and 17 children participated. After Fajr prayer, Lajna and Nasirat enjoyed an
informative program that was prepared by the Jamaat. The program began with the recitation of the Holy
Quran, followed by several presentations that covered the one-hundred-year history of Ahmadiyyat in the
USA. The presentations ended with Murrabi Sahib’s speech on the future of Ahmadiyyat. Murrabi Sahib
emphasized the importance of bringing about a spiritual reformation and importance of prayers for our
next generation. The program was thoroughly enjoyed by all. After Dua, gifts were distributed to
members including pens and pins for adults and goody bags for the children.
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A delicious breakfast of donuts, halva/puri, channa, nahari and chai was enjoyed by all!
Our Virginia Central Nasirat also participated in the Centennial Day celebrations by making posters. Tahir
Academy held a poster competition on the topic of 100 years of Ahmadiyyat in the USA. Mashallah, 22
Nasirat participated in this competition. Every Nasirat received a certificate of participation and chocolate.
Gift cards were presented to the top 5 Nasirat with the best posters. The Nasirat really enjoyed the day
and learned a lot too.
The activities continued after breakfast too!
Virginia Central Jamaat could not have found a
better way to start the next 100 years of USA Jamaat
by packing food for the needy families of the
Philippines. Over 60 Virginia Central Lajna and
Nasirat assisted Jamaat in packing over 17,280
“Harvest Packs”, (exceeding our goal of 15,000
bags). Lajna and Nasirat setup 4 packing stations to
pack the meals. The enthusiasm of the Lajna and
Nasirat could not be contained, as they chanted narai
(slogans), feeling the impact they would make to the
needy families of the Philippines.
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After the packing was complete, Lajna and Nasirat
took a group picture as a memory of a day that was
filled with celebration, love and compassion for
those less fortunate. May Allah bless our humble
efforts and continue to provide these opportunities
for us to serve the needy. Ameen.
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Births
May Allah bless the new arrivals and make them a joy for their parents and
families and guide them on the path of true righteousness. Ameen.
VA-Central:
• Amatul Sami Sahiba was blessed with a granddaughter on Friday, May 29th.The
name is Zeeya Ali, and she is the daughter of Ali Salman and Hira Ghaffar.
MD-Silver Spring:
• Amtul Kafi Malik and Malik Safiullah were blessed with a granddaughter, Bazigha Malik, daughter
of Sabahun Nassar and Ansar Malik.
• Wajeeha and Nauman Ahmad were blessed with a son, Ayaan Ahmad.

Holy Quran Completion
Maleeha Raqeeb of Minnesota completed the first reading of the Holy Quran at the
age of six.

Request for Prayers
Members are requested to remember the following in their prayers:
v Hazrat Khalifatul Masih Khamisatba and Apa Jaan
v People suffering from Covid-19 related illnesses
v Families who have lost relatives to Covid-19
v All Ahmadis around the world who are suffering from persecution and
oppression
v Ameer Sahib, USA
v Sadr Lajna Ima’illah, USA
v Jama’at and Lajna Office Holders
v Sister Shamaila Mantara of Kansas requests prayers for her 11 years old daughter, Miriam, who
is currently undergoing chemotherapy for Lymphoma.
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