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Issue 4

Holy Qur’an
Verily you have in the Prophet of
Allah an excellent model, for him
who fears Allah and the Last Day
and who remembers Allah much
(33:22).
Say, ‘If you love Allah, follow me:
then will Allah love you and
forgive you your faults. And Allah
is Most Forgiving, Merciful’ (3:32).
And as a Summoner unto Allah by
His command, and as a Lamp that
gives bright light (33:47).
Those who follow the Messenger,
the Prophet, the Immaculate one,
whom they find mentioned in the
Torah and the Gospel which are
with them. He enjoins on them
good and forbids them evil, and
makes lawful for them the good
things and forbids them the bad,
and removes from them their
burden and the shackles that were
upon them. So those who shall
believe in him, and honor and
support him, and help him, and
follow the light that has been sent
down with him — these shall
prosper (7:158).
Allah and His angels send blessings
on the Prophet. O ye who believe!
You also should invoke blessings
on him and salute him with the
salutation of peace (33:57).
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Hadith

Narrated by Jabirra. The Prophet of Allahsaw said:
I have been granted five distinctions, which none of the Prophets was granted before
me. Firstly, I have been reinforced with awe extending as far as a month’s journey,
secondly the entire earth has been made for me a mosque and a means of purity,
thirdly, the booty of war has been made lawful for me; it was never made lawful
before me; fourthly, I have been granted the honor of intercession with the Lord and
fifthly, while Prophets before me were commissioned to their particular people, I have
been sent to the entire mankind (Bukhari).

Writings of the Promised Messiahas
We have found every light by following the immaculate Prophet and whoever follows
him will also find it and he will become so accepted of God that nothing will be
impossible for him. The Living God, Who is hidden from people, will be his God and all
false gods will be trodden under his feet. He will be blessed everywhere and Divine
Power will be with him. Peace be on him whoever follows the guidance (Siraj Muneer, p.
82, Essence of Islam pp. 137-138).
Have you any notion what was the strange event that occurred in the desert country of
Arabia when hundreds of thousands of the dead were revived within a brief period and
those who had been misguided through generations put on divine color, and those who
were blind obtained sight, and those who were dumb began to speak of the understanding
of the Divine, and the world underwent a revolution, which had never been seen or heard
of before? It was the supplications during the dark nights of one who had lost himself in
God, which raised a clamor in the world, and manifested such wonders as appeared
impossible in the case of that unlearned helpless one. Send down Thy blessings and peace
O Allah, on him and his people according to the number of his grieving’s8 and sorrows
for his followers and pour down upon him the lights of Thy mercy forever (Barakatud
Dua p. 10, The Essence of Islam pp. 223-224).
How shall we express our gratitude to God, Who bestowed
upon us the good fortune to follow the Prophet, who is the sun
for the souls of the righteous, just as there is a sun for the
bodies. He appeared in a time of darkness and illumined the
world with his light. He was neither tired nor fatigued till he
purified all parts of Arabia from associating partners with God.
He is the proof of his own truth, for his light is present in every
age and true obedience to him purifies a person as the clear
and transparent water of a river cleanses dirty linen. Who has
come to us with a sincere heart and has not witnessed that
light, and who has knocked honestly on that door, and for
whom it has not been opened? But the pity is that most people
prefer the lower life and do not desire that higher light should
enter into them (Chashma Marifat, p. 288 Essence of Islam, p.
139).
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Message from Sadr Lajna Ima’illah, USA
Saliha Malik Sahiba
The subject of Muhammad, peace and blessings of God be upon him, the beloved and chosen
one of God, always brings profound love and reverence for him in our hearts and minds. Many Majalis
have been holding Seeratun Nabi Jalsas in October and November to remember his beautiful example
and teachings, which are the rock and foundation of our lives as Muslims. As women, we owe such
deep gratitude to him for lifting women of all time out a state of utter degradation and giving them their
status, their dignity and true place in the society; a story, which we tell over and over again to the
women of this society and to our children. For us to show our sincere gratitude, therefore, we must
constantly assess ourselves and measure how much we are following him in our day-to-day lives. To
that end I have included Huzoor’satba sermon, True Obedience to the Prophetsaw, in this issue. Please
read it again and reflect upon it carefully.
One simple story, “Who can save you now,” remains particularly appealing to me and is very
applicable to our current theme of “Sufficient for us is Allah and an excellent Guardian is He” and
will also help us in every challenge we may face, whether it is regarding our observance of purdah or
prayers or our relationships or any aspect or difficulty of our lives, is as follows:
While Prophet Muhammadsaw was resting under a tree some distance from his
companions, a bitter enemy of his seized the moment and considered it a good
opportunity to kill him. He sneaked up to the Prophet and finding him unguarded took his
sword from the tree and drew it to attack him. Prophet Muhammadsaw awoke in surprise.
The man lifted the sword and said “Who can save you from me?” Muhammadsaw calmly
replied “Allah”. The sword fell from the enemy’s hand upon hearing this, so struck he
was by Muhammad’ssaw faith in God. Whereupon the Holy Prophet picked it up, moved
away from under him and took hold of the enemy. The position was now reversed. Who
can save you now? Said the Holy Prophet. “No one” exclaimed the man in terror.
Whereupon the Holy Prophet said to him, “Why did you not say Allah?” Then after a
brief exchange he let the man go free (taken from Stories of Early Childhood).
How sweetly did Prophet Muhammadsaw also hope that his enemy would trust in Allah to help
him in his difficulty. We should remember to trust in Allah as our Helper in every situation, as our
beloved Messengersaw trusted in Him so completely. May Allah enable us to follow Prophet
Muhammadsaw and immerse ourselves in the love of Allah as he did, Ameen.

4

Lajna Matters – November 2017

National Correspondence
August 21st, 2017

Dear Sadr Lajna Ima’illah USA,
Assalamo Alaikum wa Rahmatullahe wa
Barakatohu,
I am acknowledging receipt of your activity
Report for the month of April 2017 and the
magazine, “Lajna Matters”, as Huzoor
Ayyaduhullah Ta’ala is currently on tour.
Jazaka’Mullah.
Your report shows that a number of national
and regional programs were successfully
concluded, including the Majlis-e-Shura.
Tarbiyyati Camps were held at a regional level
for younger Lajna members. A number of
Tabligh events were also held in various
Majalis. I pray that Allah the Almighty blesses
your sincere and dedicated efforts and rewards
you and your members abundantly. Ameen.
Please convey my Salam to all the sisters in
USA.
Wassalaam
Yours sincerely,
Rehana Ahmad
In-Charge, Lajna Section

September 19th, 2017
Dear Sadr Lajna Ima’illah USA,
Assalamo Alaikum wa Rahmatullahe wa
Barakatohu,
I have received your activity report for May
2017, alongside your Jalsa Bulletin 2017,
Jazaka’Mullah.
Your report shows that you have been busy
this month with regular activities as well as
some special ones such as the Ijtemas taking
place in many localities and regions. The
theme of these gatherings was ‘Sufficient for
us is Allah and an excellent Guardian is He’.
Members were able to benefit from the noble
speeches and discussions held, Mash’Allah.

It is pleasing to read that members are
actively participating in Tabligh and that they
also took part in the National Prayer Week
where the emphasis on congregational
prayers was strengthened and conducted in
many regions. May Allah bless Lajna
Ima’illah USA in all their sincere endeavors,
Ameen.
Please convey my loving Salaam to all the
Nasirat and Lajna members in USA.
Wassalaam.

October 15th, 2017
Dear Sadr Lajna Ima’illah USA
Assalamo Alaikum wa Rahmatullahe wa
Barakatohu,
I have received your Activity Report and
Financial report for the month of June 2017
together with request for prayers –
Jazaka’Mullah.
Your report demonstrates that your members
respond well to appeals for financial
donations for the needy. This is reflected by
the fact that you were able to raise $38,000 to
distribute, at the time of Eid, among widows,
refugees
and
others
in
difficult
circumstances. You were also able to raise
$40,000 under the heading of Children’s Eid
Gift Fund. This is highly commendable. Your
members were able to undertake Tabligh
activity during the month of Ramadhan by
inviting guests to Iftaar and holding interfaith
events. It was good to note the Nasirat of
Virginia Central and Virginia North were
treated to a fun activity of outdoor sports on
Eid Day. May Allah the Almighty reward
you and your members abundantly for your
sincere and dedicated efforts – Ameen.
Please convey my loving Salam to all Nasirat
and Lajna Ima’illah and members in the
USA.
Wassalaam.
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Friday Sermon: True Obedience to The Prophetsaw
October 20th, 2017

After reciting the Tashahhud, Ta’uz, and Surah Fatihah Hazrat Ameer-ul-Mu’mineenatba said:
In the previous Friday sermon, I read out an excerpt by the Promised Messiahas, in which he
said that the it was a “time for the advent of the Messiah to reform Muslims as Muslims have
completely distanced themselves from the essence of Islam, and they are absolutely unaware of the
meaning and the purpose of Islam.” It is true that Muslims read the Kalima, observe the prayers,
observe the fast during the prescribed days of fasting and pay the zakat [obligatory alms]. The Promised
Messiahas states, “I, however, say that all of their actions do not have the manner of righteous deeds.
Otherwise, if these are righteous deeds, then why do they not produce pure results?” Today, we observe
that the worst kind of disorder is found in Muslim countries; we observe that materialism is prevalent
everywhere and people use the name of religion to further their own cause in politics and save their
power.
However, the following statement by Hazrat Ayeshara regarding the life and character of the
Holy Prophetsaw is worth being written in gold. That is, “kaana khuluqu al-qur'an i.e. if you wish to
know about his character and his habits, then study the Holy Qur’an, which describes his life and
character in detail.”
That is also what Allah the Exalted has stated that, you cannot establish a true relationship with
Me by merely reciting la ilaha illAllah (There is no God but Allah). Rather, if you wish to attain My
love, then follow My beloved Prophet and adopt his character and you will reach the station, which is
termed as the station of Allah's nearness. Otherwise, your slogans are hollow. Thus, Allah the Exalted
states:
“Say, ‘If you love Allah, follow me: then
will Allah love you and forgive you your
faults. And Allah is Most Forgiving,
Merciful’” (3:32).
Can the state of Muslims today be that of those whom Allah the Exalted loves? Muslim clerics
are the ones who are creating the most disorder in the world. They have created a general state of fear,
terror, disorder and corruption by issuing edicts of heresy against the one who has come from Allah the
Exalted. Everyday this allegation is leveled against the Promised Messiahas that he, God forbid,
established the Jama’at in order to acquire and fulfill his worldly desires and in order to elevate his
personal status. Nevertheless, we are aware that he was an ardent devotee of the Holy Prophetsaw and
that Allah the Exalted sent him in order to complete [the spread] of the Shari’ah of the Holy Prophetsaw.
To elaborate further on this verse, “Say, 'If you love Allah, follow me: then will Allah love
you,” I have chosen some extracts from the writings of the Promised Messiahas. On one occasion, the
Promised Messiahas says:
The cause for the internal division of Muslims is the love for this [material] world. …
Instead of the love of Allah the Exalted and instead of following the Holy Prophetsaw,
they have given preference to the love of this world. Is this called following the Holy
Prophetsaw? Was the Holy Prophetsaw a worldly person? Did he, God forbid, take interest
or demonstrate negligence in fulfilling his responsibilities of Divine commandments? Did
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he, God forbid, possess even an element of hypocrisy and pretense and did he give
preference to the world over religion? Contemplate [over this]! Following the Holy
Prophetsaw means to follow his footsteps and then to observe how Allah the Exalted
showers His blessings.

However, the practical state of Muslims these days, testifies to the fact that their condition is
worsening. Countries are fighting with one another. Muslim countries are approaching and begging
others to fight other Muslim countries. In the recent few days, the president of USA has once again
announced that restrictions are being placed against Iran, and this is taking place contrary to the belief
of the whole of Europe. The European Union and other countries are also against this decision. Even in
the UK, a columnist has written that the entire world is against this decision by the US President.
However, there are three such countries that say that USA is acting appropriately. The USA itself is one
of them, the second is Israel and the third is Saudi Arabia. Now, Saudi Arabia is granting permission to
a non-Muslim country to wage war against a Muslim country. As a matter of fact, it is supporting it.
Hence, these are the conditions of Muslims and exactly this is what the Promised Messiahas has
depicted when he mentioned that the Muslims are divided. How then will they acquire the blessings of
Allah the Exalted? The Promised Messiahas says:
I say truly and I do so based on my experience that none can truly act virtuously, attain
the pleasure of Allah the Exalted, nor derive benefit from these rewards, blessings,
profound wisdoms, truths and visions, which are acquired at the highest stage of the
purification of the soul… (when a person reaches the highest stage of the purification of
the soul, only then does he receive rewards and blessings from Allah the Exalted and sees
visions and is blessed with communion with Allah the Exalted) …until he subjugates
himself in following the Holy Prophetsaw. Furthermore, evidence of this is found in the
very words of God the Exalted as He states, Say, ‘If you love Allah, follow me: then will
Allah love you’.
The Promised Messiahas responds: “I am a practical and living proof of this statement. In this
age and era, Allah the Exalted shares communion with me as I have immersed myself in the being of
the Holy Prophetsaw and have followed him completely. Subsequently, Allah the Exalted showed his
affection towards me.”
Thus, [in reply to] those who raise allegations against the Promised Messiahas that he has
decreased the status of the Holy Prophetsaw, the Promised Messiahas has affirmed himself that the status
that he has acquired was through loving and truly following the Holy Prophetsaw. Regarding the task
assigned to him due to his complete submission of the Holy Prophetsaw the Promised Messiahas says: “I
was sent to once again establish the lost grandeur of the Holy Prophetsaw and manifest to the world the
verities of the Holy Qur'an and all of this is prevailing. However, those who have a cover over their
eyes are unable to see this.”
The Promised Messiahas continues: “Your claim to have love for Allah the Almighty will only
be proven authentic and complete if you follow the Holy Prophetsaw.” He says “It is clear from this
verse that man cannot become God's beloved and deserving of His nearness with any of his self-devised
spiritual exercises and efforts.” The Divine splendor and blessings cannot descend on anyone until a
person is completely absorbed in the obedience of the Holy Prophetsaw. A person who loses himself in
the love of the Holy Prophetsaw and endures every type of sacrifice, receives the radiance of faith that
liberates him from everything other than God and delivers him from sins and becomes a source of
salvation. He lives a virtuous life in this world and is rescued from the narrow and dark graves of carnal
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passions. This is mentioned in a hadith, where the Holy Prophetsaw has said: “I am the one to raise up
the dead and they will be revived through me.” The spiritually dead are revived by the Holy Prophetsaw
and his followers become the beloved of Allah Almighty. Hence, those who are truly obedient raise the
standards of their acts of worship. Every one of us should reflect on this and we must improve in this
regard otherwise our claims of devotion and obedience will be hollow.
While commenting on the Holy Prophet’ssaw perfect belief in God, the Promised Messiahas says:
“Say, ‘If you love Allah, follow me: then will Allah love you.’ Man can become God's beloved by
showing complete obedience to the Holy Prophetsaw.” This leads us to believe that he was the model of
perfect belief in God. Man cannot develop complete love of Allah Almighty without using the morals
and attributes of the Holy Prophetsaw as his guide. Thus, Allah Almighty says, “Say, ‘If you love Allah,
follow me: then will Allah love you.’” True obedience of the Holy Prophetsaw is to adopt his morals.
And so firstly there is the hue of worship and secondly there is the hue of high moral standards.
To be a true follower means to instill the moral characteristics within you that have been outlined in the
Holy Qur’an. Therefore, this is also why it is necessary for us to read the Holy Qur’an. Before we
advise others, we need to assess our own condition that after accepting the Promised Messiahas, to what
extent have we made the Holy Qur’an our code of conduct and incorporated it into our Bai’at? To what
degree do we remain steadfast on truthfulness and justice? To what extent do we make efforts to
establish the rights of others? Then the Promised Messiahas says:
One way of pleasing Allah the Almighty is to demonstrate true obedience to the Holy
Prophetsaw. We see that people have become embroiled in all sorts of customs and rituals.
The new customs that have been concocted do not only violate the Holy Prophet’ssaw
instructions, rather in one sense they are an affront to him. It is as if they do not consider
the Holy Prophetsaw sufficient because had they done so, why
would they need to stoop to this low level of forming these
customs and rituals… Thus, it is evident from this verse that
unless one completely follows the Holy Prophetsaw, he
cannot attain the grace and blessings of Allah the Almighty
and neither is one granted insight and wisdom, which can
vanquish his life of sin and the fiery nature of his inner
desires. The expression, “the Ulema [scholars] of my
Ummah” applies to such people.
In another place, the Promised Messiahas says:
One who claims that salvation can be achieved without the
Holy Prophetsaw, utters a lie as this is completely contrary to
what God Almighty has taught us. God Almighty states:
That is, O Prophet Muhammadsaw! Let the people know: “If
you love God Almighty then follow me: then will Allah love you.” Without following the
Holy Prophetsaw no one can attain salvation. Those who harbor enmity against the Holy
Prophetsaw will also be held accountable. This is part of our faith.
On one occasion, the Promised Messiahas was having a debate in the form of submitting
question and answers with a Christian. The Christian presented a reference in regard to the status of
Jesusas, in which Jesusas states: “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden and I will give
you rest.” Jesusas also stated, “I am the light” and “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” In other words,
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he stated that he is the light, one who shows the way and one who gives life, so they should come to
him. Upon this the Christian scholar asked the question that did the founder of the Islam, the Holy
Prophetsaw, ever speak of himself in these terms? The Promised Messiahas replied to this and said: “The
Holy Qur’an clearly states: ‘Say, if you love Allah, follow me: then will Allah love you and forgive you
your faults.’ (3:32).”
The Promised Messiahas further states: “The promise, that by following the Holy Prophetsaw one
is loved by God, surpasses all the sayings of the Messiah, for there can be no station higher than
attaining the love of God.” Jesusas said that come and acquire the light, however God Almighty here
states to the Holy Prophetsaw that he should declare that one who follows him can become the beloved
of God Almighty and will also have his sins forgiven. Furthermore, “Who is more worthy of
proclaiming himself the light, than he who leads to God's love?”
The Promised Messiahas then presented a very beautiful argument from the verse, “'Say, if you
love Allah, follow me…” in order to prove that Jesusas passed away:
Death is included in the Sunnah of the Holy Prophetsaw (i.e. the Holy Prophetsaw also
experienced death). The Holy Prophetsaw passed away therefore who can yearn to live
forever, or approve of it for anyone else that he lives on forever. … True love demands
that one should become wholly immersed in subservience to the Holy Prophetsaw in that
he has complete control over his inner passions and reflects as to whose Ummah he
belongs to. In such an instance where one holds the belief that Jesusas is still alive in the
heavens, how can then he truly profess to love and follow the Holy Prophetsaw? Since he
accepts Jesusas to be considered more superior and declares the Holy Prophetsaw among
the dead and is content in believing Jesusas to still be alive.
On the one hand they claim to love the Holy Prophetsaw and follow his commands, yet on the
other hand, by accepting that the Messiahas is alive in the heaven they accept him to be superior. Thus,
in this day and age, it is only the Promised Messiahas, who defended Islam and the Holy Prophetsaw
from every attack, as well as elevating his status. This was the purpose of the advent of the Promised
Messiahas, yet the [Muslim] clerics only raise allegations against him.
The Promised Messiahas further states: “It is my firm belief that the misfortune and calamity that
has befallen them (i.e. the Muslims who believe Jesus to be alive) is due to the fact that they have given
Priests ample opportunity to slander and defame the Holy Prophetsaw.” The condition of the Muslims is
due to this very reason. The Promised Messiahas further elaborates:
On one hand they verbally proclaim that the Holy Prophetsaw is the greatest of all
Prophets, i.e. the Holy Prophetsaw is the most superior of all the prophets, whilst on the
other hand they believe that he passed away after sixty-three years and the Messiahas is
alive until this very day.… How unfortunate it is that the very people who attribute
themselves to the Holy Prophetsaw, they themselves pronounce him dead (heaven forbid).
Having mentioned that fact that after the Holy Prophetsaw no previous prophet can appear; i.e.
since Jesus was a prophet of the Mosaic dispensation and has passed away, therefore no prophet of the
Mosaic dispensation can now appear, the Promised Messiahas then states: “This blessing can only be
sought through complete obedience to the Holy Prophetsaw, because it is only the Holy Prophetsaw that is
a living prophet.”
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Thus, due to complete obedience to the Holy Prophetsaw, God Almighty sent the Promised
Messiahas in this era as the awaited Mahdi and Messiah. His status is that of a subordinate, non-law
bearing prophet. The Promised Messiahas states:
When one loves God Almighty wholeheartedly over all worldly objects, and the grandeur
and majesty of all beings other than God are removed from his heart – in fact he
considers everything else to be akin to a dead insect – then God Almighty descends upon
his heart with a great manifestation, just as if a clear mirror is placed before the moon,
owing to the reflection of the moon it can be said metaphorically that the same moon in
the sky is present in the mirror. In the same manner God descends upon that heart and
makes that heart His throne. This is the reason why man has been created.
Thus, the Promised Messiahas was the complete devotee of the Holy Prophetsaw and it is for this reason
that God Almighty loved him and honored him by declaring him to be the Promised Messiah and
Mahdi as well as a subordinate prophet.
Having accepted the Promised Messiahas, may Allah the Almighty enable us to appreciate him
and also enable us to become completely devoted to the Holy Prophetsaw. May he enable every single
one of us to follow the example of the Holy Prophetsaw according to our abilities and capacities, and
may He enable the Muslims to accept and follow the ardent devotee of the Holy Prophetsaw.
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69th Jalsa Salana USA
By the Grace of Allah, the Almighty, the USA Jama’at
held its 69th Jalsa Salana, at the Pennsylvania Farm
Show Complex in Harrisburg, PA from July 14–16,
2017.

Friday July 14, 2017
There was great excitement and energy as people from
across the United States began to arrive at the Jalsa site.
The day started with a flag hoisting ceremony. After
Jumu’ah the Jalsa proceeding began with a recitation from the Holy Qur’an followed by the opening
remarks from Dr. Mirza Maghfoor Ahmad, Ameer Jama’at USA. The uplifting speeches in the first
session included:
v Al-Haleem – The God of Great Forbearance
v Prophet Muhammadsaw – Congeniality in the Face of Hostility
v Sahibzada Abdul Lateefra – The Legacy of a True Disciple

Saturday July 15, 2017
The Ladies’ Session, presided over by National Sadr Lajna Ima’illah, Saliha Malik Sahiba, started with
the recitation of Surah Al-Nur verses 36-39, which describes Allah the Almighty as the Light. A
beautiful poem, Wo Paishwa Humara by the Promised Messiahas, reinforced the theme in praise of
Holy Prophetsaw who radiates Allah’s Light. This was followed by four excellent speeches:
v The Existence of God explored the Qur’anic evidence of the existence of God, and how we can
increase our relationship with him.
v Why I am an Ahmadi made clear some distinctions particular to Ahmadiyyat, the True Islam,
and captured love for God as the central beam.
v The passionate poem Zikr e Khuda Pe Zor De, by Hazrat Mirza Bashiruddin Mahmood
Ahmadra, further expressed deep love for God.
v The Family that Prays Together Stays Together presented in Urdu, this speech reminded
sisters of the importance of congregational prayers and the blessings that fill our homes through
praying together.
v The Importance of Khilafat in this Day and Age reminded us to hold fast to Allah’s rope
through the life-saving institution of Khilafat. The speaker included inspirational quotes from
non-Muslims who have met Huzooratba.
The morning session concluded with various recognitions: Talent Awards were presented to Lajna
students for their outstanding academic achievements; Lajna members certified as Holy Qur’an
teachers and Lajna and Nasirat members, who made outstanding contributions in the initiative of Jihad
of the Pen received a certificate; and those who had given excellent service for Humanity First received
a plaque. Lastly Nasirat members, who had completed their first reading of the Holy Qur’an during the
past year, were acknowledged and received a copy of the Holy Qur’an.
The afternoon session started with the recitation of the Holy Qur’an, Surah Al-Ahzab verse 36, which
clarifies that women stand equal to men in the sight of Allah and all those who follow Him are blessed
with forgiveness and a great reward. The poem Rakh Paish Nazar Wo Waqt by Hazrat Nawab
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Mubarika Begum Sahibara, tore our hearts with the remembrance of how women were so badly treated
until Prophet Muhammadsaw lifted their status. The afternoon speeches followed:
v A Teenager’s Guide to Purdah was an inspiring account from one of our young women about
her personal journey with hijab, encouraging others.
v I am Ahmadi- A New Convert’s Journey to Islam from a new convert about her inspiring
personal and spiritual journey to Islam.
v Following this Sadr Sahiba welcomed on stage the sisters who had joined the fold of
Ahmadiyyat in the year and presented them with a token of appreciation, while a beautiful poem
“I Hear the Call” was sung in the background.
How to be an Ahmadi Muslim Women in America? The closing speech from Sadr Lajna Ima’illah,
Saliha Malik Sahiba, addressed the current issues relating to women and women’s rights. As Allah
gave women their rights, she quoted Khalifatul Masih IVrh saying, “Turn to God. Be godly. Be armed
with Taqwa and get attired in the most beautiful garment of Taqwa and all the rest will be just smooth
sailing.”

Sunday July 16, 2017

The 69th Jalsa Salana USA concluded on Sunday with a joint morning session delivered from the men’s
side and related to all. The motivational speeches included:
v
v
v
v

Hijrat – Migration in the way of Allah
The Global Unification of Mankind under True Khilafat, Zikr-e-Habib
The Arbiter and Judge of the Latter Days
The Nation of Jonah: Averting Disaster through ‘Taubah’ and ‘Istaghfar’

The session ended with closing comments from Respected Ameer Jama’at USA and silent prayer. The
Jalsa once again provided members a chance to increase our religious knowledge, strengthen our
sisterhood, and enhance our spirituality. It was indeed a most uplifting and heart-satisfying occasion,
Alhamdulillah!

Lajna 15–25 Dinner & Social
National Muavina Sadr in-charge of activities for 15–25 organized and conducted the Lajna 15–25
dinner, which was held on Saturday, July 15 focusing on the theme of “Sufficient for us is Allah, and
an Excellent Guardian is He.” National Sadr, Saliha Malik Sahiba, also attended, together with 165
members. The attendees received a small souvenir notebook with the Qur’anic verse printed on the
front and some chocolates. They were served pizza and water bottles when they came in and seated
classroom style. The presentation was a series of video clips on such topics as purdah, peaceful protest,
choice in marriage, and hidden forms of shirk and were taken from the news, Real Talk, Faith Matters
and Huzoor’s speeches. After each, the girls were shown a prompt question and asked to write their
thoughts in the notebook. Some of the girls shared their thoughts with the audience. The session closed
with questions and answers and comments from Sadr Sahiba. The girls shared that they enjoyed the
discussion and the videos, which gave them something to think about.

Waqf-e-Nau Events at Jalsa
National Muavina Sadr in-charge of Waqifat-e-Nau, Mabroor Jattala Sahiba, organized the Waqifat-eNau Program at Jalsa, which took place on Friday evening July 14, 2017. National Sadr Lajna, Saliha
Malik Sahiba, presided over the event. Waqifat-e-Nau girls of all ages, their mothers, siblings and
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Local Muavinat Sadr for Waqifat were invited to attend. There were 285 participants, which included
about 55 mothers and siblings. The key highlights included:
v Speeches: “Paradise lies under the feet of mothers” and “Salat is my way to reach Allah”
v Interactive Presentation – “The Impact of social media in our daily lives.”
v “My First Waqifat-e-Nau Camp Experience” – several girls shared their uplifting feedback.
Respected National Sadr Lajna concluded the program highlighting the significance of the Waqf-e-Nau
scheme and how this work helps Waqf-e-Nau children to be good role models for other Ahmadi
children. Sadr Sahiba handed out the beautiful handbags and chocolates to all Waqifat.
On Saturday, July 15, 2017 The Waqf-e-Nau Department organized a separate Re-dedication
Workshop on the three steps of rededication for all Waqifat-e-Nau girls above the age of 14, which
was conducted by National Muavina Sadr in charge of Waqifat-e-Nau, Mabroor Jattala Sahiba, and
attended by 41 members, including 29 Waqifat. Many Waqifat shared their experiences of being a
Waqifa and inspired those who had not yet rededicated themselves.

Various Booths at Jalsa Salana
In between sessions attendees could visit the many booths that were set up. A
variety of enticing snacks were available at the Fundraising booth and
clothing, jewelry, artwork and other handicraft items at the
Handicraft/Exhibition booth. The bookstall provided many Jama’at and
Lajna books for publications. New this year members were also able to enjoy
delicious cakes and Starbucks coffee at the Humanity First Fundraising Café.
Additional booths included those for Waqf-e-Nau, AWSA, Rishta Nata, Lajna
15–25 exhibition and Review of Religions. Homeopathy and First Aid also
provided services throughout Jalsa.

Impression of Jalsa Salana USA from a Non-Ahmadi Guest
For me, attending the Jalsa was an amazing experience. It was, for me,
an extension of the sense of community that I experienced at Lajna
Fitchburg. I felt welcomed and comfortable, both with sisters I know and
those that I was meeting for the first time, just as I have in the
community locally. While I was there, I had the sense of sharing a
common bond, a sense of unity, kindness, and caring. It was wonderful
to see the sisters working together to get everything done well and to
make the program accessible for everyone. It was empowering to see all
the jobs done cooperatively by women as a sisterhood.
I had the sense when meeting some of the sisters for the first time that we were old friends with a deep
understanding of the reason we were all there together. Sharing a bond and a sense of purpose is a
wonderful part of my experience with the Ahmadiyya Community. I look forward to many gatherings
like this one and in getting more chances to meet Ahmadi sisters and share in these experiences
together. It was wonderful to be with such a large group and have a spiritual focus and unity. It was a
spiritual and joyful experience that I look forward to having again.
– Jessica Clarke
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Impressions of Jalsa Salana UK
Sadr Lajna Ima’illah, Saliha Malik Sahiba,
together with 20 American Sisters from
various Majalis throughout USA, attended the
UK Jalsa as members of the USA Delegation
this year. Once again our members were
deeply moved by the generous hospitality, the
practical demonstration of unity amongst
people from all over the world coming
together in loving harmony and the inspiring
speeches. In particular, the International
Bai’at was most moving and confirmed our
commitment to faith. After the Jalsa all the
delegates attended a Mulaqat with Huzooratba.
It was a wonderful, memorable occasion to sit
in Huzoor’s uplifting company. Everyone left with feelings of deep gratitude for having accepted the
Messiahas and for being an Ahmadi.

Delegates’ Impressions
 The feeling of sisterhood was incredible! I so enjoyed meeting wonderful, thoughtful, caring
women that I formed new connections with, and I look forward to continuing and deepening
these new friendships. I, of course, was aware that Ahmadiyyat was worldwide, but it wasn't
until this weekend that I FELT the “international-ness” of Ahmadiyyat and my connection with
people all over the world. It was a very humbling and beautiful experience. My heart was
thrilled seeing all of those beautiful flags waving so proudly in the breeze! But even better than
the flags, was seeing the faces and hearing the voices.
 My first experience at the UK Jalsa was something that I will never forget!
 I am so grateful to have had the opportunity to experience Jalsa Salana 2017!
 I was very impressed by how well and smoothly the Jalsa proceeded, and how efficiently
everything was handled. There were just shy of 38,000 people attending, but I never felt I was
in the middle of an overwhelming mass of people; the Jalsa was organized so well.
 My memories from Jalsa Salana 2017 will be cherished for the rest of my life.
 Since the first time I came to Jalsa Salana UK, I knew that I will always do any financial
sacrifice necessary to come to the next Jalsa Salana. To meet sisters from all over the world that
speak different languages, but we are unified in our love for our beliefs.
 Words can only begin to describe the Jalsa Salana UK experience. The fact that Ahmadiyyat
extends to every corner of the world and being able to physically see and spirituality experience
it is breathtaking! The Khalifa (may Allah be his helper) gave specific instructions in many
areas that I will apply in my daily life.
 As a non-Ahmadi, the Jalsa was an experience of a lifetime. There was so much unity &
kindness. Of course, being in the presence of Huzoor was one of the highlights of our trip. We
were put at ease with his calm and cheerful demeanor.
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 When attending UK Jalsa expect the unexpected! You never know who you will meet and the
connections formed with either your own delegation or other international delegations. I am,
Alhamdulillah, a returning US delegate and have connected with new converts from my own
country and other members from France, Spain, Mexico, Guatemala, and Canada and also
volunteers from London this year during the 3 days of Jalsa! In this short span of time my
jama’at family continues to grow. Insha’Allah, these connections will form into everlasting
bonds of friendship.
 My time spent as a US delegate at UK Jalsa was a special one for me. I was able to see with my
own eyes how Ahmadiyyat is in another part of the world. The UK Jalsa and staying at Jamia
were amazing experiences. The hospitality of the volunteers was second to none. Meeting and
spending time with new converts from USA in Jamia was especially rewarding - laughs were
had and tears were shed, all while forming a lasting bond. My two favorite moments of Jalsa
(which brought tears to my eyes incidentally) was the International Bai'at and watching the
women and girls perform Nazms for Huzooratba after the Ladies Session.
 I had the most wonderful time at Jalsa Salana UK, Alhamdulillah. The hospitality team was
spectacular! I felt so happy and grateful I was able to see Huzooratba and pray behind our
beloved Imam. One of the highlights of my Jalsa experience was meeting sisters from all
corners of the world and forming bonds I would not have been able to form anywhere else!
 For me the International Bai’at was the most riveting moment of Jalsa Salana UK. In that
moment, it seems like we all stop and realize Allah Almighty’s Immense Grace and Power. It is
life changing! And rinses away all distractions and doubts. I am so grateful to have witnessed so
many people from all over the world taking this pledge together.
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Ijtema’at Matters
“Sufficient for us is Allah and an Excellent Guardian is He.”

Lajna & Nasirat East Coast Ijtema 2017
Approximately 1,300 Lajna and Nasirat members attended the
East Coast Ijtema, which took place at Bait ur-Rahman from
September 15–17, 2017, Alhamdulillah! Throughout the
weekend, presentations were delivered on a variety of topics
relating to the theme, “Sufficient for us is Allah and an
excellent Guardian is He.” In the Lajna session, some of the
presentations included a workshop on ‘Spiritual Benefits &
Obligations in Financial Sacrifice,’ ‘Impromptu Reflections’ in
both English and Urdu, a panel discussion on ‘What will you
bring to your Marriage?’ a jeopardy game, and a presentation by
Lajna 15–25 on ‘Islam’s Response to Social Injustice.’ There
was also a very inspiring and thought-provoking speech by
Syeda Tahira Siddiqua Nasir Sahiba.
During the breaks, various Majalis from across the east coast
participated in fundraising by selling items such as: cake pops,
mango lassi, pakora, pizza, cotton candy, and more. There was
also a handicraft competition amongst the Majalis.
The Nasirat members held a separate session including
competitions for the memorization of the Holy Qur’an,
handicrafts and indoor games, Impromptu speeches, a panel
discussion on ‘Adopting the Qualities of the Holy Prophetsaw,’
and presentations on ‘Hazrat Khalifatul Masihatba as Our Perfect
Role Model,’ ‘Healthy Food Choices,’ ‘The Beauty and Wisdom
of Qur’anic Teachings,’ and ‘Attributes of Allah.’ Nasirat from
19 Majalis also prepared a tarana (group poem) along with a
banner that they presented in front of the Lajna on Sunday.
National Sadr Lajna Ima’illah, Saliha Malik Sahiba, gave the
closing comments on “Forgiveness and Reconciliation”
capturing Huzoor’s recent sermon of 8/18/17, and emphasized
the deeper work of Sisterhood and resolving social injustice in
being to “repel evil with that which is best…” (Holy Qur’an
41:35).
Alhamdulillah, the Ijtema was a great success. May Allah enable
us to hold such educational and spiritual events in the future.
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Majalis that participated in Nasirat
Tarana
● Baltimore
● Boston
● Brooklyn
● Central Jersey
● Harrisburg
● Laurel
● Lehigh Valley
● North Jersey
● Philadelphia
● Potomac
● Queens
● Research Triangle
● Silver Spring
● Staten Island
● Virginia Central
● Virginia North
● Virginia South
● Washington D.C.
● Willingboro
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Nasirat Qur’an Competition
Ages 7-9
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

1st - Iman Hayee – VA South
2nd - Saffiyah Ammar – Baltimore, MD
3rd - Asifa Mirza – VA North
3rd - Javeria Nasir – Philadelphia, PA
Special Mention - Noorul Ain Naeem – VA South
Special Mention - Zara Ahmad – VA South
Special Mention - Arshia Asif – VA South

Ages 10-12
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

1st - Eshal Enka – Silver Spring, MD
1st - Tanzeela Virk – VA South
1st - Elham Mahmood – VA South
1st - Huda Mahmood – Queens, NY
2nd - Nyla Chaudhry – Potomac, MD
2nd - Razia Faizan – VA South
3rd - Maria Malik – Central Jersey
Special Mention - Sehrish Tehseen – Willingboro,
NJ
Special Mention - Anam Bhatti – VA North
Special Mention - Awa Nyangado – Silver Spring,
MD
Special Mention - Zobia Farhan – VA North
Special Mention - Feeman Anam – Washington DC

Ages 13-14
●
●
●
●

1st - Abia Virk – VA South
2nd - Zinnia Virk – VA South
3rd - Sameen Hannah – VA South
Special Mention - Sara Hayee – VA South
● Special Mention - Maha Laiq – VA Central

Lajna Matters – November 2017
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Midwest Regional Ijtema
By the grace of Allah, the Midwest Region held Midwest
Lajna and Nasirat Ijtema at Bait-ul Jaamay Mosque in
Glen Ellyn, IL from August 11-13, on the theme
“Sufficient for us is Allah and an excellent Guardian is
He.” Respected National Sadr Lajna, Saliha Malik Sahiba,
presided over the event, which included several insightful
presentations and activities and a successful Meena Bazaar
on Saturday. Alhamdulillah, 19 Majalis were represented
from the Midwest Region. There were approximately 299
Lajna, 95 Nasirat and 9 Guests from other Majalis present
during the weekend. The Midwest region raised $498 to
contribute towards Lajna Hall Fund. Alhamdulillah!
After opening the session with Holy Qur’an and Welcome
Comments, the event started with an engaging icebreaker
activity followed by an impromptu speech workshop. The
topics were chosen in a way that would encourage
productive discussions amongst Lajna members, providing a venue for sharing ideas related to issues in
our daily life. The first presentation on “Divine Blessings on Ibadur Rehman (Servants of God)” gave
important reminders of how the various prophets of Allah trusted in Him completely. A very insightful
presentation “Unveiling the Complexities of Purdah” highlighted the importance of Purdah from two
very different backgrounds and perspectives.
The following day included presentations on:
v “Am I an Instrument of Peace” – how to establish peace according to the true teachings of
Islam.
v “Financial Sacrifice” The presentation highlighted on the significance of obedience to Nizam-eJama’at in terms of our obligatory chandas.
v A jeopardy session was conducted with questions from selected sermons of Huzooratba.
v “Social Injustice: Changing the world using Islamic principles
one family at a time”.
v “Islamic Hygiene: Importance of Physical Cleanliness to
achieve Spiritual Purification.” The presentation was
followed by an enlightening question and answer session.
v Educational quiz on “The Will” by the Promised Messiahas
v Nasirat and Lajna workshop activity brought the girls and
women together in a challenging mind game.
v Respected Sadr Sahiba took the opportunity to have lunch
with Lajna 15–25 and engaged in thoughtful conversation
with them. She also had dinner with the local Sadran of the
three regions.
v There was a bustling Meena Bazaar in the afternoon.
On Sunday we engaged in an interactive discussion on “Matrimonial
Harmony” based on a remarkable presentation on the issues of joint family system. Then National
Tabligh Secretary, Sister Dhiya Bakr, honored Nau Mubaiyat in the Midwest region in a moving
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workshop. All the Nasirat joined Lajna with their Parade and Tarana. Their songs filled our hearts with
joy.
In her closing remarks, ‘Barter not the Covenant of Allah for a Paltry Price’, Respected National
Sadr Lajna, Saliha Malik Sahiba, emphasized the need for sincere prayers, especially in these troubled
times, and the importance of understanding and practicing the Conditions of Bai’at in reference to
Huzoor’satba recent Friday sermon of August 11, 2017. We concluded the blessed weekend with silent
Prayer. Our Midwest sisters returned to their homes safely with their hearts revived and filled with love
for Islam Ahmadiyyat and Khilafat.

West Coast Ijtema
By the Grace of Almighty Allah, the West Coast Regional Ijtema of Lajna Ima’illah & Nasirat ul
Ahmadiyya took place at the Bait-ul-Baseer Mosque in Milpitas, CA, from August 25 – 27, 2017, on
the theme, “Sufficient for us is Allah and an Excellent Guardian is He.” National Sadr Lajna, Saliha
Malik Sahiba, presided over the event. There were 275 Lajna and Nasirat from the three West Coast
Regions including Southwest, Northwest and Pacific Northwest, which involved 13 Majalis. Highlights
of the program included:
Nasirat Ijtema:
v Competitions were held on Holy Qur’an Memorization, Poem, Speech, Taleem Quiz and
Banner Parade on the theme of the Ijtema
v Workshops on:
o “Al Khabeer, Al Hadi” – He Knows and He Guides
o Logging into Allah through Salat
v Sports and Games Competitions
Lajna Ijtema:
v Presentations and workshops were conducted on:
o Hardships of Prophets and Divine help
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o Attaining attributes of Al-Muhaimin in conjunction with facing the current state of
worldwide fear
o Significance of reliance on Allah for women
o Humanity First Documentary and Panel Discussion
Holy Qur’an memorization with translation and poem competitions
Sports competitions included badminton and basketball
Iron Chef competition
Bait Baazi and a lively Meena Bazaar

In her closing remarks, ‘Barter not the Covenant of Allah for a Paltry Price’ National Sadr Lajna
emphasized the need for sincere prayers, especially for these troubled times, and the importance of
understanding and practicing the Conditions of Bai’at. In her spontaneous Quiz on the Ten Conditions
the Nasirat were clearly ahead in knowing the answers! The meeting closed with Silent Prayers.
One hundred and twenty-five plus members traveled to the Ijtema from Bait ul Hameed mosque, Chino,
CA, in eight vans altogether. This was a bonding experience for Lajna and Nasirat as many discussions
of the workshops as well as the literature presented at the Ijtema took place during the drive. A van also
traveled from Seattle taking two days for the journey! Members departed with warm hugs, peaceful
blessings and lunch bags. May Allah reward all the organizers, team members and participants
abundantly. May He enable us all to live our lives according to the peaceful teachings of Islam and to
carry out our responsibilities in the best possible manner, Ameen.

Upstate Northeast and Upstate NY Regional Ijtema
By the Grace of Allah, the two Regions; Upstate NE and Upstate NY came together in the Baitul Ihsan
Mosque, Syracuse on June 30 – July 2.
National Sadr Lajna, Saliha Malik Sahiba presided over the three-day event. There were eighty-one
Lajna and nineteen Nasirat from Syracuse, Binghamton, Buffalo, Rochester, Hartford, Fitchburg,
Boston and Albany.
After a “getting to know you” ice-breaker, there were several spiritually uplifting interactive
presentations spaced over the weekend:
v The Power of Prayers
v The Will
v Purdah and the use of Social Media
v A Kahoot quiz on the book ‘Our Teaching’
v “Lajna Real Talk” on Purdah – panel discussion
v The Fifth Condition of Bai’at
On Saturday morning Lajna and Nasirat held their competitions on Tilawat, speech and Nazm, which
were all related to the theme, “Sufficient for us is Allah and an Excellent Guardian is He.” There was
a wonderful Meena Bazaar with food items, clothes and jewelry during the tea break on both days.
Sadr Lajna Ima’illah Saliha Malik Sahiba addressed the members in her closing comments “Barter not
the Covenant of Allah for a Paltry Price” reminding us of Allah’s promise to the Promised
Messiahas, “I shall Myself protect all those who are in this House,” and she emphasized the need for
sincere prayers to keep us safe and close to Allah in these troublesome times, Insha’Allah. We all
reflected on the Ten Conditions of Bai’at taking time to ponder over each condition and assess our level
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of commitment. This Ijtema brought all of us together especially our young people in a strong bond of
sisterhood, Alhamdulillah.
Some Highlights of the Nasirat program, apart from their competitions and awards, were:
v The stories of different prophets,
v Arts and Crafts - making bracelets
v The Movie, “Prince of Egypt” – the story of Hazrat Mosesas
We offered our profound appreciation to Syracuse Sadr Lajna and her team for their delicious home
cooking and thoughtful hospitality, and to the Jama’at President who led all of the prayers in
congregation and gave Dars after Fajr Salat. May Allah Bless them in abundance, Ameen.
Houston North, TX
Despite flooding around the city, Lajna members held a successful local Ijtema with sixty-three
members present. The event began with Holy Qur’an competition, followed by an interactive Tarbiyyat
Quiz competition, then speech competition on social injustice from Lajna 15–25 and a presentation on
financial sacrifices, which sparked great questions and discussions. Lajna discussed ways to assist with
Hurricane Harvey relief efforts. Our local Lajna Sadr gave concluding remarks on “Sacrificing Time in
the way of Allah.
Austin, TX
Alhamdulillah, a large number of Lajna attended the Ijtema. The annual report of the previous year was
presented to highlight the achievements of each department. Lajna watched the national Sisterhood
directive videos and participated in the workshop. The Ijtema also included a successful fundraiser with
food as well as other items like plants, handmade soaps, clothing, etc.

You should attend the gatherings of such
people that when you see them it reminds
you of God Almighty, and their discussion
increases you in religious knowledge and
whose deeds remind you of the Day of
Judgment.
“Sufficient for us is Allah and an Excellent
Guardian is He.”

-- Holy Prophet Muhammadsaw
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Taleem Matters
Speech Competition Results
The Taleem Program for Quarter #2 (July 2017 to September 2017) included holding a speech
competition at the Majlis level on the following topics:
v Islamic laws of inheritance support women’s rights and a healthy society
v Rights and status given to women by Islam
Bay Point, CA
• 1st Seenam Shah
• 2nd Zeenat Sohail
• 3rd Ansa Mahmood
LA Inland, CA
English
• 1st Huma Malik
• 2nd Amna Khan
• 3rd Shazia Khan
Urdu
• 1st Aisha Sami
• 2nd Rehana Yasmin
• 3rd Tahira Chaudry
Oshkosh, WI
English
• 1st Khullat Mubarika
• 2nd Midat Ahmad
• 3rd Muzzaffarah Mashood
Urdu
• 1st Saima Ateeq
• 2nd Khuala Ahmad
• 3rd Nusrat Basit

Virginia South
English
• 1st Saadia Nawal
• 2nd Amtul Shakoor
• 3rd Durreshewar Butt & Mehwish Pall
Urdu
• 1st Amtul Hameed
• 2nd Aroosha Sadaf
• 3rd Hania Gondal &Aleena Waqar
Dayton, OH
• 1st Maria Shahid & Alisha Syed
• 2nd Neha Shahid
• 3rd Maryam Al Khaliq & Essoulla Al
Khaliq
Virginia Central
• 1st Maham Khan & Fazeela Wadan
• 2nd Hurmet Ahmad & Ujala Yousuf
• 3rd Saba Amjad & Roomana Rameez
Virginia North
• 1st Aamna Bhatti & Haiya Mirza
• 2nd Sabeen Raja
• 3rd Aamna Suhail

*** Please send in the speech competition results for your Majlis if you have not already done so.
This should include the names and specific topics addressed of the top 3 winners. ***

Taleem Test Results Correction
The Taleem department would like to make a correction to the test results printed in the last issue of
Lajna Matters. The Laurel Majlis achieved a 99% participation rate in the test and not 35% as was
incorrectly printed. We apologize for this error.
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Jalsa Seeratun Nabi – On the Life and Character of the Holy Prophetsaw

Verily you have in the Prophet of Allah an excellent model, for him who fears Allah and
the Last Day and who remembers Allah much (33:22).
All Lajna Majalis are reminded to hold special Seeratun Nabi Jalsa’s and events to educate Lajna and
non-Ahmadi guests on the exemplary life and character of our beloved Holy Prophet Muhammadsaw.
This year’s Jalsa should address the topics of: Peace and Liberation of Women. After holding your
event, please remember to send the Taleem department a brief summary of the event at
(taleem@lajnausa.net).

Upcoming Book Reading
We will begin reading Noah’s Ark (Kashti Nuh)
written by the Promised Messiahas. Please find the
book at:
https://www.alislam.org/library/books/Noahs-ArkKashti-Nuh.pdf

“The quest for knowledge is incumbent upon every
Muslim from cradle to grave,” said the Holy Prophet of
Islam Muhammadsaw.
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Tarbiyyat Matters
O ye who believe! let not one people deride another people, who may be better than they,
nor let women deride other women, who may be better than they. And defame not your own
people, nor call one another by nicknames. Bad indeed is evil reputation after the profession
of belief; and those who repent not are the wrongdoers.
O ye who believe! avoid most of suspicions; for suspicion in some cases is a sin. And spy not,
nor back-bite one another. Would any of you like to eat the flesh of his brother who is dead?
Certainly, you would loathe it. And fear Allah, surely, Allah is Oft-Returning with
compassion and is Merciful (Holy Qur'an, 49:12-13).
Do you ever have trouble keeping the above verses in mind, especially when in the company of
talkative friends or when chatting on social media?
If so, keeping the “Triple Filter Test” in mind may help.
During the golden Abbasid period, one of the scholars in Baghdad, the capital of the Muslim
caliphate at that time, was reputed to hold knowledge in high esteem.
One day an acquaintance met the great scholar and said, “Do you know what I just heard about
your friend?”
“Hold on a minute,” the scholar replied. “Before telling me anything I'd like you to pass a little
test. It's called the Triple Filter Test.”
“Triple filter?”
“That's right,” the scholar continued. “Before you talk to me about my friend it might be a good
idea to take a moment and filter what you're going to say. I call it the triple filter test.
The first filter is Truth. Have you made absolutely sure that what you are about to tell me is
true?”
“No,” the man said, “actually I just heard about it and...”
“All right,” said the scholar. “So you don't really know if it's true or not. Now let's try the
second filter, the filter of goodness. Is what you are about to tell me about my friend something
good?”
“No, on the contrary...”
“So,” the scholar continued, “you want to tell me something bad about him, but you're not
certain it's true. You may still pass the test though, because there's one filter left: the filter of
usefulness.
Is what you want to tell me about my friend going to be useful to me?”
“No, not really”
“Well,” concluded the scholar, “if what you want to tell me is neither true nor good nor even
useful, why tell it to me at all?”
Why Indeed!
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LISTENING TO FRIDAY SERMONS
The following Majalis reported more than 70% of their membership listening to Hazrat Khalifatul
Masih V’satba sermons regularly:

July 2017

June 2017
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Laurel
Baltimore
VA South
Columbus
Detroit
NJ Central
Middleton
Bronx
Houston Cypress
Kentucky
Alabama/TN
Orlando
Charlotte
Las Vegas
Oshkosh

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Baltimore
Washington DC
VA South
Detroit
Ft. Worth
NJ Central
Houston Cypress
Kentucky
Alabama/TN
Charlotte
Hartford
Oshkosh

August 2017
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Baltimore
Laurel
Washington DC
VA South
Detroit
NJ Central
Middleton
Dallas
Houston Cypress
New Orleans
Ft.Worth
Alabama/TN
Kentucky
Charlotte
Oshkosh
Buffalo
Iowa
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Tabligh Matters
“O ye who believe! Be strict in observing justice, and be witnesses for Allah, even though it be against
yourself or against parents and kindred…” (4:136).
In an excerpt from Khalifatul Masih Vatba Khutba on 11/25/16: Huzooratba stated; “…The high
standards of justice must be upheld invariably. So, when we set these high standards among
ourselves, only then shall we be able to tell the world that we are the ones, who by bringing about a
change in ourselves, by acting on the Islamic teaching, have the courage to dispense justice and we
do it even to our enemies…We are doing this because we have to lead the world in the future.”
Islam means peace and it embodies justice. Therefore, our obligation is to impart Islam through
Tabligh, and collectively as Ahmadis reflect such a radiant light of Allah’s attributes that even the blind
can sense the presence of Allah. Thus, the Tabligh programs for the months of July, August and
September were dedicated to Islam’s response to social injustice caused by Islamophobia. Majalis were
encouraged to abate Islamophobia by creating activities for people to meet Muslims and show how true
Islam embraces diversity, inspires unity, promotes self-improvement and creates peace.
Dhiya Bakr
National Tabligh Secretary
Harrisburg, PA
v A local Lajna member, Farzana Safiullah was invited to the
Second Annual Pennsylvania Eid-ul-Adha dinner at the
home of Governor Tom Wolf. Several Muslim leaders
around the State attended and discussed issues with the
Governor and the First Lady. The books Pathway to Peace,
Philosophy and the Teachings of Islam, Islam and Human
Rights and the Ayesha Magazine were presented as gifts.
The Governor stated that the books would be placed in the
State Library. A beautiful thank you letter was sent by the
Governor and the First Lady. It was a unique opportunity to
present Ahmadiyyat!
v Lajna members organized and launched a “Meet Your
Neighbor” program, sponsored by the Community Responders Network, which in addition to
its primary goal of addressing bias and hate, helps diverse faith based organizations easily
connect with people from other faith organizations. This program was designed to address
several issues of race; ethnicity, beliefs, and help faith organizations better understand each
other.
v On August 20, Lajna members helped organize and participate in a
unity event called ‘The Spirit of Love and Dignity for All,” in
response to the White Supremacist, Charlottesville rally. This event
was sponsored and organized by the Community Responders
Network of Central PA (with leadership provided by two Lajna
members). Over 400 individuals attended this event, where the
message of love, peace, acceptance and unity between all
communities was declared. The information table at the event held
several Jama’at publications and flyers. Alhamdulillah!

26

Lajna Matters – November 2017
v On September 17, The Interreligious Forum of Greater Harrisburg, with the help of the local
Tabligh Secretary, held a “Harmony Walk” event in conjunction with the United Nations
International Day of Peace. The walk was to celebrate unity among people of different faiths.
Local leaders and individuals of diverse faiths
participated in the walk, which consisted of visiting
several faith buildings. The participants visited two
Churches and one synagogue and later gathered at a
local library, where individuals from Sikhism,
Baha'i and Hinduism spoke about their beliefs. The
last stop was Hadee Mosque, where after a brief
introduction, the guests were invited for a light
lunch. The event was wonderful and many people
from the community were able to learn about the
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community.

Zion, IL
On September 30, Lajna members held an MTA viewing of Jalsa Salana Germany at a local library to
which members of the public were invited. The guests were fascinated by Khalifatul Masih V’satba
speech on Global Peace. Following the viewing, a panel of Lajna members addressed the guests’
questions. They expressed their appreciation for the opportunity to learn about Islam, saying that they
now felt comfortable and well informed about the true beliefs of Islam.
Baltimore, MD
The Cockeysville Library director discussed the role the media plays in the perception of Muslims. This
lead to an organized series of Tabligh opportunities entitled Voices of our Community. People from
the Christian, Jewish and Muslim faiths were invited to speak. The topics discussed were: Religion and
Media, Religion and Women, Religion and War and Religion and Peace. By the Grace of Allah, this
initiative was a great success! The library hall was filled with a large number of guests and the
Question and Answer session was so fruitful that it ran over time. Frequent letters were written to
Khalifatul Masih Vatba, requesting prayers for the success of the Tabligh program.
Orlando, FL
The Deacon of the Episcopal Church of the Resurrection
invited Lajna members to speak to their congregation
about Ahmadiyyat in Islam and to share a potluck dinner.
The topics presented and discussed were: Introduction of
Ahmadiyyat, Advent of the Promised Messiahas and his
message, Khalifatul Masih Vatba mission to spread peace
in the world, clarifying misconceptions of Islam, the
concept of Purdah in various religions, the Virgin Mary,
Ahmadis service to the world such as Humanity First and
persecution of Ahmadis. Four Lajna members participated in the
discussion and by the grace of Allah; the ladies from the Episcopal
Church were very receptive and engaged during the question and
answer session.
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Virginia Central
Lajna members gathered with a group of Mormon
women to engage in an interfaith dialogue. The
women asked the younger Lajna members many
questions about marriage, which were answered
articulately from an Islamic perspective. Other topics
discussed were ‘respect of humanity,’ ‘activities at
the Mosque’ and ‘future ideas for collaboration.’ In
turn, the Mormon women shared their beliefs and
way of life. Alhamdulillah, both Lajna and Nasirat
members contributed collectively to make this event
a success.
Dayton, OH
Due to the growing popularity of the Women’s Interfaith
Group, initiated by Lajna Ima’illah, members were
invited to a local Church and Jewish cultural festival to
be on a panel of experts, where they discussed how and
why this group was started. After the talk at the Church,
the host, Myrna Miller commented saying: “I would like
to express my thanks & appreciation for your
willingness to share your faith and beliefs at our Lunch
& Learn at Grace UMC. The feedback Carol and I
received was very positive. Thank you for doing what
you are doing. You are appreciated more than you
know.” Attendance at these interfaith meetings has increased from 10 to 65 women. By the grace of
Allah, the group is in its third year of regular meetings. These meetings have led to valuable contacts
and friends in the Dayton Community and due to this initiative our guest attendance has also increased
at other Jama’at events.
Research Triangle, NC
Lajna members hosted an Eid Milan
party to provide an opportunity for
friends and guests to enjoy delicious
food, a display of festive clothes and
henna application. A brief introduction
about Ahmadiyyat was given to the
guests, along with a display of Jama’at
posters. A few couplets of the Qaseedah
were also recited for the guests to enjoy.
By the grace of Allah, the event was
successful and some guests were
interested in attending future gatherings. A gift bag was given to the guests
containing Jama’at literature, bookmarks and love for all bracelets.
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Philadelphia, PA
v On September 9th, in response to
the #MeetaMuslim events held
all over the USA, Lajna and
Nasirat members showed great
interest in spreading the message
of peace. They stood for hours at
various busy spots in the city and
distributed flyers propagating true
Islam.
v On September 30, 2017, members
of two Churches (Olivet Church and Shalom Baptist Church) and the neighboring Nasir Mosque
collectively held an annual interfaith program at Berrett playground in Philadelphia. Young
Nasirat members helped to set up tables and chairs in the playground. Both churches presented
their choices of music and songs as part of program. A group of Nasirat members presented a
beautiful recitation of Surah Al-Fatihah.
Oshkosh, WI
Five Lajna members participated in the Meet a Muslim Campaign to distribute True Islam flyers.
Alhamdulillah, approximately 200 flyers were handed out.
Detroit, MI
A group of Lajna and Nasirat members participated in a “Meet a Muslim” day at Oakland University
and Wayne State University. The goal was to help combat some of the negative press and stigma
attached to Muslims in the current climate. Alhamdulillah the event was a huge success. Nasirat were
enthusiastic to share their beliefs and learn more about how to convey the truth about Islam.
Silver Spring & Laurel, MD
Lajna and Nasirat members from both majalis joined neighbors of the local Mosque in a Fourth of July
parade and block party. Nasirat girls led the community in singing the National Anthem. Lajna
members spoke with their neighbors about the fundamental teachings of Islam, emphasizing the
importance of loyalty to the nation and being a good neighbor. Members distributed Ahmadiyya
Muslim Community flyers and books, and “Love for all, Hatred for none” balloons.
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Georgia & SC
An Interfaith discussion on “How to address negative feelings in our community these days” was
arranged with the ladies of the Methodist Church. Six Church members and six Lajna members
attended.
Portland, OR
Portland Majlis has a tradition of inviting guests and neighbors
every Saturday to Iftaaris during the month of Ramadhan. By
the grace of Allah, they hosted guests on five occasions,
including friends of Lajna members, contacts made with
members of other faiths, students, a member of the House
of Representatives, neighbors who saw the advertisement
through their local newspaper or who were just inquisitive
about the “open house” sign in front of the Mosque. The
sessions started off with informational speeches on topics such
as, peace, the relevance of the last ten days of the month of
Ramadhan, and observing the lunar calendar for Islamic months, and were followed by a question and
answer session.
During these gatherings, guests were given the opportunity to “talk to a Muslim” and discuss topics
as
such as, the Promised Messiah , his successors, patience and tolerance during the month of fasting,
commonalities between different religions and women’s rights in Islam. A member of the House of
Representatives, Margaret Doherty attended one of these Iftaars and said, “Islam is a beautiful
religion; it is about our relationship with God and serving humanity, unlike how it is portrayed.”
Overall, the guests were impressed with the hospitality and engaging conversations, Alhamdulillah.

Coffee, Cake and True Islam
Pittsburgh, PA
On August 29, Lajna members organized a
Coffee, Cake, and True Islam program in
response to recent global events, which
included all Pittsburgh members and eighteen
non-Ahmadi guests. Murabbi Sahib introduced
the Ahmadiyya Community and led a silent
prayer in honor of all the victims around the
world. This was followed by a discussion on the
benefits of living in a ‘colorful’ society and
how to achieve world peace. Other topics were
terrorism, racism, equality, justice, Love for All
Hatred for None, the Islamic Caliphate, and
religious freedom. During the discussions, a
spread of cake, sandwiches, and coffee was
served. By the grace of Allah, the guests were all very pleased to attend and interested in future events
at Al-Nur Mosque.
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Fitchburg, MA
At the beginning of the year, Lajna members started holding concurrent weekly Coffee Cake and Islam
meetings at the Mosque. On September 16th, two female guests visited the Mosque. One of the guests
was an elementary school teacher, who was taking a class on Islam during her graduate studies. She
was working on an assignment and had questions about women’s rights in Islam, purdah, and some
other topics. There is also a guest who now brings her three, nine-year-old triplet girls and 12-year-old
boy regularly to the Tahir Academy. May Allah guide all the guests to the truth and help the ladies of
Fitchburg continue their sincere efforts in propagating the true message of Islam, Ameen.
Milwaukee, WI
On August 19, eight Lajna members and two guests gathered for Coffee, Cake, and Islam. During the
gathering, an open discussion was held to address
misconceptions regarding Islam; how it is portrayed in the
media, as well as the veiling of Muslim women. A short
slide show with pictures of Muslim women in various
modes of purdah was shown. The attendees were asked to
write down their first response to the covered women.
Many comments were about the beauty and happiness of
the women. Subsequently, a brief synopsis on the
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community and Lajna Ima’illah was
delivered. This was followed by a discussion on the terror
attack in Spain and the ISIS ideology. The real meaning of
Jihad and who is a “real” Muslim was also addressed.
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Khidmat-e-Khalq Matters
School Supplies Drive
Potomac, MD
Lajna members packed over 300 backpacks with school supplies,
which was distributed to more than 211 families at The Frederick
Rescue Mission.
The response to the donations received was extremely positive. The
outreach coordinator wrote saying: “It was sheer joy watching kids
and parents get a new backpack…whatever is left, I will give to
local schools/teachers, who are always in need of supplies.”
Virginia Central
Lajna and Khuddam members collaborated with
the Church of Latter Day Saints in an effort to
collect and pack backpacks with school supplies to
donate to refugees that have recently settled in the
area. Lajna members assisted in collecting and
donating various school supplies leading up to the
event on August 26, 2017. The refugee women
were invited to Mubarak Mosque. By the grace of
Allah, this is the third year members of the Jama’at
have worked with the Church of Latter Day Saints, maintaining & nurturing
a strong relationship.
Philadelphia, PA
In August 2017 Lajna members organized a ‘Back2School’ drive, for which they collected school
necessities for underprivileged children.

Muslims for Life Blood Drives
LA West, CA
Lajna members continued the Jama’at tradition of honoring the victims of the tragic events of 9/11, by
holding a Muslim for Life, Blood Drive at Baitus Salam Mosque. A mobile blood van was provided by
Huntington Hospital from 9AM–3PM. Alhamdulillah, many Lajna members donated blood, as well as
community members who stopped by the mosque.
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Research Triangle, NC
On September 19th, 2017, Lajna members hosted the annual Muslims for Life
Blood Drive at the Jama’at center in Cary,
NC, in commemoration of the victims of
9/11. Arrangements were made with Rex
Healthcare for a bloodmobile to be parked
outside the center, to allow for walk-in
donors.
Lajna
members
provided
participants with refreshments, as well as
free t-shirts and literature. Alhamdulillah the
event was a great success.
Tulsa, OK
Tulsa Jama’at and the Muslim Students Association of the University of Arkansas held a joint
memorial service for the victims of 9/11 followed by a two-day intense blood drive. Our Lajna
members also helped to prepare for the drive.
The memorial event was held at 10:00 am on Sept. 11, 2017 at the Peace Fountain site where three
bloodmobiles were ready to collect blood. Chancellor of the University of Arkansas, Vice Chancellor
for Student Affairs, the Mayor of Fayetteville and other intelligentsia, a large number of students and
the press were present at the occasion. After Jama’at President, Naseer Naseem Sahib, opened the event
with a recitation of the Holy Qur’an, Chancellor Joe Steinmetz was invited to speak. He particularly
praised the efforts of the AMC and Al-Islam for this commemoration and the blood drive and quoted
the Qur'an where saving one life is considered equivalent to saving the whole world. He cited the
number of units of blood collected by the Muslims for Life campaign over the years.
Mayor of Fayetteville similarly praised these efforts and then issued a proclamation declaring Sept. 11
and 12 as the Muslims for Life 9/11 Memorial Blood Drive Days in Fayetteville. The University of
Arkansas Volunteer Action Committee Director, Angela Oxford, spoke for about 5 minutes before
Chancellor, Steinmetz was asked to lead the moment of silence in memory of the fallen.
The blood drive started right after the memorial service. We successfully collected 245 pints of blood
over the two days, out of which 120 pints were sent to Florida and 50 pints were sent to Houston for
Irma and Harvey Hurricane victims, respectively.
May Allah bless our striving to serve humanity in collaboration with many others from the local
community.

Local Khidmat-e-Khalq Efforts
Willingboro, NJ
Lajna members of this Majlis participated in a number of Khidmat-e-Khalq activities:
v Approximately eighty-five families were served food at the food pantry hosted by members of
Al-Nasr Mosque. Almost 11,465 lbs. of food were served with the help of volunteers (an
average of about 23 volunteers comprising of Lajna, Ansar, Khuddam, Atfal, Nasirat, as well as
volunteers outside of the Jama’at.
v 17-20 lbs. of bread and pastries from the Panera Bread bakery store, was delivered to
Sisterhood Inc., a number of local charities and a child day care.
v Homeopathic remedies were provided to 41 people.
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v Clothes and shoes were donated to a Mosque in Camden County.
v Lajna members attended a memorial held for 9/11 victims at JCM in Mount Laurel.
v School supplies were donated to Catholic charities.
Central Jersey
A Food Drive was held during the month of Ramadhan. Many food items were collected including, tea
bags, rice, pancake mix, syrup, mash potatoes, spaghetti, ravioli, tuna, mac and cheese, peanut butter
and jelly, and were donated to the Old Bridge Food Bank.
Humanity First, “Feed the hungry” campaign collected $3000 from 50 donors, Alhamdulillah.
Philadelphia, PA
v In September 2017 Lajna members collected donations of Pakistani outfits for sisters in
Pakistan who had requested formal wedding outfits
v Donations were also collected for victims of Hurricane Harvey.
Silver Spring, MD
By the grace of Allah, members delivered food for 50 men, women, and children at Grassroots Crisis
Center.
LA West, CA
Two Lajna members volunteered at the Women’s Health Camp in
Guatemala; serving as a Registered Nurse, and as a
Photographer/Blogger for the Humanity First webpage. The LA West
Majlis donated three suitcases, packed with children’s clothing. Over
1200 patients were screened for cancers, which primarily affected women
and received general health consultations, as
well as free medications. The local television
and media noted the contributions made by
Humanity First, after interviewing volunteers
in July, September, and August 2017.
Baltimore, MD
v Every month, the Khidmat-e-Khalq secretary distributes 300 sandwiches to the hungry and
sends groceries to the local shelters.
v Lajna members also visited the elderly and sick, both in their homes and in hospitals. They
provided them with food and assisted with any difficulties they had.
Dayton, OH
Every week approximately 60 meals are served to the homeless and the needy
in the Dayton area through Humanity First and a local food project called Food
for the Journey Project. The meals are served at the Fazle Umar Mosque.
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Detroit, MI
v Members continued to organize pop up soup kitchens to help feed the hungry, a project that was
initiated during the holy month of Ramadan. Members have also aimed to serve the poor by
funding 40lbs. of chicken on a monthly basis to the Detroit Rescue Mission to help them feed
their homeless clientele.
v A Lajna member attended a Detroit Lions Courage House dinner at Ford Field for a
fundraising event in support of Haven (a first response shelter for abused women and children).
As the only Muslim woman attending the event, it was an effective representation of how
women in Islam are active and productive members of society, Alhamdulillah.

Hurricane Relief Efforts
Central Jersey
Hurricane Harvey was the first major hurricane to hit the
United States, since Hurricane Wilma in 2005. In a fourday period, many areas received more than 100 cm of rain
in Eastern Texas and Louisiana, as well as areas in Central
America. Hurricane Harvey hit on August 25, 2017 and
did not completely dissipate until September 3, 2017. On
Eid-ul-Adha, Lajna members managed to raise $1,130 for
the victims of the hurricane. Eighteen Lajna members
generously donated towards this cause.
Houston North, TX
In August 2017, Houston was hit by one
of the most devastating Hurricanes,
Hurricane Harvey. As soon as the storm
passed, Lajna members from the Houston
North Jama’at began working under
Humanity First to help the flood victims
around
their
neighborhoods
and
community. Supplies such as, diapers,
baby food, undergarments, socks,
toiletries, snacks, water, cleaning
supplies, personal hygiene items,
blankets and pillows were donated. By the grace of Allah, Lajna 15–25 and Nasirat girls helped sort
and organize the supplies so they could be distributed easily. Survival kits were also made for those in
need, containing toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo, sanitary pads, deodorant, and lotions, etc. for more
than 200 individuals. After organizing the items at the Mosque, Lajna and Khuddam members
distributed supplies in one of the hardest hit areas of Houston to approximately 150 families. Some
members helped by cooking food at the Mosque for all the volunteers, feeding 40-50 volunteers daily
for almost 2 weeks.
Houston South, TX
Members actively participated in Hurricane Harvey relief efforts by providing many food items,
children's bedding/clothing and adult clothing to different distribution centers and shelters. Many
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helped their neighbors with groceries and served them hot meals. Lajna also hosted Humanity First
volunteers from outside Houston. About 10-40 volunteers provided hot meals during their volunteering
efforts.
Austin, TX
The catastrophic flooding caused by Hurricane
Harvey resulted in a devastating amount of damage
for communities around Houston. Lajna helped by
responding to the call of the Mayor of Austin, by
preparing survival kits for Hurricane Harvey evacuees.
Lajna prepared 20 complete survival kits, which they
delivered to the local collection center. Each kit
contained a personalized, inspirational message for the
recipient. In addition, Lajna members also signed up as
volunteers on-call with the Austin Disaster Recovery
Network.
The Austin Muavina Sadr PA coordinated with a local schoolteacher who was collecting clothes and
food items to personally deliver to Mexico Earthquake survivors. Within a few hours members had
collected a substantial amount of donations including clothes, shoes and food items, Alhamdulillah.
May Allah reward them for their sacrifice of time and money.
Cypress Houston, TX
Lajna cooked food for Humanity First workers who were volunteering for rescue work after
Hurricane Harvey. Our Lajna provided food continuously for two weeks to two families, displaced by
the disaster.
Dayton, OH
The entire Dayton community was involved in a donation drive to help victims of Hurricane Harvey.
Supplies such as, water, diapers, bedding and monetary donations were provided. Lajna was
instrumental in spreading the word about the drive and in helping to navigate the aid that was donated.
Orlando, FL
Lajna members displayed true sisterhood pre-/post-Hurricane Irma, by each member participating in
their own capacity to serve within and outside the community. Before the storm, members helped
provide meals and accommodation to those living alone and those who had migrated northward, and
also to Humanity First volunteers. By the grace of Allah, sisters of the Jama’at prayed and looked
after the wellbeing of one another during the storm, always staying in touch. Every Ahmadi in Florida
was witness to the Allah’s mercy as the path of the storm changed last minute and all remained secure.
After the storm, several Lajna members volunteered in Tampa and Jacksonville with Humanity First,
to aid communities in the cleanup of homes. Others helped look after volunteers by providing fresh
meals and lodging, bringing to light the true spirit of sisterhood.
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Handicraft Matters
Jalsa Competition Results

Sewing

1st Place: Quilt – Austin, TX
2nd Place: Tea Cozy set – Cypress Houston, TX
Purse – York/Harrisburg, PA
Honorable Mentions
Purse by RTNC & Table Runner by VA South

st

Embroidery

1 Place: Floral Design – Cleveland, OH
Embroidered Suit – Brooklyn, NY
2nd Place: Shirt – Central Jersey
Wall Hanging – Central VA
Honorable Mentions
Parrot Embroidery by Chicago SW, IL; Cross stitch by
Pittsburgh, PA; Burlap piece by Fitchburg, MA &
Cross-stitch by Willingboro, NJ

Crochet/Knitting

1st Place: Girl's Dress – Laurel, MD
Blanket – Dallas, TX
2nd Place: Baby Set – York/Harrisburg, PA
Table Mats Set – Central VA
Honorable Mentions
Sweater Set by Rochester, NY & Grey Duster by VA South

Handicraft

1st Place: Historical Display – VA Central
2nd Place: Painting – Silicon Valley, CA
Painting – Pittsburgh, PA
Silk Scarf – VA South
Honorable Mentions
Spice Art by Long Island, NY; Pencil Art by
Alabama/TN & Painting pair by Fitchburg, MA
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Public Affairs Matters
Lajna Ima’illah 9/11 Campaign
In September 2017, the Lajna Public Affairs department organized a Loyalty to Nation campaign as
part of the annual Public Affairs program. This two-tiered program focused on introducing female
elected officials to the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community in general and Lajna Ima’illah, USA in
particular with information about the Local Lajna Majalis.

National Outreach
Lajna Ima’illah Day on the Hill, September 11, 2017
In Washington D.C., Sadr Lajna Ima’illah, Saliha Malik, together with National Lajna Secretary
Tabligh, Dhiya Bakr, National Mu’avina Sadr PA, Shazia Sohail, and her assistant, Rabia Chaudhry,
held a total of 13 meetings with female staff members of female US Senators. Sadr Lajna Ima’illah and
National Secretary Tabligh also met with Senator Maggie Hasan. In addition to introducing the Jama’at
and Lajna Ima’illah USA in the context of their Loyalty to Nation activities, the Lajna delegation
briefed the offices on the ongoing human rights abuses against Ahmadi Muslims in Pakistan.

Local Outreach
Local Mu’avina Sadran in-charge of Public Affairs and/or the Sadr’s designee organized meetings with
various local female elected officials (and/or their senior staff) that represent the different
municipalities of the Majalis, including Mayors, Council Members, School Board Trustees, State
Assembly Members, School Chancellors or County Supervisors.
Furthermore, many formed teams of local Lajna to assist in taking meetings, cultivating more member
involvement in PA work. Milwaukee Lajna delegation met with Senator Tammy Baldwin’s staff in her
Wisconsin office.
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Information Technology Matters
Lajna Ima’illah USA is blessed with having its own website with comprehensive resources for
everyone. Please visit the website at www.lajnausa.net frequently for upcoming events, regional
updates and departmental news. Utilize the resources for your local Lajna meetings, Nasirat meetings
and classes. For questions or feedback, please contact it@lajnausa.net.
Mabroor Jattala
Muavina Sadr, IT

Isha’at Matters
Jazakumullah for all your contributions to the
Lajna Matters. We look forward to more for the
next issue. If local Isha’at secretaries need help
with compiling their contributions, please contact
lajnamatters@lajnausa.net. If you would like to
write for the Ayesha magazine, please email
ishaat@lajnsausa.net.
All Lajna Sadran should have received invoices for
the Taleem & Tarbiyyat and the Nasirat
workbooks. Please do send in your payments
promptly.
For receipt books, and to order additional Taleem
and Tarbiyyat workbooks, please contact
ishaat@lajnausa.net.
As always, we look forward to your comments and feedback!
Farzana Safiullah
Secretary, Isha’at
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Health Matters
Sports Tournaments & Health Days
East Midwest Regional Sports Tournament

The East Midwest Region held its 6th Regional Sports
Tournament at Masjid Mahmood in Detroit, Michigan on
September 29 – October 1, 2017. While the region has held five
other tournaments, the excitement and fervor was similar to the
first one held in 2010 when the region, and specifically the
Detroit Majlis organized the first ever sports tournament in the
history of Lajna Ima’illah, USA. Alhamdulillah, the event was a
resounding success. Over 200 Lajna and Nasirat participated from
Columbus, Cleveland, Dayton, Detroit, Indiana and Pittsburgh
and a few guests from other Majalis, and immensely enjoyed the

activities.
The event began on Saturday morning with National Sadr Lajna, Saliha Malik
Sahiba leading the March Past with the Lajna Flag held high, while the young
girls sang a special Tarana written for the occasion. After the recitation of the
Holy Qur’an and opening comments Sadr Sahiba performed the opening
ceremonies by cutting the cake and releasing a bouquet of colorful balloons
depicting the colors of each chapter of the region. The rest of the day and the
following morning, Lajna and Nasirat busied themselves with sports and game
activities, competing with zeal yet humbled by the amazing display of
sisterhood.
Lajna Competitions:
Badminton, Basketball, Musical Chairs, Obstacle Race, Relay Race, Beads &
Bracelets, Ludo, Scrabble, Carom Board and Photography
Nasirat Competitions:
Quidditch, Dodge Ball, Musical Chairs, Hula
Hoops, Jump Rope, Relay Race, Obstacle Race,
Capture the Flag, Treasure Hunt and Banners
from each Majlis on the lovely theme of
“Sisterhood: Allah’s garden of fragrant
flowers.”
Masha’Allah 118 medals were handed out between Nasirat and Lajna
and gifts to all Nasirat participants and little children. Special Congratulations to Dayton and
Detroit for a tie in winning the trophy!
We played a pass the parcel game on Islamic General Knowledge and our Lajna 15–25 gave a
heartwarming presentation on “Self-Sacrifice: A Pathway to Allah.”
National Sadr Lajna, Saliha Malik Sahiba, concluded the event with a spiritually inspiring speech on
“Forgiveness and Reconciliation” and beautifully talked about the deeper work of sisterhood being
like a flower that gives fragrance even to the hand that crushes it.
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It was truly an inspiring event. We came together as sisters from Allah’s garden of fragrant flowers to
pray together and strengthen our bonds of sisterhood. As we vied
in sports, we laughed and celebrated together. We walked away
from the weekend happy and grateful to Allah for His
benevolence. Our sincere gratitude goes to Detroit Lajna for their
superb hospitality and hard work. Sadran from the region, their
membership and guests all came together to volunteer and help
during the course of the weekend. Without their participation and
assistance, the success of the program would not have been
possible. We hope and pray that we have the opportunity to repeat
the event for years to come, Insha’Allah.

I have just returned from what I can only describe as a most exhilarating and fun sports weekend in
Detroit where the hosts truly illustrated the true spirit of Islam and Ahmadiyyat!
**************
This was my first time attending a sports event in the USA since my move from the U.K. – I was amazed
with the sporting caliber of the ladies and Nasirat and their desire to do their very best. The spirit of all
the teams was remarkable, however our own Majlis, Pittsburgh, was the one which made me so proud
of being a member of this beautiful Jama’at.
**************
Detroit's hospitality was of sheer excellence – everyone was welcoming and ensured our every need
was looked after. Such love and dedication -Masha’Allah I was so impressed.
**************
Although exhausted after the two days, I still find myself smiling when I think of how much fun we had
and what we achieved. The theme was sisterhood and there is no denying that this objective was met
completely – Sadr Sahiba's speech echoed the importance of this and
directed us towards self-reformation once again. I left on Sunday with an
abundance of happiness in my heart.
**************
We all had a

I was so pleased and happy to attend sports day! It was my first time
wonderful
time!
and I absolutely loved it and how we shared our thoughts together. I
got to play a whole bunch of activities such as Carom Board,
Scrabble, relay races and so much more. I really enjoyed this sports
day! It was fabulous! Jazakallah!
*************
Heartfelt thanks from Cleveland Lajna, who attended the Sports Tournament this past weekend.
Alhamdulillah the event truly depicted the theme of sisterhood. Everyone who attended it benefitted
from it thoroughly: all thanks to Allah. The arrangement, food, discipline, effort and hard work put in
by all members of your Jama’at was commendable. Please accept our gratitude and appreciation on a
job done beautifully. May Allah reward you all abundantly in every way.
**************
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Jazak Allah wa Ahsan ul Jaza for such a wonderful event. We came home happy and joyful as in the
past years. Please extend our sincere and heartfelt gratitude to all members of your Lajna as well as
the Ansar and Khuddam who were also there behind the scenes.
**************
Coming to Detroit is such a pleasurable experience for all of us and it is one of the highlights for us in
Dayton. May Allah reward your efforts, your kind hearts and your gracious hospitable spirit and
continue to make it a source of blessing for the entire region. Ameen.
**************

South Region 5th Annual Sports Day

Alhamdulillah, a sports day was held in Dallas on August 19th where 110 Lajna, 48 Nasirat and 46
children from Austin, Houston North, Houston South, Cypress Houston, Dallas and Fort Worth Majalis
came together. In her opening remarks, Regional Sadr, Husna Ahmad Sahiba, mentioned verses from
the Holy Qur’an and Ahadith on remembrance of Allah during daily routine activities and importance
of a healthy life style. Members were also reminded of the theme of the year and how it was related to
the event. Dallas Sadr Sahiba gave the welcoming comments. Nasirat from Dallas Majlis recited a
Tarana that was specially composed by a Lajna member for this event while each Majlis did the March
Past around the gym. The Sports activities included Badminton, Volleyball, Dodge Ball, Basketball
Hoops, Tug of War, Jump rope, Races and board games. Children Ages 2-6 were taken to their
activities which included: circle time, reading, coloring, musical chairs, and outdoor splash pad. The
Regional Lajna Sports winner was Dallas Majlis and Austin Majlis won the Nasirat sports Champion’s
trophy for the year. Lajna and Nasirat received their participation gift that will remind them of an event
filled with sisterhood!

Chicago East 3rd Annual Health Seminar and Sports Day
On September 23, 2017, Chicago East Lajna held their annual
Local Health Seminar and Sports Day at the Ahmadiyya
Muslim Community (AMC) Center in Chicago. Thirty-Nine
Lajna and fifteen Nasirat attended the event. After Holy
Qur’an recitation, Welcoming Comments and a brief
introduction of the guest speakers, Ms. Narjis Syed MPH,
Program Manager of Community Health, conducted two
presentations:
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v Hepatitis B: The proper screening and diagnosis
of this disease, its effects during pregnancy, and
how it affects the body in general.
v Healthy Living: How to calculate our BMI and
the risk factors of obesity, how to prevent obesity
by following a healthy lifestyle, both in
childhood and adulthood.

Guest speaker Ms. Phuong Nguyen, FNP, MAT, RN,
IBCCP (Illinois Breast & Cervical Cancer Program)
IWP (Illinois Weiswomen Program) Coordinator, and
her assistant Ms. Zainab Siddiqui, IBCCP and IWP Data
Clerk presented on:
v Breast Cancer: The types of breast cancers, self-examination, screening, and symptoms.
All the presentations were very beneficial for the members to utilize in their daily lives. After a lively
question and answer session, the guests were presented a bouquet of flowers as a token of thanks from
the Chicago East Majlis. Local Sadr Sahiba thanked the guests for their time and travel and welcomed
them back to join us for future events.
The remainder of the program was spent enjoying friendly rounds of badminton, basketball, dodge ball
and table tennis. Younger girls enjoyed the hula-hoops while the older girls and Lajna participated in
musical chairs; tug of war, relay race etc. Alhamdulillah, the event was very successful and promoted
joyful sisterhood.
Austin, TX
Lajna had an excellent opportunity to spend time outdoors,
engage in health and fitness activities and strengthen the bond
of sisterhood during a field trip to Sweet Berry Farms. The
Local Sihat-e-Jismani Secretary organized a fun team
competition to find clues in a corn maze. After the maze
competition, Lajna held a short meeting followed by a relaxing
picnic, flower picking and finally a fun hayride. A memorable
day indeed!

Hartford, CT
Lajna members held an annual sports day filled with various activities, including a meal making
competition to help raise awareness for a healthy lifestyle. Members also organized a fundraiser to raise
money for the African Village fund; $350 was raised.
Houston North, TX
Lajna had their first local Sports Day, which included indoor games such as musical chairs, jump rope,
Ludo, and Scrabble, and outdoor games of basketball, and badminton. The evening ended with a hearty
dinner. We also held a Salad and Dessert competition for Lajna. One person baked cupcakes with the
Lajna logo! It was a great night for all members, women and girls, to come together and have fun.
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Nasirat Matters
Regional/Local Camps
Northwest & Pacific Northwest Regional Nasirat Camp
By the grace of Allah Almighty, the Northwest & Pacific
Northwest regions held their Regional Nasirat Camp from
August 4-7, 2017 at Bait ul Ehsaan Mosque in Seattle. There
were 29 Nasirat, 6 chaperones and 25 volunteers from
Seattle, Portland, Silicon Valley, and Bay Point Majalis at
this event.
There were four sessions planned for the four days of Camp.
Every session began with the recitation of the Holy Qur’an, Hadith, Nasirat pledge, and a poem. Girls
also offered Tahajjud and Fajr prayers followed by Dars-ul-Qur’an on Saturday, Sunday, and Monday.
After Welcoming comments on Friday, the girls participated in an icebreaker activity, attended Jumu’ah and later went to the Gym for sports.
Workshops followed on Personal Cleanliness, Recycling and Salat. There
were different trays for recyclable items, as well as a bin for compost. The
Nasirat followed this system throughout the camp and made it easier for the
volunteers to clean up afterwards, as there was hardly any trash at the end of
the camp!
For the Salat workshop, four stations were set up to divide the girls
and teach them about “Importance of Salat”, “Etiquettes of Salat,”
“Makroohat (undesirable acts) during Salat”, and “Correct postures of
Salat.”
On the second day, the girls got ready to leave for the planned hike by
6:00 am. They walked about a mile to a park that overlooked the
ocean where the group spent the morning playing different games,
collecting seashells and enjoying the fresh air. Seattle Lajna prepared a delicious lunch for them before
they headed back to the masjid.
In the afternoon the girls engaged in a workshop on “Sufficient for
us is Allah and an Excellent Guardian is He” (3:174). The Nasirat
were taught the importance of Allah’s presence in our lives and how
He is always there. This was followed by a jeopardy quiz on the life
of the Promised Messiahas, which the girls participated in
enthusiastically.
The third day workshop was “Loyalty to Nation”. The girls learned
how our religion teaches us to be faithful and loyal to the country
where we live. This was followed by arts and crafts of paper weaving
and decorating bags. They also learned how to cut shapes out of fruit to
make into different animals. The girls watched a documentary on “The
Life of Huzooratba in Ghana” and enjoyed learning new things about
Huzoor they never knew before.
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On the last day, several presentations were done on careers and making choices
in high school. The presentation topics included the running start program, getting
good grades, and then a workshop on how to build a resume. A panel with people
of different expertise answered any questions the girls had about school and
beyond.
At the beginning of this camp, Regional Sadr Sahiba emphasized the
importance of coming together for
these camps and developing bonds of
everlasting sisterhood.
Indeed, this camp was a unique
opportunity for the girls to come together and develop a love
for service in the Jama’at. It was the first time these two
regions combined to hold a Nasirat Camp. The girls shared
that it was an experience they would not want to trade for
anything else. Alhamdulillah!
Central North Regional Nasirat Camp
“Sufficient for us is Allah and an excellent Guardian is He”

By the Grace of Allah, the Almighty, the Central North Region held a Nasirat Camp at Hadee Mosque
in Harrisburg, PA on August 8-12, 2017. Thirty girls attended the camp, and there were more than 40
volunteers who worked tirelessly to make sure that all activities were fun and informative, and that all
Nasirat and Lajna were always safe.
Highlights:
v Nasirat said their five daily prayers together on time and listened to Huzoor’satba Friday Sermon.
After Fajr prayer each day, they listened to Dars and practiced reciting the Holy Qur’an.
v Workshops included Allah the Guardian, Allah the Sufficient, My Mother, and Hazrat Amman
Janra.
v Classes were held on: Salat, the History of Islam, and the History of Ahmadiyyat.
v Dr. Tahira Khalid, National Sihate Jismani Secretary, spoke about health.
v The girls enjoyed a field trip to Hershey Chocolate World.
v Other camp activities included making crafts in which the girls painted and decorated wooden
jewelry boxes, playing sports and games outside, discussing purdah with the 15–25 Lajna
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volunteers and writing letters to Huzoor atba
v They listened to a story from a local member who converted to Ahmadiyyat more than 20 years
ago.
The camp concluded with a group poem in which the
girls sang “Qur’an Sabse Acha Hai.” There were
closing comments from Central North Regional Sadr
Naseerah Bhatti Sahiba, Harrisburg Lajna President
Saima Mumtaz Sahiba, and Naib Sadr Farida Ahmad
Sahiba. The girls received a gift of chocolate and
school supplies for attending the camp. Alhamdulillah,
the camp was a great success where girls gained in
knowledge about their faith and made new friends.
Houston South
In September, the Nasirat attended the Spiritual Fitness Camp at Baitus-Samee Mosque. They took part in various sessions that enhanced
their knowledge of Islam and Ahmadiyyat.
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Ijtema’at
“Sufficient for us is Allah and an excellent Guardian is He”
Austin, TX

Nasirat participated in the 18th Annual local Ijtema of Nasirat
ul Ahmadiyya. A remarkable aspect of this year’s Ijtema was
the girls’ active participation in the planning and Waqar-eAmal for the event. A few Nasirat gathered in the mosque
with the Nasirat secretary, the day before the Ijtema and
decorated the Lajna hall with wall-to-wall balloons, paper
streamers and ribbons. A talented Nasira also displayed a
very large banner with sketches of all 18 Nasirat on it. On the
day of the Ijtema, Nasirat were welcomed into a beautifully
decorated Ijtema hall, where they participated in educational
competitions and other activities. Their excitement and
passion was worth watching and their performance at the educational competitions, workshop and
Tarana was very rewarding for Nasirat Secretary and all mothers. All Nasirat received medals for their
performance and participation in the Ijtema. May Allah continue their steady progress towards Islam,
Ahmadiyyat, and most of all Love for Allah Ta’la.
As a handicraft activity, Nasirat decorated toy medals and made gifts for small children at Nasirat
Annual Ijtema. They also helped out in entertaining children with games and activities. They showed
the true spirit of being Nasirat by ensuring that their younger brothers and sisters do not feel left out
when they get awards.
Silver Spring, MD
For the East Coast Ijtema, the Nasirat prepared and presented
a banner for the Ijtema parade. They also greatly enjoyed the
arts and crafts during the Ijtema and they prepared for the
Tarana for the Nasirat parade and aided in fundraising, setup,
and cleaning.
Research Triangle, NC
Eight Nasirat attended the East Coast Ijtema. They
presented a panel entitled, “Adopting the Qualities of the
Holy Prophetsaw is the Road to Self-Reformation.”
They also made a banner, participated in competitions, and
the handicraft activities.
Virginia Central
The girls participated in the East Coast Ijtema, for which they
made a banner and prepared a Tarana.
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Local Nasirat Activities
Research Triangle, NC
v The Nasirat collected school supplies for donating to Haven House in Raleigh, NC and also
donated money for the victims of Hurricane Harvey.
v At Jalsa Salana, three Nasirat volunteered in the kids’ activity area and two girls volunteered for
water duty.
v For Eid-ul-Adha, the Nasirat attended the Eid Milan event, where
they dressed up in new clothes and applied mehndi on their hands.
Laurel and Silver Spring, MD
Nasirat from both majalis came together for the Independence Day Parade.
They sang the National Anthem and truly showed their love and loyalty to
their country.
Washington D.C.
Five Nasirat joined in with twenty-five Lajna to enjoy an Eid Picnic and Nature Walk in celebration of
Eid-ul-Adha at Jones Point in Alexandria, VA. They also visited the historic Jones Point Lighthouse
during the Eid picnic.
A group discussion was conducted afterwards; regarding Hazrat Khalifatul Masih Vatba’s address to
Lajna at Jalsa Salana, Germany, the theme of which was the importance of being present in your
children’s lives.
Fitchburg, MA
The Tahir Academy held its very first graduation day. Many
Nasirat graduated from their levels and all students were
given certificates and gift bags.
v
v
v
v

3 non-Ahmadi girls moved to Level 1
3 Nasirat graduated from Level 2
2 Nasirat graduated from Level 4
Plaques were given to the two best performing
students.
Georgia & SC
For Eid-ul-Adha, the Nasirat were very excited to make 2017
Eid gift jars.

Oshkosh, WI
Nasirat took part in a Handicraft session, which was led by the Lajna. They
learned simple sewing techniques and different embroidery stitches.
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Detroit, MI
Detroit Majlis celebrated Education Day,
where the girls were recognized for all their
hard work in school. The girls learned about
the importance of education for girls, both in
school and in their spiritual knowledge. All
the students were given awards. They were
also given the opportunity to ride horses and
ponies and pet animals in a petting zoo.
v Two Nasirat made a presentation outlining the lives of Hazrat Noahas and Hazrat Abrahamas
v Each month, the Nasirat take part in a cooking class. So far, they have made a salad and trifle.
This fosters teamwork and increases the bonds of sisterhood.
Virginia South
v The Nasirat organized a Coffee, Cake and Islam event, twelve Nasirat and over 30 guests
attended the event, Masha’Allah! The local Tabligh secretary held a training session on the 11
points of the True Islam campaign for the Nasirat girls who were present at the event.
v The girls also participated in the Regional Nasirat Ijtema, with excellent performance across all
age groups.
Pittsburgh, PA
In September, Nasirat created a banner for the Regional East
Midwest Sports Tournament.
In between making the banner, (which took 7 hours!), the
Nasirat did some stretching and exercises that they could
practice at home, Masha’Allah. They won 1st place in the
banner competition!
Virginia Central
v The girls took part in a Tabligh Drive; “A Day to Serve” by donating school supplies to less
fortunate children in the local area.
v Seven Nasirat submitted articles to Al-Hilal Magazine on the topic “My Most Memorable
Jalsa.”
LA Inland, CA
Nasirat took part in a Fourth of July parade, where they helped
make banners and posters to decorate the float.
Nine Nasirat attended the Regional Ijtema, where they took part
in various competitions and won 3rd prize in the banner
competition.
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Austin TX
v Nasirat (under 10 years) accompanied their fathers to participate in the
Round Rock, July 4th parade.
v The girls participated in 5th South Regional Sports Day and with their
excellent performance brought home the Champions Trophy. Nasirat
had a wonderful time at the event with other South region Nasirat and
also learnt the lesson of sportsmanship and rewards of hard work.
v Nasirat went on their first ever Tahir Academy trip to Sweet Berry
Farms in Marble Falls with Lajna. They
were accompanied with level 1 Tahir
Academy children as well. Nasirat spent
the whole day enjoying various fun activities from a team activity
of finding clues in huge Texas corn maze to horse riding, hay
rides, petting zoo and flower picking. They also enjoyed health and
fitness activities and participated in various fun competitions.
Level 1 children had their own fun in the kid’s maze and flower
fields. It was a day filled with friendship, fun and fitness activities.
v When a young Nasira, Misbah Ahmad found out that her
teacher was collecting donations and driving to Mexico to
deliver them she took the initiative to start a donation drive in
the masjid. This small effort quickly grew exponentially and
within a few hours Lajna collected substantial donations for the
cause. Another Nasira, Maryam Zafar, travelled to Houston to
help in the relief effort for Hurricane Harvey.

Nasirat Accomplishments
Chicago East
v Labeena Ahmad, aged 9, finished the recitiaton of the Holy Qur’an.
Minnesota
v Deya Ahmed was recognized by her middle school teacher with a certificate for voluntary
counseling a distressed student who was a victim of bullying.
Virginia South
v Elham Mahmood and Sajeela Ahmad both had their Letters to the Editor published.
v Elham Mahmood’s letter was recognized as the Correspondent Letter of the Day
Austin, TX
v Nasirat received Media Watch Writer’s awards at USA Jalsa Salana
Alhamdulillah, 3 of Austin Nasirat, Amani Ahmad, Ereena Malik and Izza Ahsan received
Media Watch Writer’s awards at USA Jalsa Salana. Our Nasirat are very actively involved
in Media Watch efforts along with their Lajna mentors.
v Dania Ahmad’s article on the “Urdu” language was published in Al-Hilal.
Laurel, MD
v A Nasira was recognized for graduating from elementary school and 4 Nasirat graduated from
middle school. All received plaques from the National Taleem Department.
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Lajna 15-25 Matters
Northwest Regional Annual Retreat
In September, the Northwest Regional Annual Retreat for our Lajna 15–
25 was held at Yosemite National Park hosted by Silicon Valley and
Bay Point Majalis. Twenty-three young women participated in this trip.
The girls bonded with each other and embraced nature to its fullest
without technology for three days, observed purdah and said their
prayers regularly. Survival skills were discussed in terms of packing a
go-bag with necessities, setting up and breaking down tents, planning
out trails using mileage and estimated time, energy conservation and
endurance, personal and animal safety, communication and teamwork.
Finally, in the evening we practiced mindfulness-based breathing
exercises to establish daily focus on Allah and during prayers. Everyone
enjoyed taking part in building a fire at least once, setting up/cooking
balanced meals, and cleaning up campgrounds all the while debriefing
and planning their next destination. The days were packed with
things to do initiated by the young women. With the help of
their camp leader (chaperone), each group had to carefully plan
their destinations. On average all the girls visited at least two
major sites a day depending on the level of difficulty of the
hike, including Mirror Lake/Meadow Trail, Glacier Point,
Yosemite Falls, El Capitan, Vernal Falls and Mist Trail.
Throughout the days, the girls connected with their camp leader
and engaged in both spiritual and worldly conversations,
Alhamdulillah.

Upper Midwest and West Midwest 15–25 Regional Camp
By the Grace of Allah, the West Midwest and Upper Midwest Regions joined together for a 15–25
Camp hosted by Milwaukee Majlis on September 30, 2017. There were 12 Lajna 15–25 members from
Oshkosh, Milwaukee, Zion and Chicago North Majalis at the event. After Holy Qur’an and Welcoming
Comments and a getting to know you ice breaker, the young women went to an escape room to practice
team building. It was a very exciting and fast paced activity they all enjoyed.
The afternoon was spent in volunteering for a local nature center by cleaning leaves and helping them
prepare for an event. After an ice-cream treat the girls retuned to the mosque for an interactive
workshop on some challenging issues that they face, such as Polygamy, Purdah and how to deal with
Islamophobia when our President ran on an anti-Muslim platform? They learned how to respond to
allegations against Islam. The meeting concluded with silent prayer and was a very successful occasion.
Queens, NY
Our young women drove to upstate New York for a three-day camping trip. The camp site was located
in Barryville, New York, on a site called Camp Kittatinny. After arriving on Friday, setting up the tents,
and having an early lunch, the members offered congregation Zuhr and Asr prayers. On Saturday the
entire group went rafting in the Delaware River. On Sunday, the girls went zip lining across the camp
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site. In the evenings the girls enjoyed s’mores and dinner around the campfire. After Maghrib and Isha
there were short sessions discussing issues that were interesting to the girls.
LA Inland Empire, CA
v Fourth of July Parade – By the grace of Allah, our youth
continued showing their patriotism to the country. Every
year, we all gather daily for a few weeks before the Fourth
of July at Bait-ul-Hameed and decorate a marvelous float
for the Fourth of July Parade. The young women’s hard
work consisted of running back and forth to arts and crafts
stores, gluing paper crafts on the poster boards, sprinkling glitter in
specific areas of the drawing, and finally attaching the objects onto
the float. Their hard work definitely paid off! Through their sleepless
nights and hard work, they won the “All State Award,” by the
Grace of Allah. The local council and community members
recognized us on that special day. May we continue to shine and
show our great representation to the country as passionate Ahmadi
Muslims, Ameen.
v Lajna 15–25 Camp
o We started with a fun icebreaker getting to know about one
another
o An anonymous question and answer session prompted many
of our young women to ask various questions regarding
career, marriage, purdah etc.
o A guessing game engaged the girls as they were handed
deflated balloons filled with unknown items inside!
Everyone had to write down what they thought was inside
the balloon.
o They watched a slideshow that portrayed young women
doing various Khidmat-e-Khalq activities locally with
various charities and having fun together in their many
outdoor picnics.
o Our day ended with a beautiful Humanity First video that
inspired many of us to go out, volunteer, and donate!
o Sixteen young women and three guests attended the event! It was a great success!
Pittsburgh, PA
v Pittsburgh Purdah Workshop – On September 10th, 2017, Pittsburgh Lajna conducted a
presentation and workshop on “Purdah in the words of Khulafa-e-Ahmadiyya.” The
presentation included excerpts and video clips of various sermons of the Khalifa, explaining the
importance of Purdah. After the presentation, there were two simultaneous workshops on
Purdah for the younger group of Lajna 15–25, and the older group above 25. The conversation
in the younger group covered the topics of “Why do you hesitate about observing Purdah?”
and “The proper way of observing Purdah.” Some of the girls mentioned the peer pressure
they face within their schools and colleges, and said that since Islam has been put under a
microscope, they were scared of standing out. They were then comforted and told that
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observance of purdah is a way Allah has helped us protect ourselves. Also, that in a society
where everyone values their individuality, we should be loud and proud of being Ahmadi
Muslims and that when one decides to observe purdah, it is essentially to gain Allah’s blessings
and to follow his commandments. Some of the girls described their experiences when observing
purdah and said that they have yet to face any hatred or taunts from others. At the end of the
workshop, some younger members felt encouraged and comforted in taking the next steps
towards observing Purdah. May Allah ease their difficulties and help and protect them, Ameen.
v Lajna 15–25 – held a workshop in August on “The Rights and Status of Women given by
Islam.”

Detroit, MI
v Participation in Regional Midwest Ijtema – one young lady presented a short quiz on “The
Will,” testing how well the attendees knew the book. Additionally, a few of our young women
gave a beautiful recitation of verses from the Holy Qur’an, the translation, and hadith.
v East Midwest Regional Sports Tournament – was hosted by our Majlis from September 30th
– October 1st. Our young women did a great job organizing and overseeing the different races,
as well as volunteering for the whole weekend in various departments. On Saturday, the
program also included a Tarbiyyat presentation on Financial Sacrifice and why it is so
beneficial for us and for others, which was given by one of our young women.
Orlando, FL
v Book Club – Our young woman held their third and fourth book
club in August and September. They
enjoyed breakfast together and continued
reading
“Islam’s
Response
to
Contemporary Issues” by Hazrat Mirza
Tahir Ahmadra. Each young Lajna took part
in active discussion in relation to the
following topics: liberty and emancipation
in the context of the contemporary world, concept of blasphemy in Islam,
and inter-religious cooperation. Everyone actively participated in the
discussion on engaging topics from the book, such as liberty and emancipation in the context of
the contemporary world, the concept of blasphemy in Islam, and
inter-religious cooperation. After the book club, the young
women enjoyed a game of put-put golf. In September, everyone
discussed Surah Al-Hadid, verse 21 and the topics from the
assigned book, the vanity of a materialistic society and its
ultimate destination. After the book clubs ended, the young
women prayed in congregation. They baked delicious lasagna,
enjoyed playing board games and watched a movie during a
sleepover
v In preparation for Eid-ul-Adha, our young women took part in
Waqar-e-Amal to clean, setup and decorate the mosque. They
also made and distributed goody bags for the children.
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Virginia South
v This quarter, eight articles have been published in local newspapers on topics including Public
Affairs, Khidmat-e-Khalq and Tabligh under the guidance of the Media Watch department.
Alhamdulillah, Lajna members continue to write many more articles with the intent of
publication.
v Our young women organized a tree-planting event in Fredericksburg to give back to the
environment and the earth.
v A Tabligh Camp was organized by the young women in which the importance of Tabligh and
different methods of Tabligh were discussed. Twenty-four Lajna members attended. The camp
concluded with an excellent question & answer session by Imam Rizwan Khan Sahib.
Georgia &SC
Family Festival – Our young women volunteered at this event by drawing henna designs on the hands
of over fifty women and girls of all different faiths.
v Lajna 15–25 Sleepover –Eleven of our young women attended this camp held September 23–
24. They read aloud the advice of Hazrat Amman Jaan on the Tarbiyyat of young girls and
women. They played games and talked about beauty tips. On Sunday, the girls watched
Huzoor’satba concluding address delivered on the occasion of the UK Lajna Ijtema.
Philadelphia, PA
On August 24th, Lajna Ima’illah Philadelphia gave a thrilling
treat to our young women by taking them to the Six Flags
Amusement Park. They were at the park from morning till
eve; they were exhausted but it was worth every penny!
North Houston, TX
Twelve of our young women went as a group to a local indoor trampoline park. They had a chance to
catch up with each other and pack in some healthy exercise as well. All in all, it was a successful event
and everyone enjoyed it greatly!
Minnesota
One of our young women wrote an Opinion Editorial discussing the negative impact on educational
resources by President Trump's proposed education budget., which was published in the Duluth News
Tribune. The Title of the Op-ed was, "Student View: Congress Can Keep America's Future in
Mind When Considering Education Funding.”
York/Harrisburg, PA
The young women were a big help with York/Harrisburg fundraising at the East Coast Ijtema this year.
They made one hundred cake pops. The girls bought all of the ingredients and then put in the hours to
complete their task! May Allah bless our hard-working girls. Ameen.

But whoso does good works, whether male
or female, and is a believer, such shall enter
heaven... (Holy Qur’an,4:125)
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Waqifat Matters

Under the guidance of National Waqf-e-Nau Department and Sadr Lajna Ima’illah USA, National
Muavina Sadr in charge Waqifat-e-Nau, Mabroor Jattala Sahiba, organized and conducted the Third
Annual National Waqifat-e-Nau Camp from July 5 – July 12, 2017 at Bait ur Rahman Mosque in
Silver Spring, MD with the aim of increasing Tarbiyyat of the Waqifat-e-Nau girls and providing them
the opportunity to learn their Waqf-e-Nau Syllabus in a focused atmosphere. There were 74 Waqifat
representing 9 regions who registered for the camp.
Highlights of the Camp:
v Personal Goals were set, including Steadfastness in Salat, Daily recitation of the Holy Qur’an,
Speaking the truth, Improving in observance of Purdah
v Syllabus review in 3 classes (age 12-15, age 16-19, age 20-27) focused on Holy Qur’an, Salat,
Hadith, Prayers, History of Islam, History of Ahmadiyyat, Attributes of Allah, Qaseedah and
Daily Urdu Class
v The book ‘Dini-Maloomat’ was covered in multiple sessions and a Quiz administered on the
concluding day of the Camp
v A daily Social Hour was arranged to discuss any daily life challenges that our Waqifat face, i.e.
social media, peer pressure, self-image, societal ills, purdah, marriage
v The girls went on a Field Trip to Washington DC
v A Health Seminar was conducted and two off site health activities (community gym and ice
skating) and daily Sports Sessions were arranged
v 3 Handicraft activity sessions and 2 Cooking Classes were arranged.
The First Annual Career Planning Seminar was arranged during the Waqifat-e-Nau Camp for
Waqifat 16 plus on July 8, 2017. There were 35 Waqifat and 15 observers at the session. Highlights
included:
v College Application Process
v Medical School Admission Process
v A Lajna who is a physician gave a presentation on a career in medicine for Waqifat
v A Lajna member gave a presentation on the prerequisites for a teaching career
v An older Waqifa, studying for her PhD, shared how to join the field of linguistics
v A Waqifa who is a professional architect spoke on choosing a career as an architect
v A Waqifa (who has majored in Journalism) offered guidance on Journalism and
communications as a career
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v National Assistant General Secretary, Lubna Malik Sahiba, who is also a Lawyer by profession,
presented useful information on Financial Aid, Loans and Grants
v Separate tables displaying relevant material and brochures were set up for each presenter to
offer individual guidance in a break out session.
National Sadr Lajna, Saliha Malik Sahiba, participated in the final day program and addressed the
Waqifat at the concluding of the Camp. She included the inspiring words of the Promised Messiahas on
the pleasure derived from giving yourself in service for the sake of Allah.
Sincere thanks for their wholehearted interest and cooperation to the following: National Secretary
Waqf-e-Nau, Respected Hafiz Samiullah Chaudhary Sahib, his team and the following:
v Program coordinator - Sister Namoode Seher,
v Lesson Plan coordinators - Sisters Amna Ahmad (Sadr Lajna Brooklyn), Salima Malik
v Team of teachers - Sisters Sahar Choudhary (Central South Regional Sadr), Amtul Jamil,
Asma Tariq, Sadaf Noor, Bushra Waraich, Amtul Baseer, Sadiqa Hayee and for cooking
classes, National Secretary Ziafat, Amtul Baseer Zubair and for handicrafts classes, Amatul
Baseer, Mubarika Malik and Attiya Malik Sahiba
v The host Jama'at, Local Lajna Sadran and all the volunteers.

Regional Waqf-e-Nau Ijtema’at
Several Waqf-e-Nau Ijtema’at were scheduled in the month of September, 2017. The Muavina Waqifat
of all the Regions were actively involved in preparing the Waqifat for their Ijtemaat, which were all
very successful and spiritually uplifting, Alhamdulillah.

Upstate Northeast Regional Waqf-e-Nau Ijtema
The Hartford, CT Jama’at was honored to host the Upstate Northeast Regional Waqf-e-Nau Ijtema on
September 9, 2017, at Bait-ul-Aman Mosque for the very first time. There were a total of 30 attendees
of which 10 were Waqifat from Hartford, Boston and Fitchburg Majalis. All the Waqifat were very
excited to attend the Ijtema and they worked very hard to take part in all the competitions.
Highlights:
v Competitions: Holy Qur’an, Hadith, Poem/Qaseeda, Prayers, Attributes of Allah, Salat and
Religious Knowledge.
v Presentations: Two older Waqifat presented on the following topics:
o How can I achieve nearness to Allah?
o Waqf-e-Nau and responsibilities
The Workshop on the ‘Process of dedicating a child for Waqf-e-Nau Scheme’ was conducted.
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Chicago Metro Regional Waqf-e-Nau Ijtema
The West Midwest Regional Waqf-e-Nau Ijtema took place
at Masjid Bait ul Jaamay, Glen Ellyn, IL, on September 9,
2017. There were 68 members, including Waqifat, mothers,
siblings and guests, at the event. There were 33 Waqifat
from Chicago Southwest, Chicago Northwest, Chicago East
and Bloomington who participated in the competitions
and program with great interest. West Midwest
Regional Sadr, Namoode Sahar Sahiba also attended the
Ijtema and gave the closing remarks.
Highlights:
v Competitions: Holy Qur’an, Hadith, Poem/Qaseeda, Prayers, Attributes of Allah, Salat and
Religious Knowledge.
v An older Waqifa from Chicago Southwest gave a speech on the topic of ‘Steadfastness in
Salat’
v Two older Waqifat from Chicago East and Chicago Southwest gave a beautiful account on the
topic of, ‘History of Ahmadiyyat in my Family’
v ‘Learn Urdu’ from the National Waqifat Desk was presented.

Northwest Regional Waqf-e-Nau Ijtema
The Northwest Regional Waqf-e-Nau Ijtema was held at
Baitul Baseer Mosque in San Jose, CA, on September 16,
2017. There were 40 attendees, including mothers, siblings
and guests and 18 Waqifat, from Bay Point, Merced and
Silicon Valley Majalis at the event. The Waqifat
participated in the competitions and program with great
zeal.
Highlights:
v Competitions:
Holy
Qur’an,
Hadith,
Poem/Qaseeda, Prayers, Attributes of Allah, Salat and Religious Knowledge.
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v An older Waqifa from Bay Point, presented an interactive presentation on ‘Love and
Obedience to Khilafat’
v Two older Waqifat spoke on the topic, ‘History of Ahmadiyyat in my Family’
v The presentation from National Waqifat Desk ‘Learn Urdu’ was displayed
Concluding comments were given by Umber Shah, local Lajna Sadr, Bay Point, CA.

Southwest Regional Waqf-e-Nau Ijtema
The Southwest Regional Waqf-e-Nau Ijtema was held at
Bait-ul-Hameed Mosque in Chino, CA, on September 17,
2017. There were 72 members, including mothers,
siblings and guests, at the event and 39 Waqifat from LA
East, LA West, LA Inland and LA Riverside participated.
National Muavina Sadr In-charge Waqifat-e-Nau USA,
Mabroor Jattala Sahiba, presided over the occasion and
addressed the Waqifat and their mothers in her concluding
remarks. She also met with the Waqifaat's mothers to
discuss Waqf-e-Nau matters.
Highlights:
v Competitions: Holy Qur'an memorization, Prayers with translation, Hadith with translation,
Attributes of Allah, Salat, Religious Knowledge, Poems/Qaseeda.
v Two older Waqifat from LA West, of Indonesian origin gave a very inspiring presentation on
‘The History of Ahmadiyyat in my Family’ and another Waqifa from LA East of Pakistani
origin spoke on the same topic and relayed the journey of her family to Ahmadiyyat
v Waqifat from LA East and LA Inland who attended the 3rd National Waqifat-e-Nau Camp
presented their impressions of the Waqifat Camp and encouraged other Waqifat to attend the
Camp next year.

Real waqf means that a person remains steadfast,
up to his last breath, with loyalty. Despite all type
of injuries and wounds man keeps on creeping in
the way of Allah and never retreats.
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IVrh
Friday Sermon – February 10th, 1989
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Nau Mubaiyat Matters
Please welcome our new Sisters who have entered Ahmadiyyat over the past 12 months:
Albany, NY – Nadira (Jessica) Brender
Austin, TX – Casey (Rotella Cassandra)
Galos
Dayton, OH – Jaela Lewis
Hartford, CT – Sadia Saqib
Houston North, TX – Farida Welsh & Layla
Steele
Indiana – Amanda Shipley
LA Inland, CA – Sarah (Shabnum) Vazir, &
Jazmin Lupercio
LA Riverside, CA – Jumana Salameh
LA West, CA – Christiana Mark

Las Vegas, NV – Misbah (Nicole) Williams
& Channell Dixson
Merced, CA – Angelique Rosas
North Jersey – Jignyasa Desai
Orlando, FL – Suomia El Bouanani
Philadelphia, PA – Jennifer Alcalde
& Jade Newcomb
Portland, OR – Awatif Alshargabi
Potomac, MD – Sarah Bokhari
Queens, NY – Rokeya Hamid,
Myriam, Anita Ram and Shamima Akter
Silver Spring, MD – Robin Byrd

***Are you a new sister looking for ways to connect with other sisters? Then join us monthly as
we read & discuss books of the Promised Messiahas. Book Club conference calls are held the
fourth Tuesday of the month. Contact your local Sadr for particulars and the dial in number. ***

Oh Pioneer
Temporarily passing through this world
as one of Allah's precious pearls
dedicating your life
spreading the true word
Oh faithful pioneer paradise awaits
to welcome you beyond it's heavenly gates
so many of you have faded away
though you shared True Islam day by day
Oh pioneer rest assured
your propagating did not go in vain
because True Islam has grown, endured, and remained
So, rest easy pioneer
the Ahmadi Jama'at gratefully will always hold you near and
dear
by Allah's Grace...ever sustained
By Halehma Naseer, Cypress Houston
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Local Highlights Matters
Virginia Central Meena Bazaar
The Meena Bazaar was inaugurated by Syedna Apa Tahira Siddiqua
Sahiba, wife of Khalifatul Masih IIIra, who shared her fond memories
of attending many Meena Bazaars in Rabwah. Everyone enjoyed her
presence and stories very much and she graciously visited all the
various stalls which included clothes, jewelry, and household items.
Lajna 15–25 members had their own stalls for henna application,
threading, hair braiding, mystery bags, and cupcake decoration. In
addition, each Halqa had food stalls, candy and balloons for young
children.
After Zuhr prayers, the Sihat-e-Jismani secretary arranged various
games. This year, Lajna collected $2,584. May Almighty Allah bless
this humble effort.
Columbus, OH
Members organized a welcome sisterhood event for new families who
had recently moved into the area. It was wonderful to see how
everyone was ready and willing to help each other. Many enjoyed
decorating their hands with beautiful henna art. May Allah strengthen
our bonds of sisterhood and enable us to continue serving Him and
each other, Ameen.
Philadelphia, PA
Lajna members participated in a picnic and brought various food items to
share, cooked a scrumptious barbeque and had a fun filled activity at the
end of the day.
Washington, DC
During Jalsa Salana UK, Lajna and Nasirat members
gathered at the mosque to offer congregational Tahajjud
prayers, watch the preceding of Jalsa UK and take part in
the International Bai’at ceremony. The local Secretary
Ziafat made a traditional Pakistani breakfast with the
assistance of her team. Lajna members took the opportunity
to explain the significance of the International Bai’at to the
young girls present. Everyone left the event with a renewed purpose and determination to improve and
to serve the Jama’at, Ameen.
Dayton, OH
v One Lajna member introduced Pakistani culture and food in a program sponsored by a local
park called the Culture Kitchen Program. She prepared zarda (sweet rice), lassi (yogurt drink)
and matar pulao (rice with peas) which the audience enjoyed and introduced the main aspects of
Pakistani culture. Twenty ladies attended this event.
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v Nineteen Lajna and Nasirat attended the regional sports tournament, and came home with the
1st place trophy which they shared jointly with the Detroit Lajna.

Oshkosh, WI
Five Lajna and three Nasirat participated in the annual 4th of July parade this year. The Jama’at’s
presence is in these parades is always appreciated by the local community and is covered on the local
TV channels.
Virginia South
The majlis is in the process of buying a property for a mosque. Lajna members pledged to raise
$250,000 by donating cash, jewelry, selling household items, cancelling their holiday plans and giving
money to the Jama’at, hosting fundraisers, Meena Bazaars, yard sales, and food sales after Jumu’ah
prayers. Alhamdulillah, the Meena Bazaar was successful and $4000 was raised!
Silver Spring, MD
Lajna held their meeting/picnic at Cloverly Park. It was filled with
food, fun, and learning. Members were taught how to make a
miniature garden by Salma Khan.
Austin, TX
The original idea of “A Living map quilt of Ahmadiyya Mosques in
USA” was collectively decided in a Lajna meeting last year and right
away several members started on the work of designing and sewing the
quilt. Buttons, hand painted with picture of Mosques, were used to mark
locations of all Mosques in USA. The map is accompanied by a paper list
of Mosques addresses and contact information. The hard work put in by a
team of Lajna members took over one year. May Allah reward all the
members who worked on this blessed project.

Eid Milan Events
Houston South, TX
Lajna members enjoyed an Eid Milan dinner after Eid ul Fitr which was graciously hosted by a Lajna
member at her home. All the children were invited and enjoyed the planned
festivities.
Austin, TX
Lajna organized an Eid Milan Potluck in the masjid after Eid-ul-Adha. Lajna not
only feasted on the delicious foods brought by their sisters but also enjoyed the
time spent together with Nasirat playing games and reciting poetry.
Houston North, TX
A potluck style Eid Milan for Lajna was arranged with delicious signature food
items and brought to the masjid for everyone to enjoy. The evening ended with
laughs and people praising each other’s cooking skills.
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Births
May Allah bless the new arrivals and make them a joy for their parents and
families and guide them on the path of true righteousness. Ameen.
VA Central
v Zainab Naila and Omar Sultan Raja Din were blessed with a daughter, Aliya Yasmeen
v Rabia Ahmad and Anwar Ahmad Ghuman were blessed with a daughter, Mufleha Ahmad. Their
daughter was named by Huzooratba.

Silver Spring, MD
v Dr. Wajeeha Malik and Dr. Ahmad Malik were blessed with a son, Saalik Ahmad Malik.
v Shakeelah Ahmad and Usman Zubair were blessed with a son, Hasaan Afaaq Zubair.

Silicon Valley, CA
v Nadia Aqsa and Taimur Shahid were blessed with a son, Aydin Shahid.
v Olga Bajwa and Bilal Bajwa were blessed with a daughter, Zara Bajwa.

Dayton, OH
v Shamama and Atta ul Raheem Shahid were blessed with a son, Safeer Shahid.
v Naila and Daud Shahid were blessed with daughter, Sabeeh Daud Shahid.

Baltimore, MD
v Saira and Aamir Waqar were blessed with a daughter, Abeera Waqar.
v Mubashra and Abid Khan were blessed with a daughter, Zubdah Sultana Agha Khan.

Chicago East, IL
v Hiba tul Noor Khalid was blessed with a daughter, Abeer Khalid.
v Faiza Azam was blessed with a daughter, Anayah Azam.
v Syeda Rafia Rashid was blessed with a daughter, Raayaa Laiqa Syed.

Laurel, MD
v Sidrah Saeed and Abdul Hafeez Siddiqui were blessed with a son, Abdul Wasey Siddqui. He is a part of
the blessed Waqf-e-Nau scheme.
v Durreadan and Abid Saeed Siddiqui were blessed with a daughter, Sehrish Noor Siddiqui.
v Taniya Anjum and Imran Naseer Qureshi were blessed with a son, Mahir Azlan Qureshi.
v Fareeha Arooj and Musleh ud Deen were blessed with a son, Noorudeen.

Virginia South
v Saira Mansoor was blessed with a daughter, Khunssa Mansoor. She is part of the blessed Waqf-e-Nau
scheme.
v Asifa Kainat was blessed with a daughter, Zarish Ul Mulk.
v Qurat-Ul-Ain Asad was blessed with a son, Mohammad Azlaan Shafiq.
v Nadia Hammad was blessed with a son, Haseeb Ahmad Hammad, who was named by Huzooratba. He is
part of the blessed Waqf-e-Nau scheme.
v Aquila Sadiq was blessed with a daughter, Aima Ahmad.
v Atifa Adnan was blessed with a daughter, Sabeeka Ahmad. She is part of the blessed Waqf-e-Nau
scheme.
v Sajida Arsalan was blessed with a son, Safwan Ahmad.

Oshkosh, WI
v Raazia Riffat and Umair Ahmed were blessed with a son, Mutaher Salahudeen Ahmed
v Khullat Mubarika and Mehdi Khan were blessed with a son, Jalees Ahmad Khan
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v Afia Zafar and Nadeem Qaiser were blessed with a daughter, Alishba Nadeem.

Georgia & SC
v Sister Tayyaba Swain was blessed with twins, Adam Hamza Swain & Noah Alan Swain

Detroit, MI
v Nada Tahir was blessed with a daughter, Parsa Wafaa Tahir.
Queens, NY
v Binesh Nayab was blessed with a daughter.

Request for Prayers
Members are requested to remember the following in their prayers:
v Hazrat Khalifatul Masih Khamisatba and Apa Jaan
v All Ahmadis around the world, who are suffering from persecution and
oppression
v Ameer Sahib, USA
v Sadr Lajna Ima’illah, USA
v Jama’at and Lajna Office Holders
v Special Prayers are requested for our dear sisters Aliyyah Shaheed and Shakura Nooriah. May
Allah always keep them in His Loving Care.
Central Virginia
v Prayers are requested for Zia Anwer and Anwer Ansari’s youngest son, Faizan. He had a heart
procedure and has still not completely recovered.
v Prayers are requested for Rabia Khan’s mother in law, Tahira Tasneem who is suffering from
health problems.
v Prayers are requested for Aqeela Malik and Naveed Malik, who are suffering from health
problems.
Chicago East, IL
v Prayers requested for Rafia Karim, who is struggling with a long term mental illness.
v Prayers requested for Shafia Begum, who is recovering from a knee surgery with other health
complications.
Minnesota, MN
v Prayers requested for Nasim Akhtar, who is currently in recovery process due to fracturing her
ankle by slipping from the stairs.
v Prayers requested for Rashida Salah’s mother in law, Navera Ahmed who is going through an
extensive radiation therapy.
Virginia South
v Prayers requested for Maqsooda Begum’s husband, Sadiq Ahmad for his complete recovery
from an illness over the past three months.
May Allah grant all these dear brothers and sisters, complete health. Ameen
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Prayers for the Departed and their Families
Surely, we belong to Allah
and to Him we shall return
Detroit, MI
v Prayers requested for Attiya Ghani, who lost her brother. Please remember the deceased in your
prayers that Allah may elevate his status in the hereafter and grant strength to family members
to cope with this loss. Ameen.

Obituary of Respected Salma Ghani Sahiba
Our dear sister Salma Ghani Sahiba passed away peacefully on Monday November 20, 2017 at
the age of 83, having battled with cancer for only a few weeks. Inna lillahi wa inna ilaihi rajioon.
She was born and raised in North Carolina USA, known as the “Bible Belt,” the youngest of 12
children to the late George and Maggie Deloatch Garris. She is survived by two sisters, three nephews
and three nieces, their children and many cousins. She had no biological children, however, she was
blessed to have many spiritual children, one she referred to as her adopted daughter Atiya Ahmad and a
special care giver Abdul Khaliq Muhaimin, who remained at her side until her last day in this world.
Though raised a Christian, at the young age of 15 Salma Ghani Sahiba questioned the concept
of Jesus dying on the cross for her sins. She wanted to find a religion that would leave her with no
doubts and pursued a rigorous study of Catholicism. She also visited many churches, and read about
Buddhism, Hinduism and other Christian sects. She said she found good in all of them but they did not
meet her expectations. One day a friend who had recently accepted Islam gave her the pamphlet; “Jesus
did not die on the cross”. She said; “I cried with joy and felt alive again. It was as if a part of my life
had been dead for years”. The pamphlet answered all her questions. She then visited the mosque and
purchased other books to read. In 1963 at 29 Salma Ghani Sahiba signed Bai’at in Philadelphia where
she resided until the time of her demise. She summarized; “It was this pamphlet “Jesus did not die on
the cross” that brought her to Islam, the true religion.”
Throughout her 54 years as an Ahmadi, she was a strong model of love and obedience to
Khilafat. She served as National Sadr of Lajna Ima’illah USA for 15 years during the Khilafat of
Khalifatul Masih IVra, then as Honorary Member of Lajna Ima’illah USA, advisor to the African
American Desk Lajna team and recently she was appointed as the Pan African Ahmadiyya Muslim
Association USA-Lajna Sadr. Salma Ghani Sahiba was an educator by profession and she naturally and
lovingly educated everyone who knew her. She was passionate in serving humanity and distributed
soup and sandwiches from the Jama’at mobile soup kitchen in Philadelphia. Her heart was totally in
Tabligh. Her Christian background made her Tabligh undebatable and inspirational. She converted
some and mentored many. Her vitality of life was like a cool breeze that caused everyone to straighten
up physically and spiritually. She delighted us with her kind words of endearment, which promoted
sisterhood and unity. Through her travels to Ghana and Nigeria in particular she became known as
Auntie Salma Ghani at home and abroad. She will be remembered as a pioneer Ahmadi in the African
American community, a dear and much loved sister to all members of the Jama’at and Umme Salma.
May Allah, the most Merciful, grant her forgiveness and a high station in Paradise, Ameen.
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